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Art. 1. Ar&ic Zoology. By Thomas Pennant, Efg. 4to. 2 Vols. 
1], 13s. Boards; 2]. 2s. ditto large Paper. White, &c. 


HIS induftrious Author will excufe us, if we beg him to 
apply to himlelf all that we urged laft month, in our ac- 
count of Mr, Latham’s work, with refpeét to the neceflity of 
tables of generic and fpecific difcrimination. Mr. Pennant will 
alfo confider, that he took the lead in this mode of writing 5 
and that Mr. Latham was his follower: will it not then become 
him to fet an example of reforming the plan? Before natural 
hiftory arrived at the pitch of refinement at which it at prefent 
ftands, all communications were thankfully received; they 
ferved to add to the mafs of knowledge, and although informa- 
tion was procured from them with labour, yet was it with la- 
bour fought. It is now far otherwife: and our wifhes lead us 
to expectations of ready arrangement, eafy diftinétion, and 
pointed difcrimination, Mr. Pennant, therefore, would do well, 
before he proceeds into farther refearches, to make his former 
works complete. We wifh that he would turn his active pen 
to the formation of fyftematic tables, and thus give us a readier 
introduction to his very valuable publications. At prefent, it 
muft be allowed, that what with repetitions, /ometimes, and al- 
ways verbofity of defcription, they occupy no fmall extent, and 
are not of that convenient ufe of which they are capable, and 
indeed feem calculated to afford. And here we cannot help 
dropping a hint, that we have our doubts of the propriety of 
publifhing Arctic Zoology, Britifh Zoology, General Synopfis, 
&c. by which means the fame things are fet forth again and 
again, to the increafe of our trouble in the purfuit, as well as 
expence in the purchafe. Why could not one General Zoology 
have been contrived to comprize them all ? 

But, however, fuch ample information, of every fort, fuch live- 
linefs of detail, and fo much of the polite fcholar appears in Mr. 
Pennant’s writings, that though the mere naturalift might with fora 
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more general and more perfpicuous fyftem, there are many who 
will read with pleafure and thankfulnefs. 

Who will not perufe with fatisfaétion fuch anecdotes as the 
following ? Speaking of the Rice Bunting, the Emberiza Oryzi- 
vora of Linnzus, he entertains us with thefe curious facts : 

* Thefe birds inhabit, in vaft numbers, the ifland of Cuba, 
where they commit great ravages among the early crops of rice, 
which precede thofe of Carolina. As foon as the crops of that 
province are to their palate, they quit Cuba, and pafs over the 
fea, in numerous flights, directly north; and are very often 
heard in their paflage by failors frequenting that courfe. Their 
appearance is in September, while the rice is yet milky; and 
they commit fuch devaftations, that forty acres of that grain have 
been totally ruined by them in a {mall time. ' 

‘ They arrive very lean; but foon grow fo fat, as to fly with 
difficulty ; and, when fhot, often burft with the fall. They 
continue in Carelina not much above three weeks, and retire by 
the time the rice begins to harden. They are efteemed to be the 
moft delicate birds of the country. 1 am informed, that the 
male birds have a fine note. 

* It is very fingular, that, among the myriads which pay 
their autumnal vifit, there never is found a fingle cock-bird, 
M-. Cate/by verified the fact by difle€&ting numbers, under a fup- 
polfition that there might have been the young of both fexes, 
which had not arrived at their full colours; but found them all 
to be females, which are properly the Rice-Birps. Both fexes 
make a tranfient vifit to Carolina in the fpring. It is faid, that 
a few ftragglers continue in that country the whole year. 

‘ Rice, the periodical food of thefe birds, is a grain of In- 
dia*: it probably arrived in Europe (where it has been much 
cultivated) by way of Badtria, Sufia, Babylon, and the Lower 
Syria t+. The time in which it reached Jtaly is uncertain; for 
the Oryza of Pliny is a very different plant from the common 
rice; but the laft has been (own with great fuccefs about Verona 
for ages paft; and was imported from thence and from Egypt t, 
into England; until, by a mere accident, it was introduced into 
Carolina. it was firft planted there about 1688, by Sir Natha- 
niel ‘fobnfon, then Governor of the province ; but the feed being 
{imall and bad, the culture made little progrefs. 

‘ Chance brought here, in 1696, a veflel from Madagafcar ; 
the matter of which prefented a Mr. /Yoodward with about half 
a bufhel of an excellent kind §; and from this fmall beginning 
{prung an immenfe fource of vealth to the fouthern provinces 





* Rati Hift, Pl. ii. 1446. + Strabo, lib. xv. p. 1014. 
“ f Anderfon’s Did. ii. 327. § The fame, 238—and Carefy, 
mn. Account of Carolina, xvii. 
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of America; and to Europe relief from want in times of dearth. 
Within little more than half a century, a hundred and twenty 
thoufand barrels of rice have heen in one year exported from 
South Carolina; and eighteen thovfand from Georia: and all 
from the remnant of a fea ftore, left in the bottom of a fack !— 
Ought I not to retract the word chance, and afcribe to Provi- 
DENCE fo mighty an event from fo fmall caufe f” 

But what makes this work fo generally palatable, 1s, a more 
copious, learned, and elegant account of the Arétic world than 
is any where elfe to be met with. This account is found in 
the Author’s Jntroduction, of 200 pages; in which the natives, 
their manners, the productions of nature, the appearances of the 
feveral countries through Europe, Afia, and America, are fo 
powerfully depifted, that the view of them muft ever afford a 
firft-rate delight, as long as the hiftory of man, and the ftudy 
of nature can find a way to the human heart. 

How little do we know of the fportings of nature in the dreary 
frozen oceans! The account of Spitzbergen has the following 
defcription of the appearances of the ice: 

© The forms aflumed by the ice in this chilling climate, are 
extremely pleafing to even the molt incurious eye. The furface 
of that which is congealed from the fea-water (for [| mutt allow 
it two origins) is flat and even, hard, opake, refembling white 
fugar, and incapable of being flid on, like the Britis ice*. 
The greater pieces, or fields, are many leagues in leagth; the 
leffer, are the meadows of the feals, on which thofe animals at 
times frolic by hundreds. ‘The motion of the lefler pieces is as 
rapid as the currents: the greater, which are fometimes two 
hundred leagues long, and fixty or eighty broad +, move flow 
and majefticaily; often fix for a time, immoveable by the power 
of the ocean, and then produce near the horizon that bright 
white appearance, called by mariners the dlink of the icet. The 
approximation of two great fields produces a moft fingular 
phenomenon ; it forces the lefler (if the term can be applied ta 
pieces of feveral acres {quare) out of the water, and adds them 
to their furface: a fecond, -and often a third fucceeds; fo that 
the whole forms an aggregate of a tremendous height. Thefe 
float in the fea like fo many rugged mountains, and are fome- 
times five or fix hundred yards thick § ; but the far greater part is 
concealed beneath the water. Thefe are continually increafed in 
height by the freezing of the fpray of the fea, or of the melting of 
the {now which falls on them. TThofe which remain in this frozen 
climate, receive continua] growth; others are gradually wafted 
by the northern winds into fouthern latitudes, and melt by de- 


* Crantz, i. 31. + The fame. t Pips, 72. 
§ £illis’s Voy. 127. 
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grees, by the heat of the fun, till they wafte away, or difappeat 
in the boundlefs element. 

The collifion of the great fields of ice, in high latitudes, is 
often attended with a noife that for a time takes away the fenfe 
of hearing any thing elfe; and the leffer with a grinding of un- 
f{,eakable horror. 

* The water which dafhes againft the mountainous ice freezes 
into an infinite variety of forms; and gives the voyager ideal 
towns, ftreets, churches, fteeples, and every fhape which ima- 

ination can frame *, 

‘¢ The Leebergs, or Glacieres of the north-eaft of Spitubergen, 
are among the capital wonders of the country ; they are feven in 
number, but at confiderable diftances from each other: each 
fills the vallies for traéts unknown, in a region totally inaccef- 
fible in the internal parts. The Glacieres of Switzerland feem 
contemptible to thefe; but prefent often a fimilar front into fome 
lower valley. The laft exhidits over the fea a front three hun- 
dred feet high, emulating the emerald in colour: cataraGs of 
melted {now precipitate down various parts, and black fpiring 
mountains, ftreaked with white, bound the fides, and rife crag 
above crag, as far as eye can reach in the back ground +. 

© At times immenfe fragments break off, and tumble into the 
water, with a moft alarming dafhing. A piece of this vivid 
green fubftance has fallen, and grounded in twenty-four fa- 
thoms water, and fpired above the furface fifty feet t. Similar 
scebergs are frequent in all the Aréic regions ; and to their lapfes 
is owing the folid mountainous ice which infefts thofe feas. 

‘ Frolt fports alfo with thefe icebergs, and gives them majeftic 
as well as other moft fingular forms. Mafles have been feen, 
afiuming the fhape of a Gothie church, with arched windows 
and doors, and all the rich tracery of that ftyle, compofed of 
what an Arabian tale would fcarce dare to relate, of cryftal of 
the richeft fapphirine blue: tables with one or more feet, and 
often immenfe flat-roofed temples, like thofe of Luxxor on the 
Nile, fupported by round tranfparent columns of czrulean hue, 
float by the aftonifhed {pectator §. 

‘ Thefe icebergs are the creation of ages, and receive annually 
additional height by the falling of fnows and of rain, which 
often inftantly freezes, and more than repairs the lofs by the 
influence of the melting fun |j.’ 

‘The only tree in this country is the Salix herbacea, or dwarf 
willow, which feldom exceeds two inches in height! O Britain 
how much haft thou to rejoice in thy ample and fturdy oak!!! 


-— ———oE 





* Marten, 37. Crantz, i. 33. + See the beautiful plate 
in Phips’s Voy. tab, Vl. Tt Phips, P: 7°. 
§ Martes, 43. | The fame. 
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Art. II. Robertfon’s Jnquiry into the Fine Arts, concluded. See 
our lat. 


AVING given his explanation of the fyftems of Rameau 
and Tartini, our Author proceeds to make fome refleGions 
on the fubjeét, which feem to us the beft in his book : 

245. ¢ Seldom has fcience fhone with fuch brilliancy, as in their 
hands: they give not a number of little unconnected rules; but one great 
phenomenon ; one fimple and magnificent theory. In the refonance 
of a founding body, Rameau fpreads out to you the founds of har- 
mony: Tartini, by his third sound, collects them all back again into 
one. You have trebles from nature, in the one fyftem; a bafs from 
nature, in the other. We are fo much charmed with the phyfical 
laws, and the agreement between them and the organ of hearing, 
that it is painful to defcend from fuch heights, and find out at laft, 
that we have been gazing at a wrong object: the id/luffration of a 
rule. inftead of the demonitration of a principle. Science and truth, 
coming down to a humbler ftation, tell us, that all we have feen is 
only analogy. The fimplicity and order of phyfics have been be- 
fore us; but when we go to the ear of man, often we find that un- 
contronlable organ deaf to order and fimplicity: difturbing and in- 
verting nature. 

‘ Thefe fplendid fyftems tend even to miflead us into narrow 
dottrines, unworthy of fcience. The fimplicity we have been ad- 
miring, is the fimplicity of phyfics. We have been ufing the facred 
name of Nature; and when we inquire into our own meaning, we 
find, that it is the nature of a fring, rather than the nature of maz. 
The ear can go far beyond thofe palpable harmonics that found or 
that fake ; and delight itfelf with others, that phyfics has not yec 
fubmitted to the fenfes. What have we from phyfics, but the foli- 
tary major mode, or perfe& chord, of modern mufic ?’ 

252. After beftowing fo many pages on the phyfics and the 
philofephy of found, he tells his readers, in his peculiar Englifh, 
* All neceflary is, that the enquirer fhould know that the terms 
(which he had been fo long explaining) are delufive, &c.’ 

The Effay on Tune comes next under confideration; and we 
entirely agree with Mr. R. in whatever he has advanced in 


favour of that ingenious book *, 
Hiftory of Mufic. 

‘ Few things,’ he tells us, * are more eafy than to collc& 
dates, names, and unconnected fables and facts; and there are 
a number of pens ready and able for the tafk in every cultivated 
nation.” But without the affiftance of thefe colle&tions, the Au- 
thor’s book would never perhaps have exifted ; as the whole is 
little more than acrude and indigefted compilation from thefe 
very collections. A writer manifeftly without fcience, or abili- 
ties of any kind, fufficient to add to the fources of information 
whence he has drawn his materials, fhould fpeak fomewhat lefs 
irreverently of his precurfors in the fame route. It would not 





* See our account of the Efay on Tune, Review, vol. Ixv. p. 437- 
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be difficult to point out chapter and verfe whence he has taken 
all his faéts, and even reflections ; which, by drefling in his own 
dialect, he nas often left worfe than he found them. 

' 26y to 230. Anecdotes of favage mulic. 

284. Chinefe mufic, from Pere 4miot. 

286. The want of accuracy in language occafons ftrange 
paralogi{ms.— Their circle is firait—Who ever heard of a /rrait 
circle—a fizure, or form, which, fo far from ftrait, no man has 
yet been able to /guare. Mr, Robertfon, we fuppofe, means to 
fey, in {peaking of the limited ttate of Chinefe mufic, that their 
circle is narrow. 

302. Concerning difputable things in ancient mufic, theatres, 
and cuftoms connected with them, our Author generally gives 
the pour and the contre, without any great ingenuity of conjec- 
ture or difcovery. 

From p. 267 to 264, his book feems a mere epitome of Sir 
John Hawkins’s and Dr. Burney’s Hiftories. He has literally, 
from thefe two books, made a third, as far as the hiftory of the 
art is concerned. Whenever he quits thefe guides matat fine 
coriice. Of this, his vague and ill-founded conjecture, that 
harmony Or Counterpoint was not invented by the Monks, but 
the Minftrels, is an inftance. Where is the minftrelfy in different 
parts to be found? When the Vatican collection of Trouba- 
dour fongs has been examined, as well as that in the Bibl. du 
Rai, at Paris, nothing has been found but the melody of a fingle 
part. All the early counterpoint that has been produced by our 
own mufical hiftorians, as well as Padre Martini and others on 
the continent, has been the defcant of churchmen, and for the 
ufe of the church, All the bad and moft ancient, by Monks in 
particular convents: and the firft that was good for any thing 
was compofed for the ufe of the Pope’s chapel. 

335. Mr. Robertfon tells us, that ‘the accident of finding 
counterpoint probably took place while mufic and poetry were 
occafionally disjoined.’—And that ‘a licentious low troop of 
Jongleurs might often at cadences make a multitude of inftru- 
ments and voices ftrike different notes,’—They might long do fo, 
for we have no proofs till the 8th age, &c. But thefe are mere 
conjectures, not only without proof, but probability. The pro- 
bable origin of more early counterpoint than has been yet found by 
the induftry of mufical hiftorians is, that the firft attempts were 
made on flow, fimple, and monotonous fragments of Canto fermo; 
lung, perhaps, before the time of written defcant. But that 
riotous and thoughtlefs minftrels, * whofe obje& was noife, no- 
velty, trick, and amufement, at cadences, and in chorufes of 
light and frivolous mufic,’ fhould make fuch a difcovery more 
early than pfalmoditis and fingers of plain chaunt, feems beyond 
our comprehenfion. 


258. The 
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258. The Author imagines that concert mufic was cultivated 
confiderably later than the opera, on account of its being lefs in 
the general tafte. In the church, whatever the mufic or the doc- 
trine, it is forced on the congregation: and there have been 
times when it would not have been a reafon fufficiently cogent 
to keep away, that the mufic was bad. . 

359. The Author’s definitions of fugue and canon will con- 
vey no true idea to an unlearned mufical reader of the nature 
of thefe contrivances. ‘ Several parts were made to follow 
One another in confonance, introducing novelty at every mo- 
ment, in a noble and diffufive ftyle, but fubject to no fixed 
rules.’ 

When the fugue was made to repeat a return into itfelf, it got 
the name of Canon. Now, it is not exaét to fay, that a fugue 
has no fixed rules. M. Marpurg has written a treatife, in quarto, 
Sur l Art de la Fugue: and there is no fpecies of mufic in which 
a deep mufician is more faftidious and difficult to fatisfy than in 
the anfwers and conftruction of fugue. And what the Author 
fays of canon would do for rondeau, or any other movement with 
a da capo, or a return to the firft part, as wel] as a canon; which 
confifts of an exact and invariable repetition, after a few refts, 
of al] the founds and intervals of the leading part, from the be- 
ginning to the end. 

Our Author afferts, after fome partizan for old compofitions, 
that * the mufic of Europe, for fome time paft, and at this day, 
tends to the exclufion of harmony.’ Bur this is a prejudice 
taken up without examination ; for there is no want of har- 
mony at an opera; on the contrary, there is too much for the 
fingers to penetrate. It is only of a different kind from that of 
the old operas ; and in our full pieces, by Haydn, Vanhal, and 
Bach and Abel, there is not only more fire and invention than in 
the inftrumental pieces of the Jaft age, but in fome of the flow 
movements a harmony more rich, learned, and artificially ar- 
ranged, than is to be found even in Corelli or Geminian’. 

The Author is more liberal a page or two higher, where he tells 
us, that * One while harmony pleafes; at another, mclody: one 
while, poetry; at another, mufic. And herein is a very-proof of 
the excellence, and of the magnificence of modern mufic; for, not 
confined to any particular kinds, as in every ancient nation, and in 
every former age, it ftands upon the broad bottom of melody and of 
harmony ; of fecular, and of ecclefiaftical compofition: there lying 
within it, the opera, oratorio, concert, madrigal, anthem, motet. Why 
then blame fo much the opera, becaufe the Public abufe it, or rather 
becaufe they make ufe of its riches by rotation ; enjoying fuccefiively 
thofe pleafures, which it is fo impracticable to enjoy all at once? If 
perfection be fet up as a ftandard, who can reach it, in laws, morals, 
and religion, as well as in mufic? Even when the train is laid, when 


improvements are coming on, and nations making progrefs, the cri- 
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tic is prepofteroufly aftonifhed that they have not begun where they 


ended! One would imagine, that the learned world itfelf could talk 
without thinking.’ 

We honour our Author’s patriotifm on all occafions, though 
we have hitherto let it pafs in filence. The triumph with 
which he always {peaks © of thofe charming fongs, which took 
their birth in happy intervals of peace,’ and which, if regarded 
only as national, natural, and artleis tunes, muft be allowed to 
be charaéteriftic, fimple, pleafing, and often affc€ting ; but 
when thcy are oppofed to works of the greateft art and refine- 
ment; to the learning of church mufic, the colouring of dra- 
matic, and the invention, grace, fire, and effects of inftrumental 
mufic for the chamber, we muft fay that they are over-rated ; 
and that the natives of Scotland, with refpect to mufic, confi- 
dered as a fine ari, are as yet wholly uncivilized ; and will liften 
to no mufic but their own wild ftrains. The unqualified afler- 
tion, that, £ as formerly the Scottifh literature was lower, fo has 
it now rifen higher than in other countries; for it feems to be 
acknowledged in Europe, that the men of letters who have ap- 
peared in Scotland in the prefent age, have, in the fpheres in 
which they moved, borne away the palm of literary fame,’ we thall 
leave to fome future Dr. Johnfon to determine. Mufic is here 
in queftion, and to that we fhal! adhere. 

Haydn and Lord Kelly are Mr. Robertfon’s heroes. The noble- 
man played a bold rough fecond fiddle, and happily imitated his 
mafter, the elder Stamitz, in the few fymphonies he produced. 
But what are his imitations, or Stamitz’s originals, compared ~ 
with the wonderful works of Haydn! Indeed, Lord Kelly feems 
almoft the only cultivated mufician of Scotland; and, for a Di- 
Jettante, during his refidence on the continent, he certainly 
ftudied hard; but after his return to Britain, he was more afhi- 
duous in the fervice of Bacchus than Apollo. It is not bere 
meant to depreciate his Lordfhip’s mufical genius and abilities, 
but rather to affign them their proper place among minor mu- 
ficians, or dilettante of the firft clafs; though there are in 
France, Italy, and Germany, many who would not only dif- 
pute the pas with his Lordfhip for mufical abilities, but high 
birth ; which alone certainly gained his compofitions a favour 
able hearing in Scotland ; where his ftyle of mufic is regarded 
as mere noife and jargon, compared with a Lament, a Pibrach, 
Reel, or *¢:Cald and raw the wind doth blaw.” 

‘Fhe Author, at the clofe of his work, in a kind of pious pa- 
roxifm, thinks the Grecian mufic was infinitely preferable to the 

_modern, from the laudable purpofes to which it was applied ; 
having been ‘the friend of virtue, and companion of philofophy : 
while ours is only become the amufement of mankind.’ But if 
the ancients made ufe of mufic in their temples, we apply it ta 
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the purpofes of religion in our churches ; they ufed it in their 
theatres, and fo do we; they had Scalia, or moral fongs, and fo 
have we. And if it embellifhes our praifes of love and wine 
(che leaft moral of its ufes), did not Anacreon and Sappho call in 
its afliftance on the fame occafions? 

We faid, at the beginning of the article, that * the ¢itle of 
the book is inaccurate.’ It is not an Inguiry into the Fine Arts; 
for this fugzefts fomething original :—it 1s an inquiry into all the 
books the Author could find about the Fine Arts; and all that he 
has added from his own fource is affecéted, obfcure, fuperficial, 
and abounding with provincial barbarifms, Indeed if it were 
propofed to us as a problem, ‘to find that ftyle and manner 
which of ail others would be moft improper for a didaétic trea- 
trife,’ we fhould think it a good folution, to produce this book. 

We perhaps meet here and there with lively remarks, in a kind 
of fplendid declamation ; but with little folid or ufeful reafoning 
for which he is not obliged to other writers. 

What has encouraged the Author of this work to imagine 
himfelf qualified to reform the arts, and dictate to artifts ; to re- 
gulate tafte, and fetter enthufiafm, will perhaps more evidently 
appear in the purfuit of his work, than in this preliminary {pe- 


cimen of his abilities. Dr PR. 





Art. III. Purrosopnicat Transactions of the Real Society, 
Vol. LXXV. Part I. for 1785. 4to. 8s. Davis. 


MATHEMATICAL and ASTRONOMICAL Papers. 


Art. 1V. 4 Supplement to the Third Part of the Paper on the Sum- 
mation of infinite Series, in the Tranfactions for 1782. By the 
Rev. S. Vince, M.A. 


N our Review, Vol. LXIX. p. 451, we gave an account of 
the Paper to which this is the Supplement, and pointed out 
the true fums of the refpeétive feries to which Mr. Vince had 
given erroneous ones. In the paper now before us, he fays, 
that his reafoning having been mifunderftood, he has thought it 

proper to offer to the Royal Society the following explanation : 
© When | propofed, for example, to fum the infinite feries 


oe + _, Jime fine, I wanted to find fome quan- 


2 
tity which, by its expanfion, would produce that feries, and that 


quantity I called its fum; not (as I conceived muft have been 
evident to every one) in the common acceptation of that word, 
that the more terms we take, the mo:z nearly we fhould ap- 
proach to that quantity, and at laft arrive nearer to it than by 
any affignable difference, for there manifeftly can be no fuch 
quantity; but as being a quantity from which the feries mutt 

have 
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have been deduced by expanfion, which quantity I found to be — 


— +H. L. 2. If, therefore, in the folution of any problem, the 


conclufion, whofe value I want, is exprefled by the above feries, 
and which arofe from the neceflity of expanding fome quantity 
in the preceding part of the operation, furely no one can deny 


but that I may fubftitute for it — - + H.L. 2.’ So far Mr. 


Vince ; but here Iect us ftop alittle. When in any procefs, or 
operation, a conclufion in numbers without letters, fuch as the 


ae Ri : — 
feries eats ~1. 2 &c. is brought out, fubftitution, ge- 


nerally fpeaking, is at an end; the only thing wanted being the 
real value or true fum of the feries: and till that is found, where 
is the certainty of fuch conclufion, or the folution of the pro- 
blem? This feries may, it is true, be brought out from Mr, 
Vince’s expreflion, above, and fo it may from thoufands of other 
different ones, as is manifeft, from this very Paper, and yet not 
ene of them is the true fum of the feries. “There may, indeed, 
be a propriety in chufiny one of thefe values in preference to the 
seft, as being more likely to be that from which the feries na» 
turaily aréfe; but there is no abfolute certainty in it, when nue 
meral feries are given to be fummed, which may poflibly have 
been produced in a quite different manner. It is no abfurd af- 
fumption to fuppofe x = the above feries, to be the final con- 
clufion of an algebraical procefs; and if the feries has no fum 
in the common acceptation of the word, as Mr. Vince fays, what 
is the value of x? Are we thence to conclude, that the queftion 
has no anfwer? Where then is mathematical certainty? Mr. 
Vince fays, he * fuppofes the feries to be divided into two parts, 
the fiuft to contain all the terms till we come to thofe where the 
numerators and denominators become both infinitely great, in 
which cafe every term afterwards may be fuppofed to be equal 
to unity: the fecond part, therefore, will neceflarily be (fup- 
pofing the firff part to terminate at an even number of terms) 
s—1 +i1—1+4 &e. fine fine.” But, the feries being infi- 
nite, the numerators and denominators can never become in- 
finitely great, nor any term, ftri€tly fpeaking, equal to unity ; 
this is the value that they will continually approach to, but can 
never arrive at, though continued for ever. If, therefore, the 
feries 1 — 1 ++ 1 — 1 + &c. may be fuppofed added to it with- 
out altering its value, ic is only another proof that this feries, 
r1— 1 +i1—1-+ Xc. fine fine, is of no value whatever ; or ab- 
folutely equal to nothing, as we obierved before. 

Mr, Vince aflerts, that there can be no fuch quantity as the 
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tion of the word. But let us fee; _ , is, or = is not, equal 


. the — of the two feries — wae: : $42 + &c. and 


— = + ~s --+- &c, fubtradled a by term ys ever: if it 
5 7 


Se not, it is necefflary to fpecify what term or terms, in either 
feries, are to be fuppofed wanting, otherwife the queftion is not 
properly propofed. If it be equal to that difference, then the | 
true fum is, without doubt, that which we have before affigned, 
at Pp. 454, Vol. LXIX. ‘of our Review: and the true {um 
being given in one cafe, is given in all, when the diftinGtion, if 
any be neceflary, is given. Thus, for example, as the mind 
perhaps never lofes the idea of odd or even, if the feries be ever 
fo infinitely continued, we will fuppofe the feries infinitely 
continued to be odd, then muft there be one term of the feries 


~~ +4 +2 + &c. from which no term of the feries bd + r os 2 


&c. is fubtraSted; and if we fuppofe that term to be as far 
from the firft as the mind can conceive, its difference from unity 
being inafignable, the ferics will be greater by unity than if ir 
was an even one: and although we were, for the fake of argu- 
ment, to allow this to be the true furn of the feries, as it is on 
the hypothefis peculiar to itfelf, would it follow, that becaufe 
the feries had two quantities that were fums in tie common ac- 
ceptation of the word, it had therefore no fuch quantity; any 
more than that a common quadratic equation, whole roots were 
ambiguous, had therefore no root? But Mr. Vince fays, what 
he wanted was the quantity from which the feries mutt have 
been deduced by expanfion : he need not then have infinuated, 
that it had no fuch fum as we calied the true one. We now 
intend to go a little farther, and not only fay, but demonftrate, 
that the feries may have been deduced by expanding the true 
fum. 

If m and » be any two values whatever, and 4 any other 
value, finite or infinite, it will fcarcely be denied that the dif- 
ference between m and z will be equal to the difference between 
A—n and 4A—m; for denying this, would be ftriking at the 


root of all mathematical certainty. Let then m= a +—+— 
+ &c. and n= — + =+ - +c A= Se 
the infinite power = 1 v1 * I ¥ 3 1 + &c. fine fine, by 
— ry A—2n= ha +. 2 &c. and A—m— 
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I 2 2 4 5 6 — 
2 3 t4 5167 
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—_— - = —~— ee fae a —_—— —_ «= 4 - — H . L. 
at “ir + : &c yp. 1. 2, 


— 1, as we determined it before, = H. L. 2, —1-+- 4— 4; 
which not only proves that this quantity by expanfion produces 
the given ferics, but that it is alfo the true fum thereof. The 
fame may be faid of 1 — 1 railed to the infinite power 4+ Hyp. 
L. 2, —1. For 1— 14, or 0, multiplied into itfelf for ever, can 
produce nothing; but ftili it is by expanfion r— 1-1 —1-+ 
&c. fine fine. ‘Virerefore, when a feries like the above is ex- 
prefled in numbers, there is no occaficn to have recourie to di+ 
vifion, for fhewing how it may pofibly be produced, or to fup- 
pofe it equal to a quantity, which can in no cale be its true 
fum. 

We know that Mr. Vince may, if he chufes it, plead the 
authority of the late juftly celebrated Mr. L. Euler, whe, to 
avoid fome inconveniencies and abfurdities into which feveral 
eminent mathematicians had fallen, chiefly in treating diverging 
feries, aflumes the fum of an infinite feries to be the finite ex- 

preflion, from whofe evolution the feries may be produced ; but, 
as he obferves alfo, the word /um might in this bufinefs as well 
be wholly omitted: for, calling things what they are not, is 
never commendable, and ought to be avoided as much as poflible; 
aud if nothing elfe had been required but to find the fum of a 
numeral (cries, which might be made to converge by the fimple 
artifice of collecting two terms in one, he would fcarcely have 
thought it needful to 2{ix an improper meaning to the word 
fum ; which, in fuch feries as thofe adduced by Mr. Vince, can 
only tend to confufion. Wedoubt not but it was the ambi- 
guity and dubioufnefs of this way of proceeding, that induced 
that excellent mathematician, M. D’Alembert, to afiert, that the 
theory of feries appeared to him exceedingly imperfect, and 
equally fo both in the analytical part, and in that which feems 
to pertain to metaphy fics: fo as to make him profefs, that all the 
reafonings and calculations founded upon feries, that neither 
converged nor could be fuppofed to do fo, always appeared to 
him very fufpicious, even when the refults were known to be 
true from other principles. (Opujcules, tom. v. p. 183.) 

The caufe of all this uncertainty, in our humble aiuien 
fion, is, that the notion and method of treating diverging feries 
is radically erroneous; that there is no fuch thing, when pro- 
perly underftood, as a continually diverging infinite feries; but 
that all under that form ought to be confidered, or rather made, 
to confit of a finite number of terms, and thofe to be followed 
by the remainder left after expanfion, if the quantity be not 
tranfcendent; or if it be tranfcendent, the divergent finite one 

2 will 

















Philofephical Tranfafions, for the Year 1785. = 253 


will be followed by an infinite converging feries. It would be 
difficult, perhaps impoffible, to demonftrate this in a general 
manner; neither does our Review feem at all calculated to 
admit complex algebraical operations; but in every particular 
cafe that we are acquainted with, it is fo. We do not mean 
in thofe feries whofe law of continuation continues the fame, 
while they diverge to a certain number of terms and afterwards 
converge, thefe being manifeft enough; but thofe where the di- 
vergent one is followed by a convergent infinite feries, differing 
wholly from the former in the law of continuation, but always 
inveftigable from it. 
VI. Catalogue of Double ~*~ — William Herfchel, Efq; 
© The great ufe of double ftars,’ fays Mr. Herfchel, ¢ having 
been already pointed out in a former Paper, on the paraliax of 
the fixed ftars, and in a latter one, on the motion of the folar 
fyftem, I have now drawn up a fecond collection of 434 more, 
which I have found out fince the firft was delivered. 

‘ The happy opportunity of giving all my time to the purfuit 
of aftronomy, which it has pleafed the Royal Patron of this 
Society to furnifh me with, has put it in my power to make the 
prefent colleion much more perfect than the former; almoft 
every double ftar in it having the diftance and polition of its two 
ftars meafured by proper micrometers ; and the obfervations have 
been much oftener repeated.’ 

He gives an account of fome cautions and contrivances, 
which he found neceflary in making the obfervations, and which 
will be ufeful to others in repeating them ; but for thefg we muft 
refer to the Tranfactions. 

He obferves, in a note, that the far greateft part of the ap- 
parent diameters of the ftars are {fpurious, perhaps $9 thirds out 
of one fecond ; fothat thofe which appear joined together might 
be feen feparated, if the magnifying power and diftin@nefs could 
be increafed at pleafure. 

VII. Obfervations of anew variable Star. By Edw, Pigott, Efq. 

This gentleman has been employed fome years, he fays, in 
verifying all the ftars fufpeéted to be variable; and Sept, s0, 
1784, he firft perceived a change in the brightnefs of th¢ ftar 
n Antinoi, and bv a feries of obfervations continued to De- 
cember 5, of the fame year, found it fubject to a variation very 
{fimilar to that of Algol, though not exactly the fame in any one 
particular, It is, when brightef, of the third or fourth magni- 
tude, being between d and @ Aquilze ; and at its leaft bright- 
nefs of the fourth or fifth magnitude, it being then between 
that of s Antinoi and ~% Aquilz; its greateft variation of bright- 
nefs may then be called about one magnitude, and the changes 
it undergoes nearly thefe: At its greateft brightnefs for about 

44 hours. 

















254 Phiisfophical Tranfaétions, for the Year 1785. 


44 hours, In decreafing about 62 hours. At its leaft brights 
nefs about 20 hours. In increafing about 36 hours. All thefe 
changes, which hitherto feem regular and conftant, are per- 
formed in 7 days 4 hours 38 minutes ; which he ftyles its pe- 
riod, and fhews how it is determined with fuch exactnefs, 

VIII. Afironomical Objfervations. In Two Letters from M. 

Francis de Zach, Profeffor of Mathematics, and Member of 

the Royal Academies of Sciences at Marteilles, Dijon, and 

Lyons, to Tiberius Cavallo, F.R.S. : 

This Paper contains obfervations of the Moon’s eclipfe, 18th 
March 1783, made by M. de Zach, and P. Je Fevre, at Lyons. 
Obfervation of the time of the vernal equinox, made at the 
gnomon (the fame year and place we fuppofe), which gives the 
time the equinox happened there the 20th of March, 5" 56° 52” 
P.M. If from this we fubtract 19 9” the difference of time 
between Greenwich and Lyons, we have 5* 37° 43” afternoon 
for the time at Greenwich. Our Englifh almanacks told us, 
that the Sun, that day, would enter Aries at 55 4° P. M. appa- 
rent time. Then follow obfervations on Jupiter’s fatellites, 
made during the year 1782, and of the tranfit of Mercury the 
zath of November that year, made at Marfeilles by M. St. 
Jaques de Sylvabelle. Laftly, a new folution of a problem that 
occurs in computing the orbits of comets; which is, from the 
obferved geocentric places, to determine two radius-vectors of 
the comet’s orbit, with the angle contained between them, and 
thence to determine the perihelion-diftance, and anomaly ; or, 
which ts the fame thing, to defcribe a parabola having a given” 
focus through two given points. But thofe that are acquainted 
with the very elegant and fimp!e manner with which the problem 
is conftrudted by finding the direétrix, in the Principia, or in 
Gregory’s Aitronomy, B. v. Prop. 24, and how eafily a numeral 
calculus of the moit evident kind may thence be drawn, will 
have little inclination, we fhould think, to make ufe of M. de 
Zach’s method or theorem, whofe inveftization fills two or three 
quarto pages of complex algebra, 
1X. Obfervations of a new variable Star. By John Goodricke, Efq. 

In this Paper, Mr. Goodricke, the ingenious difcoverer of the 
variation of Algol, informs us, that on the 1oth of September 
1784, he was furprifed to find @ Lyrz much lefs bright than 
ufual, and thence fufpected it to be a variable ftar: which has 
fince been confirmed by a number of obfervations he has made, 
and here related. And thence he is inclined to think, that the 
extent of its variation is 12 days and 19 hours, during which time 
it undergoes the following changes: 4. It is of the third mag- 
nitude for about two days. 2. It diminifhes in about one day 
and a quarter. 3. It is between the sth and 4th magnitude for 
lefs than a day. 4. It increafes in about two days. 5. It is of 
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the third magnitude for about three days. 6. It diminifhes in 
about one day. 7. It is fomething larger than a ftar of the 
fourth magnitude for little lefs than aday. 8, It increafes in 
about one day and three quarters to the firft point, and fo com- 
pletes a whole period. 

Mr. Goodricke fays, he has often perceived, that the relative 
brightnefs of ftars is affe&ted, not only by the different ftates of 
the air, but alfo, by their change of pofition occafioned by the 
earth’s diurnal motion, and that particularly in ftars of a great 
altitude. But for further particulars, we muft refer to the Paper 
itfelf, after faying, that we admire the fpirit of candour and in- 
genuity with which it is fraught. 

X. On the Motion of Bodies affetted by Friction. By the Rev. 5. 
Vince, A. M. 

We mean to be as brief as poilible in our account of this 
Paver, confiftently with the intention of giving our Readers 
a tolerable idea of its defign and merit ; ‘becaufe, if we were to 
enlarge upon it as mueb as might be thought neceflary, the ar- 
ticle would exceed the bounds of our Review, and perhaps in- 
volve us in difputes, which we love our own quiet too well to 
feek after. 

A fet of experiments was inftituted very commendably, and they 
appear to be fairly related, in order to determine the following 
particulars: 1. Whether friction be a uniformly retarding force. 
2. The quantity of friction. 3. Whether the friction varies in 
proportion to the preflure or weight. 4. Whether the friction 
be the fame on whichever of its furfaces a body moves. ]*rom 
the courfe of experiments, he concludes, 1. That the friction 
of hard bodies in motion is a uniformly retarding force. 2. That 
the quantity of friction increafes in a lefs ratio than the quan- 
tity of matter or weight of the body. 3. That the friction of a 
body does not continue the fame, when it has different furfaces 
applied to the plane on which it moves, but that the fmalleft 
furface will have the leaft friction.’ This laft conclufion feems 
very agreeable to reafon ; yet both it and that tefore it are con- 
trary to the phenomena on which EuLer founds his theory of 
friction, and which were alfo deduced from experiments; but 
as he does not give any particular account of what kind thofe 
experiments were, it is probable, that they were thofe made to 
fhew what moving force would juft put a body in motion that 
was at reft, and which Mr. Vince here objects to, becaufe a 
conliderable part of fuch force muft be employed in overcoming 
the cohefion of the body and plane. As to the quantity of 
friction, Mr. Vince determines it thus: Let 27 = the moving 
force or weight of the body that hangs freely, and, by means of 
a thread pafling over a pully, draws another body, whofe weight 
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M—F 
M+w ™ 
= 6.417 when M=7, 





in # feconds, F == the friction, and r = 16,’s ; then 


re=$,and P= MATE 
W= 253, S = 4 feet 7 inches, and t¢ = 4 feconds, according 
to one of the experiments. As to the ratio of the increafe of 
friGion to that of weight, he found it different in al] the diffee 
rent bodies made ufe of; fo that all the experiments were not 
fufficient to determine it for the /ame body. But he intends 
to repeat the experiments, in order, if poffible, to eftablith it 
hereafter. He next proceeds to deliver a theory from the prin- 
ciples already deduced from his experiments. And firft, ina 
cylinder or circular fection of a bedy, which rolls down an in- 
clined plane in confequence of its fri€tion, confidering that 
point of the moving body that is in. contact with the plane as 
the point of fufpenfion, the diftance of the correfponding centre 
of ofcillation of the body therefrom will be always conftant and 
given. He Jays it down as a principle, that no force acting at 
the point of contaét with the plane, can affect the motion of the 
centre of ofcillation ; which centre, notwithftanding the aétion 
of the fri€tion, will always have a motion paralle) to the plane, 
uniformly accelerated by a force equal] to that with which the 
body would be accelerated if it had no fri€tion ; and will in the 
fame time acquire the fame velocity, as if fri€lion were away, 
and the body defcended without rolling. From this principle 

he deduces the following confequences, among many others: 
Firft, That there is a certain determinate inclination of the 
plane, when the friciion will vanifh, and the body only flide. 
2. That there is another, when the body will roll without flid- 
ing, and that then the time of defcent down the plane will con- 
tinue the fame if the friGlion be increafed. 3. If a body be 
projeQed with a velocity along an horizontal plane, when the 
rotatory motion of the body about its axis is equal to its pro- 
greflive motion, the point of contact with the plane will be car- 
sied backwards by the former motion, as much as it is carried 
forwards by the latter, and fo will have no motion in the direc- 
tion of the plane; hence the friction will at that inftant ceafe, 
and the body, with the velocity it has at that point, will con- 
tinue to rell on uniformly, without fliding [for ever, we fuppofe 
he means, if the plane be a meridian of the earth, and we ab- 
ftra&t from the air’s refiftance; for what is there that can ftop 
it, if frition does not?] 4. That the velocity of the body 
when the friction ceafes, will be the fame, whatever be the 
quantity of friftion. 5. That a body may be fo proje&ted on 
an horizontal plane, that the procreflive motion of the body may 
be accelerated by friction. 6. That it may be fo projected on the 
fame plane, as to move along it to a certain determinate diftance, 
and 
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and then be forced by the friction to return, with an accelerative 
velocity, until the friétion ceafes by the body’s beginning to 
roll, after which ic will move on uniformly. This circumftance 
of the body’s being forced back by friction, Euler tells us, is 
wont to be fhewn by experiment; and he directs how to make 
the trial fucceed. According to him alfo, when the rotatory 
velocity of the body meafured along the periphery is equal to 
its progreflive one, its motion along a rough horizontal plane 
will continue uniform. So that Mr, Vince may produce very 
refpectable authority ; and yet we think we may venture to 
fay, that this laft fact is contrary to all experience. | 

Perhaps Mr. Vince may judge it proper to refume and recon- 
fider this dificult fubje@, which is at the fame time fo very im- 
portant and ufeful. If fo, he will do well to endeavour after a 
{trié&t damonftration of the property of the centre of ofcillation, 
which, as we have faid above, he has aflumed as a principle, 
but which, in its prefent form, can never be granted. 

XII. On the Conftruétion of the Heavens. By Mr. Herfchel. 

This ingenious and indefatigable aftronomer has here given a 
farther account of his ftar-gages, the defign of which is to thew 
how many the bof of heaven are deep ; and gives what he calls 
a feion of our nebula, or fidereal ftratum, confifting of the 
fun, and thofe fixed ftars that compofe the galaxy : but for this 
we mutt refer to the Paper. 

He fays, ‘ if we hope to make any progrefs in an inveftigation 
of this delicate nature, we ought to avoid two oppofite extremes, 
of which I can hardly fay which is the moft dangerous, If we 
indulge a fanciful imagination, and build worlds of our own, 
we muft not wonder at our going wide from the path of truth 
and nature.’ * On the other hand, if we add obfervation to ob- 
fervation, without attempting to draw, not only certain conclu- 
fions, but alfo conjectural views from them, we offend againft 
the very end for which only obfervations ought to be made, [ 
fhall endeavour to keep a proper medium; but if I fhould de- 
viate from that, I could wifh not to fal) into the latter error.’ 

In the courfe of his obfervations, he has difcovered fome ftars 
of a peculiar kind, which feem to be of a middle nature between 
the planets and fixed ftars. ‘The firft of thefe precedes y Aquarii 
$4 in time, and is 1’ more north; this he tried with different 
magnifiers, and found it follow the laws of magnifying, fo that 
its body is no illufion of light, it has much of planetary appear- 
ance, being all over of uniform brightnefs, in which it differs 
from nebulez; though its light feems, he thinks, to be of the 
{tarry nature, becaufe it fuffers not nearly fo much as the pla- 
netary difks are known to do, when much magnified. Its dia- 
meter is about s0 or 15 feconds. But befide this, he has dif- 
covered feven other fuch, fome of them about one minute in 
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diameter: we might fuppofe them, he fays, to be comets about 
their aphelion, if the brightnefs as well as magnitude of the dia- 
meters did not oppofe this idea; * and if a little attention to 
them fhould prove that, having no annual parallax, they belong 
moft probably to the clafs of nebula, they may then be ex- 
pected to keep their fituation better than any one of the ftars 
belonging to our fyftem, on account of their being probably at 
avery great diltance.’ 

There is certainly fomething very curious in the appearance 
of thefe bodies, according to his account of them, and we hope 
that other obfervers will not forget to turn their thoughts and 
inftruments towards them, particulaily to fee if they have no 
fenfible motion or parallax ; for perhaps it is full as likely to be 
found that they have, as that they have not. . 

*.* The PHILOSOPHICAL Articles in our next. Wr ° 





Art. 1V. Memoirs of the Literary and Philofophical Society of 
Manchefter. Vol. I. andII. 8vo. 12s. Boards. Cadell. 1785. 


¢ HE numerous focieties for the promotion of literature and 

philofophy, which have been formed in different parts of 
Europe, in the courfe of the laft and prefent centuries, have’ (as the 
Editors of thefe Memoirs juftly obferve) * not only been the means 
of diffufing knowledge more extenfively, but have contributed to pro- 
duce a greater number of important difcoveries, than have been ef- 
fected in any other equal fpace of time. 

‘ The am ihat has been made in phyfics and the belles lettres, 
owes its rapidity, if not its origin, to the encouragement which thefe 
focieties have given to fuch purfuits, and to the emulation which has 
been excited between different academica] bodies, as well as among the 
individual members of each. — Many valuable improvements in arts, 
and much ufeful information in the various branches of fcience, have 
been preferved from cblivion by the refpectable fanction of thefe So- 
cieties, and the eafy mode of publifhing which their volumes of 
Tranfactions afford.’ 

Though Societies for thefe purpofes have been eftablifhed in 
feveral of the provinces of France, they have in England been 
almoft confined to the capital ;—‘* and it feems probable, that 
the great end of their inftitution, the promotion of knowledge, may 
be more widely extended by forming focieties, with fimilar views, in 
the principal towns in this kingdom. Men, however great their 
Jearning, often become indolent, and unambitious to improve in 
knowledge, for want cf aflociating with others.—Science, like fire, 
is put in motion by ccllifion.—Where a number of fuch men have 
frequent opportunities of meeting and converfing together, thought 
begets thought, and every hint, is turned to advantage. -—-Every new 
difcovery leads to a farther inveftigation; and each man is zealous 
to diftinguif® himfelf in the interefting purfuit.’ 

Such were the confiderations which led to the inftitution of 
the Literary and Pbilofophical Society of Manchefter. It was ori- 
ginally a weekly club, furmed, many years ago, by fome gentle- 
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men of that town, and the numbers have at length increafed fo 
far, as to induce them to extend their plan: prefidents and other 
officers were elected ; a code of laws was formed, of which a 
copy is here prefixed ; and a regular Society was inftituted, of 
which the firft fruits are now prefented to the Public. 

The Editors have obferved no fyftematic order in the diftri- 
bution of the mifcellaneous papers which compofe thefe volumes ; 
but as the Society has chofen to diftinguith itfelf by the titles of 
Literary and Philofophical, we fhall, in our review of them, die 
vide them into thofe two clafles, beginning with the 

PHILOSOPHICAL. 

Some Remarks on the Opinion that the Animal Body poffeffes the 
Power of generating Cold. By George Bell, AZ. D. 

This is the firft paper of the firft volume; and, from fo fa+ 
vourable a fpecimen of the Author’s abilities, we are truly con- 
cerned to find his e/oge in the fecond. 

The opinion above alluded to is advanced in Vol. LXV. of 
the Philofophical Tranfafiions, as refulting from the experi- 
ments, there recorded, of Dr. Fordyce and others, who bore, 
without injury or much inconvenience, the air of a room heated 
even beyond the degree of boiling water ; and found the heat of 
their bodies to be but little increafed by it *. 

Dr. Bell has here pointed out fome circumftances attending 
thefe experiments, which afford an eafy and natural explanation 
of the phenomena, without having recourfe to a law which pro- 
bably does not exift, an occult power in animals of generating cold. 
Thefe circumftances are,— 

1. The rarefaction of the air, and confequent /lowne/s of the 
communication of its heat to other bodies ; for it is well known 
that bodies are heated much quicker by denfe fluids than by rare 
ones of the fame temperature, and this perhaps nearly in the 
proportion of their denfity. The experimenters themfelves ob- 
ferved, ‘ that even the fmall quantity of mercury contained in a 
thermometer, which they took into the room with them, did 
not arrive at the degree to which the air was heated, during the 
whole time they remained there.’ 

2. Evaporation from the furface of the body; which muft have 
been great, though Dr. Fordyce is unwilling to allow it. ‘T'o 
us, befide the confiderations mentioned by Dr. Bell, a faét re- 
corded by the experimenters themfelves affords a fufficient evi- 
dence of the influence of this caufe of cold: water could not be 
made to boil in the hot room, till the evaporation was reftrained 
by covering its furface with oil. 

3. The fuccej].ve affiux of blood to the furface of the body; by 
which the {mall quantity of heat that penetrated the fkin, 
would be immediately carried off, and transferred through the 





* See Review, vol, liv. p. 29, 30; and vol. lv. p. 121. 
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body; fo that it would have required the fpace of many hours 
before the whole mafs could have received any confiderable in- 
creafe of heat. 

On Cryftallization. By Alexander Eafon, M/Z. D. . 

It has buen a queftion among philofophers, whether the pre- 
cious ftones, rock eryftal, flint, &c. have been cryftallifed from 
a {tate of folution in water, or of fufion by fire. ‘The Author of 
this Paper, after fome general ob{ervations on the two procefles, 
in which we find nothing new, efpoufes the latter opinion; and, 
though * pure vitrifiable earth cannot be brought into fufion by 
the heat of our furnaces,’ yet, as * black flint has been melted 
without addition by the concentrated rays of the fun,’ he thinks 
it probable, that ‘ there are, or have been, degrees of heat in na- 
ture fufficient to produce the fame effect ;’ and that ‘ the im- 
menfe fires, which feem to be the caufe of earthquakes and burn- 
ing mountains, are fufficiently ftrong to bring into fufion the 
pureft kind of vitrifiable earth.’ And as the ftones above men- 
tioned are now known to be compounds, they muft be more 
fufible than the vitrifiable earth fimply: befide that earth, which 
makes their bafis, they contain metallic calces, on which their 
colours depend ; and, according to this gentleman, ‘ a particular 
matter determining the figure into which they cryftallize; the 
variety of which might be inftanced by feveral examples ;—the 
prefence of which principle is ftill further indicated by the dif- 
ferent degrees of hardnefs obfervable in precious ftones.’ 

But even if all this was admitted, a material difficulty would 
ftill remain, which feems to have efcaped the author’s notice. 
Flints are known to lofe, in a very moderate degree of fire, both 
their tranfparency and cohefion, as thofe ftones do that have 
cryftallized from water: rock cryftal has fometimes a drop of 
water, and even vegetable and animal matters in their natural 
ftate, inclofed in its fubftance. The diamond is combuftible, 
or totally confumed by fire, without entering into fufion. Thefe 
ftones, therefore, could not have been produced by violence of 
fire ; and the cryftal pits in the Alps <fford fatisfaétory evidence 
of that ftone being a cryftallization from water. 

Objfervations on the Ufe of Acids in Bleaching. By the fame. 

The vitr.olic acid, largely diluted with water, has been long 
ufed by the bleachers as a fubftitute for the acid of milk; and 
is found to be much more effectual, and, by proper manage- 
ment, equally innocent to the cloth. Dr. Eafon recommends 
the muriatic or marine acid, preferably to the vitriolic ; and we 
doubt not but thofe whom it concerns will avail themfelves of 
this hint, and give it a fair trial. He obferves, that the marine 
acid will now come as cheap as the vitriolic ; that it promifes to 
anfwer better in whitening ; and that it gives a foft filky feel to 
the linen. His theory of the effe& of the acids is at leaft inge- 
nious ; the alcaline falts, neceflary for wafhing out the oily parts 
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of the flax, depofit an earth in the pores of the cloth, and the 
ufe of acids is to diflolve this earth: the vitriolic acid, united 
with earths, forms felenite, a fubftance not foluble without a 
very large quantity of water; whereas the marine, forms, with 
earths, a compound very foluble, and which is therefore eafily 
wafhed out. The theory would have appeared rather to better 
advantage, if the earth had been introduced from lime; for it is 
not with the earth of alcaline falts, or vegetable afhes, but with 
the calcareous earths of the mineral and animal kingdom, that the 
vitriolic acid forms felenitic or indifloluble compounds. 

An Effay on the Afcent of Vapours. By the fame. 

To the theory which has lately been received, that vapour is 
no other than a true chemical /o/ution of water in air, Dr, Eafon 
objects, very juftly, 1, That evaporation takes place in vacuo. 
2. That, on this principle, clouds would be heavier than air by 
itfe!f, and therefore could not be fupported at any height in the 
atmofphere. 3. That we could have no rain unle(s the air 
were fuperfaturated with water, as it would part only with what 
it could not retain in folution. 4. That though heat contri- 
butes very much toward converting water into vapour, which 
is again condenfed by coid, yet water {pontaneoufly evaporates, 
and is fufpended in the air, in the coldeit weather.—Of all thefe 
phenomena, which have fo long perplexed philofophers, Dr. 
Eafon has given a very fatisfactory explanation. Heat is the 
great caufe by which water is converted into vapour; which 
vapour is found to be 1800 times lighter than our air, and 
therefore mutt afcend, till it comes into a part of the atmofphere 
of the fame denfity with itfeif. Heat is not to be confidered, in 
this procefs, as a tranfient agent: a quantity of it enters into 
chemical combination with the water, being eflential to the con- 
ftitution of vapour; and the watery particles are prevented from 
parting with this latent or combined heat by the ele€tricity of 
the atmofphere; for it is known from experiment, that electri- 
city communicates to them a repulfive force with refpect to one 
another ; that it accelerates evaporation; and that the atmo- 
fphere is at all times electrified, not le/s in the night than in the 
day, more ftrongly in froft than in warm weather, and in ele- 
vated than in low places, as ftrongly near the furface of the 
earth in cold countries as at confiderable elevations in warm 
ones. ‘£ This feems a wife provifion in nature, that the electric 
matter fhould appear near the furface of the earth in cold cli- 
mates, to raife up and fufpend the vapour, which otherwife 
would be condenfed by the cold; whereas, in warm countries, 
the heat of the earth will be fufficient to raife vapours to a great 
height, which are afterwards carried ftill higher by the ele@tric 
matter in the upper regions. ‘This perhaps is the caufe why the 
air is (o clear and tranfparent in warm Climates,’—The Author 
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confirms his theory by fome obfervations on the falling of 
rain. Iwo clouds, pofleffing fimilar eleCtricities, repel each 
other; but if the eleétricities are contrary, they attraét and run 
together; the equilibrium is reftored, and the power which kept 
them fufpended is annihilated.—A cloud pafling over a high 
building or mountain may in like manner be deprived of its 
electricity, with or without thunder: hence thunder fhowers, 
among mountains, are fo frequently partial, and confined toa 
{mall fpace. We cannot follow the Author through all his ob- 
fervations, but muft not omit to mention a very rational con- 
clufion from them, * That no inftrument can be made to afcer- 
tain the quantity of moifture in the air: all that is, or ought fo be, 
expected from a hygrometer, is to fhew, whether the air be in a 
ftate to retain, or part with, its moifture. In apparent dry weather, 
it may point to rain; and when it rains, it may point to fair. For 
this reafon, the ftones of halls, and fmooth fubftances, are often be- 
dewed with wet in dry warm weather (that is, the air is in a ftate to 
part with its moifture) ; and wice verfa, they will dry in the time of 
rain.—Fogs are produced by two caufes, as different as their effects 
are oppofite. 1. A precipitation of rain, in very fmall particles ;— 
in this cafe, the air is moift, and wets the traveller’s clothes; the 
ftones of the ftreet, &c. are covered with moifture, which often runs 
in large drops. 2. The abjorpticn of moifture, when the air is too 
dry.—This faét is well known to the inhabitants on the fea-coaft of 
Fifefhire, who, during their fummer months, have frequent oppor- 
tunities of obferving a fog in the afternoon, driving up the Frith of 
Forth, with a drying eait wind, which often blatis the trees and 
young vegetables, and therefore, in a {mall degree, refembles the 
Harmattan, in drying up the ground, and robbing vegetables of their 
moifture.’ 

On the Prefervation of Sea Water from Putrefaciion by means of 
Quicklime. By Thomas Henry, F.R.S. To which is added, 
An Account of a newly invented Machine for impregnating Water or 
other Fluids with Fixed Air, communicated to Mr. Henry, by J. 
Haygarth, 47.8. F.R.S. 

The prefervation of fea water, for the purpofes of bathing, is, 
on fome occafions, a defirable objeét; and Mr, Henry has 
found, that this end is very fuccefsfully anfwered by a fmall ad- 
dition of quicklime. Sea water itfelf, expofed to the fun in hot 
weather, in a bottle loofely covered, became very offenfive in 
about a week ; whereas the fame quantity of the water, in the 
fame fituation, with the addition of forty grains of quicklime to 
the quart, continued many months, without ever exhibiting the 
Jeaft fign of putridity. It may be imagined at firft, that the 
fea water was preferved from putrefaction in confequence of its 
becoming ime water; but a feries of well-pointed experiments 
fhewed clearly that this was by no means the cafe, the water 
having no impregnation from the lime, and more than thrice 
the above quantity of lime being neceflary to give it any fenfible 
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properties of lime water. It appears from the experiments, that 
the putrefaction of fea water is owing to the magnefian fale (a 
combination of magnefia earth and marine acid) always con- 
tained in it; and that the effect of the quicklime is, to precipi- 
tate the magnefia, or a part of it, and thus to fubfticute an anti- 
feptic calcareous falt in the room of the feptic magnefian. 

Mr. Henry propofed, fome years ago, the prefervation of 
common water at fea by an addition of quicklime ; which lime 
was to be feparated again from the water, at the time of ufe, by 
introducing fixed air. Dr. Haygarth has here communicated 
an apparatus for that purpofe; which Mr. Henry very juftly 
apprehends to be too camplex to admit of being uled at feay 
though it may doubtlefs be applicable to advantage on other oc~ 
cafions. From the veffel containing the effervefcent mixture, the 
fixed air is conveyed by a tube into a large air veflel : a common 
bellows, placed over the air veflel, is fupplied with this air 
through an air-pipe; and by working the bellows, it is forced, 
through a bent tube, into the water or other liquor to be im- 
pregnated: by moderate exertion, he finds it may be forced to 
the depth of 13 inches in the water. In the upper part of the 
water veffel a lateral pipe is inferted, for conveying fuch part of 
the fixed air, as is not abforbed by the water, back into the air 
veflel, to be returned again by the bellows; and in the top of 
the air veflel is an open tube, for giving vent to that part which 
is not abforbable, and to the common air contained at firft in the 
veffe], which being much lighter than fixed air, will always rife 
of courfe into the upper part. 

A Treatife on Saltpetre. By James Mafley, E/q. 

This treatife deferves the attention of all who have any con- 
cern in the manufadture which is the fubje& of it; though it 
holds forth no great encouragement for the eftablifhment of fuch 
manufactures in this kingdom, or at leaft no hope of any fud- 
den or great gain from them; a length of time being neceflary 
for the maturation of the nitrous earth, and a large quantity of 
the earth, when matured, yielding but a fmall portion of the ni- 
trous falt. “he Author inveftigates the grounds, and practical 
circumftances, on which the fuccefs depends; and points out fome 
errors in management, to which the failure of thofe who have at- 
tempted the making of nitre in England may be attributed. The 
erigin of the nitrous acid has long been an object of anxious inquiry 
among the chemifts, and we cannot fay that we have received 
much new light, upon that head, from the prefent treatife: we ftill 
know little more than that it is the produce of the putrefation 
(complete putrefaction is neceflary) of vegetable and animal mate 
ters, and confequently that the operator muft endeavour, as 
much as poffible, to accelerate that procefs:—that abforbent 
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to its vapours, imbibe and detain the acid ;—and that alcaline 
falt, the other component part of nitre, muft be afterwards fuper- 
added by art in the elixation of the earth with water. 

On the Natural Hiftory and Origin of Magnefian Earth, parti- 
cularly as conneEted with thofe of Sea Salt and of Nitre; with Ob- 
fervations on fome of the chemical Properties of that Earth, which 
have been, hitherto, either unknown, or undetermined. By Thomas 
Henry, F.R.S. &c. 

Magnefia is one of the conftituent parts of feveral earthy 
bodies of the mineral kingdom, as foap-rock, afbeftos, mica, 
fome fpars, &c. of which Mr. Henry has here inferted the ana- 
Jyfes. Ina faline form, or combined with acids, it is contained 
in all nitre heaps (from the mother-ley of which falt it was ori- 
ginally extracted), and in the waters of feveral fprings; but the 
great fource from which we obtain it, is the water of the fea, in 
which it remains diffolved after the cryftallization of the fea falt. 
The late Dr. Lewis fuppofed the magnefia in nitre heaps tc ori- 
ginate from the vegetables, or vegetable afhes, which always 
make a part of thofe compofitions ; and he was led to that opi- 
nion (as the writer of this account can affirm from perfonal 
knowledge) by having obferved, that magnefia agrees with vege- 
table earth, and differs from the animal and mineral calcareous 
earths in fome effential properties, particularly in forming, with 
vitriolic acid, a falt of eafy folution. Mr. Henry, with great 
plaufibility, purfues the idea much farther; and deduces, not 
only the magnefia, but the marine falt, in the waters of the 
ocean, from the decompofition of the vegetables which abound 
in that element. He thinks the fea was originally created falt, 
but that * faline fubftances are liable to gradual decay or volati- 
Jization, from the action of air, moifture, and heat ; and na- 
ture feems to have eftablifhed an univerfal fyftem of alternate 
deftru€tion and recompofition in her works.’ He confiders the 
production of fea falt as analogous to that of nitre: both are ge- 
nerated by the putrefaétion of vegetable and animal fubftances ; 
nitre, when they are expofed to the gradual aétion of the air; 
and fea falt, when they are covered from it by the depth of the 
ocean. The vitriolic acid feems alfo to be producible by the 
fame procefs, and from the fame materials, in a fort of inter- 
mediate fituation with refpeét to air: an inftance of this is 
quoted from the Memoirs of the French Academy for 1780, 
related by M. Fougeroux, who, ‘ amidft the ruins of an old 
houfe, which had been built in a very filthy place, found fu/- 
phur, contained in a mafs of earth, and in part cryftallized ; 
and conftituting, in feveral of the large portions of the earth, a 
third of the whele mafs.’—Mr. Henry is of opinion, that not 
only the acids of the nitre and fea falt, but their alcaline bafes 
alfo, are products of the fame putrefactive procefs ; and — 
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feveral refpectable teftimonies to prove, that, in the warmer 
climates, nitre is produced perfect by nature, without any fup- 
ply of alcali from art.—And in confirmation of the analogy in the 

eneration of the fubftances above mentioned, he obferves, that 
in all nitre beds, fea falt is found along with the nitre; and in 
all fea water, the fame magnefian fale as in the nitrous mother- 
ley.—But we are rather forry to fee Mr. Henry’s judicious ob- 
fervations, on this part of his fubject, concluded by an autho- 
rity, from which they derive no additional weight; we mean, 
Baume’s affertion, that he has produced fixed alcaline falt by 
calcining calcareous earth with animal coal. Though Baume 
repeats this affertion in different parts of his works, and gives a 
particular detail of the experiment, we have repeatedly tried it 
without fuccefs ; nor is this the only inftance in the writings of 
that celebrated chemift, of a fingular diftortion produced in the 
appearance of objects, by viewing them through the medium of 
a preconceived hypothefis. 

Mr. Henry next confiders fome properties of magnefia, re- 
fpedting its fufibility by fire, and folubility by acids, which 
have been differently reprefented by chemifts of known accuracy 
and difcernment. Macquer found it to refift M. de Trudaine’s 
large burning-glafs, while Morveau found it to melt with eafe 
in common fire. ‘The fact is, that pure magnefia has never yet 
been brought into fufion, but certain mixtures of it with other 
earths melt in a fire of ro great violence; a fmal! quantity of it, 
{pread on the bottom of a crucible, vitrifies with the matter of 
the crucible, and forms a perfect glaze upon the furface: a 
Jarge lump vitrifies only where it is in contaét with the crucible, 
and fuch was the cafe in an experiment related by Bergman.— 
Some experiments made on calcined magnefia, with Mr. Parker’s 
burning-glafs, are not fo eafily reconciled: one parcel of the 
earth, prepared by a reputable and good chemilt, diminifhed 
greatly in its bulk (reduced from 25 to 8 on each fide of the 
cubic mafs), and became harder; whilft another, made by Mr. 
Henry, was neither fenfibly diminifhed, nor acquired any hard- 
nefs. Mr. H. feems to afcribe this ftriking difference to a dif- 
ference in the alcaline lixivium by which the magnefia had been 
precipitated ; the chemift firft mentioned having, probably, ufed 
a folution newly made, whilft that made ufe of by Mr. H. is not 
only prepared from the fineft potafhes, but purified by long 
ftanding, whereby it depofits a copious white fediment. We 
may add, that different potafhes and alcaline falts contain very 
different quantities of this adventitious flinty earth: thofe which 
have been melted in a crucible, manifeftly diffolve a part of the 
filiceous earth of the veflel, and may be coniidered (to ufe a 


technical expreflion) as weak /iguor /ilicums. 
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The folubility of magnefia (of the calcined at leaft) has been 
as varioufly repreiented as its fufibility; and in this refpeat, the 
Author’s own experiments have differed remarkably from one 
another. ‘ I have often (he fays) made complete folutions of 
pure magnefia. But at other times I have found it obftinately to re- 
fift folution, though prepared, previous to calcination, in every re- 
fpect fimilar to the other, and though apparently perfeétly calcined. 
This, for fome time, puzzled me exceedingly; till at laft I difco- 
vered it to depend on the ftate of calcination, anc that, by continuing 
the fire for a longer time, this infoluble magnefia acquired its cuf- 
tomary folubility. Another circumftance, attending the calcina- 
tion of magnefia, I have always been unable to explain. In a cer- 
tain period of the procefs, though the magnetia were ever fo taftelefs 
before calcination, and though it, at this time, fhews no eftervef- 
cence with acids, yet it has acquired a difagreeable, bitter, pungent 
tafte, fomewhat refembling lime ; but it does not, like lime, or mag- 
nefia containing that earth, form a lime-water. ‘This obnoxious 
tafte is alfo deftroyed by a further extenfion of the calcination.’ 

This paper concludes the firff volume; we defer our account 


of the /econd to another month. Ch: 
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Art. V. <Archaclogia, Vol. VII. concluded. See Review for 


February. 


ALBOT Blaney Handafyd, Efq; gives a relation in the 

22d Number of this volume, of antiquities difcovered in 

the neighbourhood of Bag/fhot, in 1783. This happened in a 

{mall farm, named Roundabout, near Bracknell. One fpot ina 

corner of this farm, difcovered marks of Roman induftry; and 

in ploughing it, numbers of earthen veflels were turned up, but 

in a very fhattered condition. A few were faved from the de- 

vaftation ; fome are defcribed; and fpecimens given in the plate 
afford proofs of the Roman {kill in pottery. 

This article takes farther notice of a large camp, called Ce- 
far’s; at a little diftance from which were difcovered a brick 
floor, together with an ¢ almoft incredible quantity, as well as 
variety of pottery,’ &c. But thefe laft remain for farther in- 
veftization. : 

XXIII. Defcription of a Roman Hypocauft, difcovered near 
Brecknock. Tris remnant of antiquity was found in the corner 
of a field, in the parifh of Lianfrynach. In Odober 1783, as 
fome labourers were falling a tree, the roots of which tore up 
the earth, fome fmall pillars, three feet three inches high, and 
built with brick-tile of feven inches fquare, were prefented to 
view. It appeared that this was a Roman work, confifting of 
three baths, one hot, the two others cold. The prefent ftate of 
this curious relic is decribed by Mr. Hay, who alfo adds a good 
engraving. In one of the paflages to the baths was found a bar 
of malleable iron, four feet‘long. Iwo coins were alfo dif- 
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covered; one of filver, having a buft, reprefenting a females 
with the words Fulia Augufia; on the reverie is alfo a female, 
fitting in a chair, and round it Pudicitia: the other is of cop- 
per, prefenting two whole length figures, in a Roman drefs 5 
with fome letters not legible. We proceed to Art. XXIV. viz. 

Obfervations on the Chariots of the ancient Britons; which, Mr. 
Pegge infifts, were of a different figure from the military cha- 
riots ufed at Troy, or in Greece, or elfewhere; and having a {mall 
elevation, with horfes of a diminutive fize, might admit of the 
combatant’s traverfing the pole of his carriage, at different times, 
to engage the enemy, or to retreat into his vehicle, according to 
the account given by Cefar in his Commentaries, and confireaed 
by a paflage in. Fuvenal, iv. 126. 

Mr. Daines Barrington prefented to the Society fome obfer- 
vations on two mufical inftruments ufed in Wales, which have 
been publifh-d in the third volume of this work, p. 32*. The 
Rev. John Bowle afcertains fome of Mr. Barringion’s fenti- 
ments by various particulars which ftruck him in reading the 
old Freach poem, called Roman de la Rofe, which is faid to 
have been finifhed before the year 1305. Krom one paflage ia 
this poem, Mr. Bowle thinks it apparent, that {mall baufe-clocks, 
nay probably tab/e clocks, were then in ufe; the words alfo indi- 
cate nice and ferviceable workmanfhip. ‘To this article ts 
added a lift of mufical infiruments mentioned in the Old Teftament, 
according to the Englith, the Latin Vulgate, the ltalian, and 
the Spanith tranflations. 

The Rev. Mr. Tooke, chaplain to the Englifh factory at 
Peterfourg, communicates (in No, X XVI.) remarks on the bu- 
rial-places of the ancient Tartars. Whether he perfonally vi- 
fited the fouthern parts of Ruffia and Siberia, or whether he 
only gathered information from others, who had travelied thither, 
we do not certainly difcover. His obfervations are however 
pertinent and entertaining. Wonderful relations have hereto- 
fore been given of thefe fepulchres. Mr. Tcoke does not {rem 
entirely to corroborate them. He acquaints us, in the genera’, 
with their external form, and the contents which appeared wheu 
feveral were opened: as to the form, fome are perfect tumuit, 
raifed to an enormous height; others are almoft level with the 
ground; fome are encompafled with a fquare wal!, of large 
quarry-ftones, in an erect pofition ; and others are covered only 
with a {mall heap of ftones. As there is no rock to be feen ia 
all che neighbouring country, the large quarry. ftones muft, Mr, 
Tooke obferves, have been tranfported thither from immenie 
diftances, by the moft furprifing efforts of labour, The internal 
form is alfo various ; fome are mured with brick within, and 
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vaulted over; others are no more than pits, or common gravest 
in fome the bones of men and horfes are difcovered in a ftate 
that renders it probable the dodies were not burnt before they 
were inhumed ; in others the remaining bones fhew clearly that 
they had been previoufly burnt : no urns are ever met with here; 
but fometimes what was left of the bodies, and even whole car- 
cafes, are found, wrapped up in thin plates of gold. In fome 
of the pits, or graves, many dead bodies are depofited together ; 
indicating that a battle had been fought near the place, or that 
fome families had there an hereditary tomb. Mr. Tooke adds 
many fenfible remarks concerning thefe ancient fepulchres, 
which he concludes, with great probability, to have been the 
work of the Tartars who lived in the reign of Tfchingis, and 
his firft fucceffors ; a monarchy which was founded in the be- 
ginning of the thirteenth century. We are rather furprifed that 
he takes no notice of a former differtation on the fubject, ina 
Jetter of Paul Demidoff, Efq; dated 1764, and publifhed in 
Vol. II. of the Archeologia; which is alfo followed by fome ob- 
fervations on thefe Tartarian antiquities, written by Mr. John 
Reinhold Forfter *, 

XXVII. Defcription of an ancient Caftle at RovEN in Nor- 
mandy, called Le Chateau du Vieux Palais. Edmund Turner, jun. 
Efq; who examined with great attention this monument of an- 
tiquity, has laid before the Public fome account of its prefent, 
and as far as can now be concluded, its former ftate: to which 
is added a very good engraving. ‘The fubject may be the more 
interefting to Britons, as it appears that the caftle, together with 
a palace, were built by that illuftrious monarch of England, 
Henry V. Of the palace there are now no traces; and Mr. 
Turner farther fays, that he learned, * with furprife and con- 
cern, that this caftle, fo ornamental to Rouen, will, probably, 
be rafed to the ground, before many years are at an end.’ 

No. XXVIII. Certain remarkable Pits or Caverns in the Earth, 
in the County of Berks, Mr. Daines Barrington examined the 
{pot with accuracy, and hath furnifhed a fmall plan, for the 
afliftance of the reader. The pits (273 in number, and lying 
pretty clofe to each other) are in a field about half a mile from 
Little Coxwell, where they are known by the name of Cole’s 
Pits. It has been fuppofed that clay for bricks and tiles may 
have been dug here, or that there might have been ftone- quarries 
in this place; but Mr. Barrington objects to thefe furmifes, and 
at the fame time offers his own: * I conceive,’ fays he, ‘ this 
grea to have been a confiderable city of the Britons, in the time 
of the earlieft inhabitants of this ifland, which at an average of 
five fouls (to be accommodated in each pit) would amount to 





* Vid. Review for O&tober 1773, p. 257, &c. vol, xlix. 
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nearly 1400.” This fingular hypothefis he endeavours to fupport ; 
particularly by what we are told of the inhabitants of Kamt({chatka, 
who make ufe of the fame excavations. To the queftion, Whence 
it happens that we do not find more of thefe Britifh towns? it is re- 
plied, this was probably the London of thofe rude times, when the 
ifland was thinly peopled, and it is likely that many {malier ones 
are, though unnoticed, fpread about the kingdom. Some, very 
fimilar, are faid to be in Caermarthenthire and Somerfetthire¥ 

XXIX. The Rev. Mr. Denne enquires, in this entertaining 
Memoir, concerning the original of Hock tyde, or Hoke-day, for- 
merly celebrated in this country. The opinion that it was in- 
tended in commemoration of the maflacre of the Danes, in the 
time of King Ethelred, is wholly difcarded: but greater pro- 
bability is allowed to the fuppofition that it was occafioned 
by the death of Hardicanute, followed by a deliverance of 
the Englifh from the fervitude in which they had been kept 
by the Danes: to which Mr. Denne adds a remark, that it 
might have fome particular reference to the occafion on which 
Hardicanute was then prefent; it being a feaft at the wedding 
of a Danith Lord with the daughter of a Saxon nobleman. This, 
he thinks, is favoured by the name ; Hochzeit being, he fays, to 
this day the German word for a wedding. 

Governor Pownall (in No. XXX.) makes farther remarks on 
the Ship-temples in Ireland, with a particular defcription, and 
an engraving of one in the county of Mayo. 

Colonel Vallancey’s letter (No. XX XI.) of the alphabet of the 
Pagan Irifh, fometimes called Ogham, is very ingenious, fen- 
fible, and inftructive. By the difcovery of a monument, which 
appears to have been erected A.D. 296, he feems to have efta- 
blifhed the fact, that the Pagan Irifh had fuch an alphabet; of 
which a {pecimen is given. 

Mr. Hunter, Surgeon, in the Eaft Indies, furnifhes the next 
Paper, which defcribes fome artificial caverns in the neighbour- 
hood of Bombay. They are moft ftupendous monuments of 
human labour and ingenuity ; enormous excavations! all made 
in folid rocks, and decorated with a variety of figures, curioufly 
cut from the fame fubftance with the caverns themfelves. The 
principal is on the {mall ifland of E/ephanta, inthe harbour of Bom- 
bay, and the next in point of eminence, is at Ambola, a village 
feven miles diftant from Tannah, in the ifland of Salfette, They 
have long been noticed by travellers, but Mr. Hunter’s defcrip- 
tion is much more particular and minute than the account given 
by former writers. ‘Ihe excavations themfelves are furprifing ; 
and when we attend to the numerous apartments, pillars, figures, 
fome of a gigantic, fome of a moderate, and others of a dwarfith 
fize, the wonder is greatly increafed ; efpecially when we are 
told, that the workmanhhip is generally accurate, and fometimes 
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exquifite. The moft numerous colleétion of thefe caves is at 
Canara, within about ten miles of Yannah, and more to the 
northward than Ambela; but none of thefe are finifhed in fo 
elaborate a way, or decorated with fo many figures as thofe be- 
fore mentioned. The antiquity of them all, Mr. Hunter re. 
marks, is undoubtedly very remote; none of the inhabitants 
having any tradition relative to their origin; and indeed, he fays, 
many circumftances would lead us to fuppofe that they have 
been conftruéted by a very different race of men from thofe who 
now inhabit this country. Some of them were no doubt in- 
tended as places of religious or fuperftitious worfhip, and they 
might alfo be deftined to other fervices, as places of entertain- 
ment and grandeur, or of refuge in particular emergencies. 
Further enquiry concerning them is recommended. 

No. XXXIII. 4 Differtation on the Religion of the Druids. By 
Edward Ledwich, LL.B. Vicar of Aghaboe, Ireland. It is 
addrefled to Governor Pownall; and confifts of many fenfible 
and Jearned remarks, intended to prove, that the Druids, cele- 
brated with fuch enthufiaftic ardour by fome writers, were not 
fuperior to otber inhabitants of uncivilized nations. * On no 
fubject,” he fays, © has fancy roamed with more licentious in- 
Gulyence than on that of the Druids, and their inftitutions, 
Though funk in the grofleft ignorance and barbarifm, their ad- 
mirers have found them,—cultivating the abftrufeft fciences, and 
penetrating the fublimeft myfteries of nature, &c.—and all this 
without thofe progreffive fteps in civilization which polifh and 
refine the mind, and naturally lead it to the ftudy of abftracted 
knowledge.” To fuch imaginations Mr. Ledwich oppofes folid 
seafonings, fupported by authorities drawn from different writers, 
He concludes, * that mankind, in the various ftages from rude- 
nefs to civility, will be found to have the fame religious fenti- 
ments, the like occupations, and the like cuftoms and manners.’ 
At the fame time, he owns there feems to have been a pericd, of 
which we have fcarce a glimpfe, when knowledge had attained 
to its prefent perfection ; an epoch antecedent to its flourifhing 
ftate in Greece ;—when arts and {ciences profpered among people 
now favages, in places now defarts, and in times beyond the 
reach of hiftory or chronology.—This Paper is very well 
written. 

In No. XXXIV. we are conduéted again to Bombay. Cap- 
tain Pyke, afterward Governor of St. Helena, decribes a cu- 
rious Pagoda in the ifland of Elephanta: the relation was ex- 
tracted from the Captain’s Journal by Alexander Dalrymple, 
Efg. It was originally written in 1712. The fubjeét is of a 
fimilar kind with that confidered by Mr. Hunter before men- 
tioned. Mr. Hunter’s is a much Jater account. What is here 
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termed a pagoda. The Captain apprehends it to have been 
effected about five hundred years ago; and he thinks it refembles 
Chinefe workmanfhip, This article is decorated with feven en- 
ravings. 

. No. XXXV. confifts of a defcription of the chief temple, 
being a curiofity of a like kind with the former, on the ifland of 
Sallette, and is extraéted from the papers of the late Charles 
Boon, Efq; Governor of Bombay. We fhall only add, from this 
relation, that the perfon who took the draughts declared, that 
when he attentively confidered this monument, he did not doubt 
but it muft have been * the labour of forty thoufand men, for 
forty years together *.’ 

XXXVI. Subfidy Roll of 51 Edward II. communicated by John 
Topham, Efq. This was a fubfidy granted by parliament, 
A. D. 1377, of four pence, to be paid by every /ay perfon in the 
kingdom, as well male as female, of the age of fourteen years 
and upwards, real mendicants only excepted.—The fum re- 
ceived amounted to 22,607/. 25. 8d. paid by 1,376,442 /ay pere 
fons; but the counties palatine of Chefter and Durham are not 
included in the return.” We muft refer our Readers to the 
Number itfelf for farther particulars, The next Paper is, 

Mr. Aftle’s Differtation on the Letters of the Pelafgians. The 
Pela/gi were the moft ancient inhabitants of Greece of whom we 
have any account: they feem to have derived their letters from 
the Phenicians, and to have been of Phenician origin. ‘Their 
alphabet confifted of thirteen letters according to Dr. Swinton ; 
according to Father Gori of twelve. The language of the Pe- 
lafgi is {uppofed, by fome authors, to have differed very little 
from the Greek. ‘* Although this opinion has been controverted, 
it muft be allowed,’ fays Mr. Aftle, ¢ that the Greeks im- 
proved the language of their Pelafgian anceftors to fo great a 
degree, that the elegant orations {poken by Ifocrates and De- 
mofthenes, were as different from the harfh dialeéts of the an- 
cient Pelafgi, as was the Englifh of Addifon and Pope from that 
of Robert of Gloucefter, Occleve, or Chaucer.’ Some defcend- 
ants of the Pelafgi fettled in Etruria, Umbria, and other parts of 
Italy, where they were celebrated for their knowledge in the arts 
and fciences. The remarks in this article are weil worthy the 
attention of curious and learned inveftigators. 

No. XXXVIIIL. Odfervations on a Seal of Thomas, Suffragan 
Bifbop of Philadelphia. Mr. Pegge, the writer of this letter, 
doubts not but that the feal (of which an engraving is here 





* We fhall take a farther view of thefe Oriental Antiquities, when 
we come to give an account of a curious publication, by Mr. Nichols, 
entitled, ‘* A comparative View of the ancient Monuments of India, 
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given) belonged to fome Bifkop, in partibus infidelium, ‘or wha 
borrowed their titles from diftant and unchriftianized countries, 
‘Thomas, here mentioned, is fuppofed to have been Suffragan 
to John Longland, Bifhop of Lincoln, who died A. D. 1547. 
Mr. Pegge appropriates the feal in queftion to Thomas Swil- 
lington ; and his principal argument arifes from the arms at the 
bottom, which are three tons, alluding, he conjectures, to the 
Jaft fyllable of the mame; and fome Readers may think that the 
two former fyllables (Swilling) have alfo a little connection with 
the device. * It may be doubted,’ Mr. Pegge fays, * whether this 
may not be the only matrix of a feal of a Bifhop in partibus now 
remaining; if fo, it may be deemed a curiofity of no {mall re- 

ard.” From the obfervations in this letter, we are inclined to 
infer, that Suffragans were real affiftants to the Diocefans, and 
not merely appointed, as fome writers ftrongly plead, to ferve 
the purpoles of Abbeys and Monafteries. 

Obfervations on the Remains of the Amphitheatre of Flavius Vef- 
pafian at Rome, as it was in the Year 17773 written by Mr. 
Thomas Hardwick, F.A.S. The defcription appears to be very 
accurate, and was accompanied by a model, for the infpection 
of the Society. 

No. XL. Od/ervations on an ancient Sword, by Lieutenant 
General Melvill. The blade of this fword is in length nine- 
teen inches from the crofs piece of the handle tothe point: it is 
concluded from different reafons to be Roman, and moft pro- 
bably a legionary gladius. The two following Numbers relate 
to the fame fubject. The Rev. Mr. Douglas informs us, that 
the /word was found, with feveral other relics, in a leaden coffin 
at King’s-holm, near Gloucefter; and farther pleads, that it 
was not unufual for the Romans to bury in leaden coffins. The 
Rev. Mr. Mutlow (No. XLII.) apprehends that the Romans 
never interred in lead, and that the coffin in queftion belonged 
to a Saxon; which opinion is corroborated by the fituation of a 
Mercian palace near the fpot. The fword now appears to have 
been difcovered at a little diftance from the coffin, which con- 
tained a complete fkeleton, the bones not much decayed. 

Mr. Marfden’s letter on the language of the people commonly 
called Gypfies forms the 43d Number. He has difcovered, in 
many of the words, an evident correfpondence with terms in 
the Hindoftanic, or as it is vulgarly termed in India, the Moors 
Janguage. In confequence of farther inveftigation and inquiries 
his opinion is confirmed, that the refemblance to the Hin- 
doftanic is the prevailing feature in the Gypfey diale&, though 
there are words interf{perfed which plainly coincide with other 
Janguages. The fubfequent Number contains a fhort vocabu- 
lary of the Zingara, or Gypfey language, collected by Jacob 
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This article farther compares the numerals of that language 
with thofe of Indoftan and Perfia, and adds a little fpecimen of 
Gypfey words, fimilar to fome in other languages. 

No. XLV. (the laft) confifts of a Defcripticn and Plan of the 
ancient Timber Bridze at Rochefter: it is colle&ted from two 
MSS. in Lambarde’s perambulation of Kent, by Mr. Effex; 
who, with much ingenuity and judgment, gives an account of the 
bridge, the manner of erecting it, its different parts, &c. &c. to 
which is added a good engraving. 

In the Appendix to this volume, confifting of fixteen or 
feventeen pages, feveral extracts are made from fome memoirs 
communicated to the Society, which it was not thought proper 
to publifh entire. Thefe are curious, though fhort, and un- 
attended with the enquiries and remarks which generally render 
the other numbers more acceptable and ufeful. A brafs image 
of a boy, probably a Cupid, fifteen inches high, the eyeballs of 
filver, together with an hypocauft, difcovered near Cirencefter : 
Narrow flips of copper, that appeared to faften fome wood-work 
covered with beaten gold, about the thicknefs of brown paper, 
which feemed to have made part of an heathen altar, found at 
Allington in Kent: A Roman pavement at Caerwent, concern- 
ing which Henry Penruddock Wyndham, Efq; obferves, * the 
whole compofition is fo elegant and well executed, that, I think, 
it has not been furpafled by any Mofaic pavement that has 
been difcovered, either on this or even on the other fide the 
Alps. In my opinion, it is equal to thofe beautiful pave- 
ments which are preferved in the palace of the King of Naples 
at Portici:—I am ftrongly inclined to think that it is of the 
fame age with Agricola, A. D. 80.’ 

To the above we may add, an elegant votive altar, dug up at 
Doncaiter, in 17813 dedicated to the Dee Maires; together 
with urns, coins, &c. found at other places. 

The laft article mentioned is a piece of gold, communicated 

by Lord Radnor, difcovered in 1780, in a field near Salifbury, 
in the parifh of Laverftoke; it was fold to a filverfmith for 
thirty four fhillings; and the metal is faid to have been very 
nearly agreeable to the ftandard of the prefent Englifh currency. 
The infcription fixes it to the time of King Ethelwulf. Whether 
it was defigned to be the cap, or covering, of a little ftatue; or 
the locket of a fcabbard ; or, which is thought moft probable, a 
ring; are queftions fubmitted to the Society :—but we do not 
find them determined. Three views are given of it in the 
plate. 
With this volume are given thirty engravings, which add much 
to its value; and, on the whole, we conceive, that the Public 
are much indebted to the Society for the entertainment and in- 
{truction which their publications afford, 
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Arr. VI. The Works of Mon/freur Nowerre. Tranflated from the 
French. 3 Vols. 8vo. 16s. fewed. White, &c. 


PPOSITE to the title-page of this work is a moft elegant 
print of M. Noverte, by Sherwin; under which are the 
following lines, containing his juft panegyric: 
©‘ Du feu de fon genie, il anima la danfe ; 
Aux beaux jours de la Gréce il fut la rappeller, 
Et recouvrant par lui leur antique eloquence, 
Les gefles et les pas aprirent 4 parler.’ 
Reform’d by him, the dance begins to charm, 
As taught of old by Grecia’s liberal laws ; 
Refcu’d from Gothic art, with nature warm, 
Mute fteps and geitures plead in Virtue’s caufe. 


The firft volume of this work, and one half of the fecond, exs 
plains M. Noverre’s ideas on the art of dancing; the remainder 
of the fecond volume, and the whole of the third, illuftrates 
thofe ideas by examples of ballets, heroic, tragic, &c. which 
have met with public approbation on the moft diftinguifhed 
theatres of Europe. If thofe are beft entitled to write on arts, 
who have practifed them with moft fuccefs, this honour furely 
cannot be refufed to M. Noverre. But his fole merit confifts 
not in underftanding the fubje&t which he has undertaken to 
treat. His knowledge of polite literature enables him to embel- 
lith it; and he proves how much dancing may be ennobled by 
an acquaintance with the kindred arts. The great principle, 
from which his conclufions are derived, and to which all his 
reafonings refer, is contained in the frft letter ; part of which we 
fhall infert as a fpecimen : 

‘ Ballets have hitherto been the faint fketch only of what they 
may be one day. An art entirely fubfervient, as this is, to tafte and 
genius, may receive daily variation and improvements. Hiftory, 

ainting, mythology, poetry, all join to raife it from that obfcurity 
in which it lies buried, and it is truly furprifing, that compofers 
have hitherto difdained fo many valuable refources, 

‘ Upon the perufal of the Programs, or accounts of Ballets, pub- 
lifhed within this century, in the different courts of Europe, one 
would be apt to conclude, that dancing, far from having received 
any improvement, has greatly loft by procefs of time: fuch tradi- 
tions however are very inconclufive. Ballets are like the generality 
of thofe entertainments called Féves; nothing fo pompous and ele- 
gant in the written defcriptions ; in the executicn, nothing more 
difgufting and awkward. , 

‘ Iam of opinion, Sir, that the reafon why this art has remained 
fo long in its infancy, is becaufe its effects have been reftrained to 
the tranfitory ones of fire-works calculated only to pleafe the eye. 
And though it may vie with the beft dramatic pieces, prove equally 
interefting with the latter, and captivate the fpectator, by the charms 
of the moft complete illufion, it never was even {uppofed to have 
powers fuflicient to fpeak to the heart. 
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¢ If Ballets are for the moft part uninterefting and uniformly dull ; 
if they fail in the characterittic expreflion which conftitutes their 
very eflence, the defect, I repeat it, does not originate from the art 
itfelf, but fhould be afcribed to the artifts. Are then the latter to 
be told, that dancing is an imitative art? Pam indeed inclined to 
think, that they know it not, fince we daily tee the generality of 
compofers facrifice the beauties of the dance, and give up the grace- 
ful zaiveré of fentiment, to become the fervile copyiits of a certain 
humber of figures, known and hackneyed for above a century 5 fo 
that the Ballets of Phaeton, or of any ancient opera, revived by a 
modern compofer, would prove fo very fimilar to former ones, that 
one would think they have undergone no alterations, and are the 
fame in every i{tep. 

‘ Indeed it is uncommon, and next to an impoffibility, to find in- 
vention in Ballets, elegance in the forms, neatnefs in the Groupsy 
or that requifite precifien in the means of introducing the various 
figures. Nay, even the art of prefenting old compofitions with an 
air of novelty, is hardly known. ; 

‘ Ballet-maiters fhould confult the productions of the moft emi- 
nent painters. ‘T‘his would bring them nearer to nature, and induce 
them to avoid as often as poflible, that {vmmetry of figures, which, 
by repeating the object, prefent two different pictures, on one and 
the fame canvas. 

‘ I would not be underftood however to pafs a general cenfure on 
all fuch figures. To imagine that [ mean to reprobate and abolith 
them without exception, would expofe me to a reproach of tngu- 
larity and innovation, which I wifh by no means to incur. 

‘ Thofe fymmetrical figures from right to left, according to my 
judement, are fupportable only in the entrées, which are not meant 
to exprefs any thing in particular, but are only calculated to afford 
fome relief to the principal dancers. ‘They may be introduced in a 
general dance at the conclufion of an entertainment, they may alfo 
be admitted in the Pas of four, fix, &c. though in my opinion it be 
Yidiculous even in this cafe, to prefer the difplay of bodily ftrength 
and agility to expreffion and fentiment. But fuch figures mutt give 
_Way to nature, in what we term Ba/lets d’A@ion. An inftance, 
though perhaps not very forcible, may ferve to elucidate and fupport 
my argument. 

* At the fudden and unexpected appearance of fome young Fauns, 
a troop of Nymphs take themfelves to Hight with equal affright and 
precipitation. ‘The former are in purfuit of the latter with that ea- 
gernefs, which the very hope of pleafure can infpire. Now they 
lop to obferve what impreflion they have made on the Nymphs ; 
thefe at the fame time, and for a fimilar reafon, check their career: 
with fear they furvey their purfuers, endeavour to guefs at their in- 
tentions, and provide for a retreat to fome {pot, where they may reft 
fecure from the dangers that threaten them. Both troops now join, 
the Nymphs refift, defend themfelves, and at lait effe& their efcape, 
with no lefs fwiftnefs than dexterity. 

* This I call a bufy aétive fcene in which the dance, as it were, 
fhould fpeak with energy. Here ftudied and fymmetrical figures can- 
not be introduced without a manifeft violation of the truth, without 
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deftroying the rules of probability, and without weakening the aétion 
and leflening its effeét.——This fcene, I fay, fhould be confpicuous, 
for its beautiful diforder, and the art of the compofer muft here be 
the handmaid of nature. 

« A Ballet-matter, devoid of tafte and difcernment, will make of 
this a mechanical piece of dancing, and thus deprive it of the effec 
it was calculated to produce, for want of entering into the fpirit of 
it. His Nymphs and Fauns will be arranged upon a parallel line, 
he will place the former in attitudes awkwardly uniform, and infitt 
on the latter holding up their arms to an even altitude; rather than 
deviate from the beaten path, and the antique rules of opera-dancing, 
he will cautioufly avoid to have on the right and left, his Nymphs 
placed in unequal numbers, but will reduce a fcene of a¢tion, which 
ought to be fupported with fpirit, to an exercife equally affected and 
uninterefting. 

* As all men fhare the fame paffions, and thefe differ in propor- 
tion to their fenfations and feelings, they may therefore be worked 
upon more or lefs powerfully, in proportion as they mantfeft them- 
felves outwardly, with more or lefs force and impetuofity. This 
principle once acknowledged, and nature indeed enforces it daily, it 
would certainly be more to the purpofe to diverlify the attitudes, 
and vary the expreffion ; for then the pantomime action of each per- 
fonage would be divetled of a difgutting uniformity. The truth of 
rmitation and the {kill of the painter would confpicuoufly appear in 
giving a different alpect to the features, fome of them expreiflive of a 
kind of ferocity, others betraying lefs eagerneis, thefe cafting a 
more tender look ; and to the reit, the languifhing air of voluptuouf- 
nefs. . The fketch of this firft picture naturally leads to the compofi- 
tion of the fecond: here fome nymphs appear divided between fear 
and defire; there.fome others exprefs by the contraft of their atti- 
tudes, the various emotions of their foul. Some are more fcornful 
than their companions, whilft others betray a curiofity equal to their 
fears. ‘This en/emble gives life to the whole picture, and is the 
more pleafing that it 1s perfectly confiftent with nature. From this 
expofition, you will not hefitate to agree with me, that fymmetry, the 
offspring of art itfelf, fhould never find place in the Ballets a’ Aion. 

* I thall beg leave to enquire of all thofe who reafon from habitual 
prejudice, whether they will look for their favourite fymmetry in a 
herd of fheep fying from the wolf, or amongft wretched peafants, 
leaving their huts and fields, in order to fhelter themfelves from the 
fury of a party of enemies? By no means. But the art lies in con- 
cealing art itfelf; my aim is by no means to introduce diforder and 
confufion: on the contrary, I will have regularity even in irregularity. 
What I mott infift upon is, the introducing of well concerted groups, 
fituations forcibly exprefied, but never beyond nature, and above 
all, a certain eafe in the compofition, which betrays not the labour 
of the compofer. As for the figures, they are likely to pleafe, only 
in proportion as they quickly fucceed each other, and are devifed 
with equal tafte and elegance.’ 

M. Noverre abounds in repetitions, which render his work 
extremely diffufe.. The tranflation, though lively and fpirited, 
is fometimes inaccurate ; and the errors of the prefs are far too 
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numerous. But, on the whole, this performance may be read 
with pleafure, not only by the lovers of dancing, but -by all 
who are endowed with tafte and fenfibility. In the Preface, we 
have a fhort hiftory of dancing, ancient and modern, which is 
worth perufing, not only on account of the variety of enter- 
taining particulars, but for the concifenefs with which thofe 


particulars are detailed. Gy 


Art. Vil. The Fournal of a Tour to the Hebridws, with Samuel 
Johnfon, LL.D. By James Bofwell, Efq. Containing fome 
oetical Pieces by Dr. Johnfon, relative to the Tour, and never 
before publithed ; a Series of his Converfation, literary Anecdotes, 
and Opinions of Men and Books: with an authentic Account of 
the Diftreffes and Efcape of the Grandfon of King James II. in the 
Year 1746. ‘The Second Edition, revifed and corrected. 8vo. 


6s. Boards. Dilly. 1785. 





HE genera) maxim, that trifles become of ferious confe- 
T quence when connected with men of illuftrious names, is 
very often carried too far by their partial admirers; but when a 
great man is exhibited in thofe moments in which he forgets his 
dignity, we rather blame the hiftorian who records his weaknefs, 
than the hero, who in common life is no more than a common 
man. If, however, the hero is pleafed to fee himfelf reduced to 
the level of frail mortality, who will then find faule with the 
hiftorian? If Dr. Johnfon was fatisfied to have the fool:th 
{peeches he made, and the perverfe things he did, recorded with 
fidelity ;—if on reviewing them, he pronounced them to be faiih-~ 
ful reprefentations of his principles, his manners, and his coa- 
verfation, who will blame Mr. Bofwell *? 

Dr. Johnfon carried the guidlibet audendi into the habits of 
common life: he looked upon himfelf as a privileged being: 
and wherever we find him (efpecially in Scotland, and with 
Scotch Profeflors), he reminds us of a certain exulting fpeech, 
that is recorded by an ancient writer, of {ome who appeared 
to have been created to fcorn all the reft of mankind—‘* With 
our TONGUES we will prevail, our lips are our own, and who is 
Lord over us ?” 

A terrific and overbearing haughtinefs was a prominent fea- 
ture in Dr, Johnfon’s character. His tone of voice—the pomp- 
ous rowl of his language, and his fierce and uncouth vifage, had 
a repelling quality, which few had the refolution or prefence of 
mind to withitand. He petrified a man of common modefty ; 


—— 





* Dr. Johnfon perufed this journal at the time when Mr. Bofwell 
was penning it, exprefled his approbation .of it in fuch language as 
flattered Mr. B.’s vanity, and expofed his own weaknefs. 
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and his ** No, Sir/”—though it might not convince, was al- 
moft fure to confound, and to filence. 

His ftern (we cannot call it dignified) haughtinefs, was fre- 
quently the cover for amore defpicable vanity, which he was 
prudent enough to difcover only to thofe who were honoured 
with his more familiar confidence. One inftance, out of many, 
we wil] particularly mention, — When Mr. Bofwell remarked to 
Dr. Johafon, that fome eminent perfons of Scotland were filent 
in his company the evening before ; he replied, ** that they had a 
character to preferve in their own country ; and they were pru- 
dent in not running the rifque of being expoled by talking much 
before him,” 

A fircking inftance of his difputatious humour occurred at 
Lo:d Monboddo’s, and ferves, inftead of a thoufand, to merk this 
diltinguifhed traie of his charadler : 

‘ He was much pleafed with Lord Monboddo to-day. He 
faid, he would have pardoned him for a few paradoxes, when 
he found he had fo much that was good: but.that, from his 
appearance in London, he thought him all paradox ; which would 
net do.—He obferved, that his Lordfhip had talked no paradoxes 
to-day. ‘* And as to the favage and the London fhopkeeper, (faid 
he) Idon’t know but I might have taken the fide of the favage 
equally, had any body elfe taken the fide of the fhopkeeper.”” 

But, though Mr. Bofwell hath faithfully ‘recorded all Dr. 
Johnton’s imperfections—his dogmatifn, his bigotry, his rude- 
nefs, his wayward and his childifh humours ;—yet in the pic- 
ture which he hath delineated, we difcern the features of an 
acute and comprehenfive mind, an ardent and a vigorous ima- 
gination ; and are frequently delighted by the lively fallies of his 
wit, and inftructed by his judicious and excellent remarks 
on the various fubdjeéts of art and learning, men and manners, 
politics, religion and morals. | 

Much we may queftion, and much we may condemn. But 
the work before us is not of fuch a nature as to require a minute 
and critical examination: and if we began to feleét falfe and er- 
roncous maxims, or hafty and bigoted reflections, for animad- 
verfion and confutation, we fhould not know where to make 
an end. | ‘ty nee 

We will particularly feleét, out of this copious mafs of memo- 
rabilia, the well-written, and, we believe, very accurate de- 
feription of Dr. Johnfon’s perfon and character; and to it we 
will add one or two fpecimens of that acutenefs and dexterity in 
— for which he became equally confpicuous and for- 
midable. | : 


* Dr. Samuel Johnfon’s character, religious, moral, political, and 
literary, nay his figure and manner, .are, I believe, more generally 
known than thofe of almoit any man ; wet it may not be fuperfluous 
here to attempt a fketch of him. ‘Let my readers then remember 
that he was a fincere and zealous Chriftian, of high-church of Eing- 
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Jand and monarchical principles, which he would not tamely fuffer 
to be queftioned; fteady and inflexible in maintaining the obliga- 
tions of piety and virtue, both from a regard to the order of fociety, 
and from a veneration for the Great Source of all order: corredt, 
nay ftern in his taite; hard to pleafe, and eafily ¢ ended 5: 1upe- 
tuous and irritable in his temper, but of a moft humane and bene- 
volent heart; having a mind ilored with a vait and various collection 
of learning and knowledge, which he communicated with peculiar 
erfpicuity and force, in rich and choice expreflion. He united a 
moft logical head with a moft fertile imagination, which gave him 
an extraordinary advantage in arguing ; for he could reafon clofe or 
wide, as he jaw beft for the moment. He could, when he chofe it, 
be the greateit fophitt that ever wiclded a weapon in the fchools of 
declamation ; but he indulged this only in converfation; for he 
owned he fometimes talked for viGtory: he was too confcientious to 
make error permanent and pernicious, by deliberately writing it, 
He was confcious of his fupericrity. He loved praife when it was 
brought to him; but was too proud to feek for at. He was fome- 
what fufceptible of fattery. His mind was fo full of imagery, that 
he might have been perpetually a poet. It has been often remarked, 
that in his poetical pieces, which it is to be regretted are fo few, be- 
caufe fo excellent, his ftyle is eafier than in his profe. There is de- 
ception in this: it is not eafier, but better fuited to the dignity of 
verfe ; as one may dauce with grace, whofe motions, in ordinary 
walking,—in the common ilep, are awkward. He had a conftitu- 
tional melancholy, the clouds of which darkened the brightnefs of 
his fancy, and gave a gloomy cait to his whole courfe of thinking: 
yet, though grave and awful in his deportment, when he thought it 
neceflary or proper,—he frequently indulged himfelf in pleafantry 
and fportive fallies. He was prone to fuperiftition, but not to cre- 
dulity. ‘Though his imagination might incline him to a belief of the 
marvellous, and the myfterious, his vigorous reafon examined the 
evidence with jealoufy. He had a loud voice, and a flow deliberate 
utterance, which no doubt gave fome additional weight to the fter- 
ling metal of his converfation. Lord Pembroke faid once to me at 
Wilton, with a happy pleafantry, and fome truth, that ‘*‘ Dr John- 
fon’s fayings would not appear fo extraordinary, were it not for his 
bow-worw say :’’ but I admit the truth of this only on fome occa- 
fions. The Adefiah, played upon the Caaterbury organ, is more fub- 
Jime than when played upon an anferior inftruiment: but very flight 
snufic will feem grand, when conveyed to the ear through that ma- 
jeftic medium. hile therefore Dr. Fchnfon’s fayings are read, let his 
manner be taken along with thea. Let it however be obferved, that 
the fayings themfelves are generally great; that, though he might 
be an ordinary compofer at times, he was for the moft part a Han- 
del.—Ilis perfon was large, robuft, I may fay approaching to the 
gigantic, and grown unwieldy from corpulency. His countenance 
was naturally of the caft of an ancient ftatue, but fomewhat dif- 
figured by the fears of that ev7/, which, it was formerly imagined, 
the royal iouch could cure. He was now in his fixty-fourth year, and 
was become a little dull of hearing. Uis fight had always been 
fomewhat weak ; yet, fo much does mind govern, and even fupply 
the cefciency of organs, that his perceptions were uncommonly 
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vick and accurate. His head, and fometimes alfo his body, fhook 
with a kind of motion like the effeét of a palfy: he appeared to be 
frequently difturbed by cramps, or convulfive contractions *, of the 


nature of that diftemper called S+. Vitus’s dance, He wore a full . 


fuit of plain brown clothes, with twifted hair buttons of the fame 
colour, a large bufhy greyith wig, a plain fhirt, black wortted ftock- 
ings, and filver buckles. Upon this tour, when journeying, he 
wore boots, and a very wide brown cloth great coat, with pockets 
which might have almoft held the two volumes of his folio Dic- 
tionary; and he carried in his hand a large Englifh oak ftick. Let 
me not be cenfured for mentioning fuch minute particulars. Every 
thing relative to fo great a man 1s worth obferving. I remember 
Dr. Adam Smith, in his rhetorical leftures at Glafgow, told us he 
was glad to know that Milton wore latchets in his fhoes, inftead of 
buckles. When I mention the oak ftick, it is but letting Hercules 
have his club; and, by-and-by, my readers will find this itick will 
bud, and produce a good joke. 

‘ ‘This imperfect tketch of ** the comarnaTrion and the form” of 
that Wonderful Man, whom I venerated and loved while in this 
world, and after whom I gaze with humble hope, now that it has 
pleafed ALmicuty Gop to call him to a better world, will ferve 
to introduce to the fancy of my readers the capital object of the fol- 
lowing journal, in the courfe of which I truft they will attain toa 
confiderable degree of acquaintance with him. 

‘ His prejudice againft Scotland was announced almoft as foon as 
he began to appear in the world of letters, In his Londox, a poem, 
are the following nervous lines ; 

‘¢ For who would leave, unbrib’d, Hibernia’s Jand? 
Or change the rocks of Scotland for the Strand? 
There none are fwept by fudden fate away ; 

But all, whom hunger fpares, with age decay.” 


¢ The truth is, like the ancient Greeks and Romans, he allowed 
himfelf to look upon all nations but his own as barbarians: not only 
Hibernia, and Scotland, but Spain, Italy, and France, are attacked 
in the fame poem. If he was particularly prejudiced againit the 
Scots, it was becaufe they were more in his way ; becaufe he thought 
their fuccefs in England rather exceeded the due proportion of their 
real merit; and becaufe he could not but fee in them that nationality 
which I believe no liberal-minded Scotfman will deny. He was in- 
deed, if I may be allowed the phrafe, at bottom much of a Fohn 
Bull; much of a blunt trve-born Englifoman. There was a ttratum 
of common clay under the rock of marble. He was voracioufly fond 





* « Such they appeared to me; but fince the former edition, Sir 
Jofhua Reynolds has obferved to me, ‘* that Dr. Johnfon’s- extraor- 
dinary geftures were only habits, in which he indulged himfelf at 
certain times. When in company where he was not free, or when 
engaged earneftly in converfation, he never gave way to fuch habits, 
which proves that they were not involuntary.” I ftill however think, 
that thefe geftures were involuntary ; for furely had not that been 
the cafe, he would have reftrained them in the public ftreets.? 
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of good eating; and he had a great deal of that quality called 
humour, which gives an oilinefs and a glofs to every other quality.’ 
The Do@tor’s converfation through the feveral ftages of his 
tour, is here retailed with wonderful accuracy and minutenefs. 
It is a true picture of the man and his manners: and we con- 


ftantly perceive in it fomething to entertain, and fomething to 
offend. 

‘« At fupper we had Dr. Cullen, his fon the advocate, Dr. Adam 
Ferguffon, and Mr. Crofbie, advocate. Witchcraft was introduced. 
Mr. Crofbie faid, he thought it the greateft blafphemy to fuppofe 
evil fpirits counteracting the Deity, and raifing ftorms, for inftance, 
to deftroy his creatures.—‘Fohnjon. ‘* Why, Sir, if moral evil be 
confiftent with the government of the Deity, why may not phyfical 
evil be alfo confiltent with it? It is not more itrange that there 
fhould be evil fpirits, than evil men: evil unembodied {pirits, than 
evil embodied {pirits. And as to ftorms, we know there are fuch 
things; and it is no worfe that evil {pirits raife them, than that they 
rife.” —Crefoie. ** But it is not credible, that witches fhould have 
effected what they are faid in ftories to have done.” —‘Fohn/jon. ** Sir, 
I am not defending their credibility. I am only faying, that your 
arguments are not good, and will not overturn the belief of witch- 
craft.—(Dr. Ferguffon faid to me, afide, ‘ He is right.’)—And 
then, Sir, you have all mankind, rude and civilized, agreeing in 
the belief of the agency of preternatural powers. You mutt take 
evidence: you muft confider, that wife and great men have con- 
demned witches to die.”—Crofbie. ‘* But an act of parliament put 
an end to witchcraft.” —Johnjon. ** No, Sir; witchcraft had ceafed ; 
and therefore an act of parliament was pafied to prevent perfecution 
for what was not witchcraft. Why it ceafed, we cannot tell, as we 
cannot tell the reafon of many other things.” 

Dr. Johnfon’s orthodoxy kept pace with his Toryifm, Whe- 
ther Mr. Botweill hath exadtly ftated the Do@or’s ideas of the 
Atonement, we are not certain. The terms employed are evi- 
dently thofe of a man who never ftudied the fubje&. But to whofe 
account we muft place the confufion, it is not our bufinefs to 
determine. 

‘ I {poke of the fatisfa&tion of Chrift. He faid his notion was, 
that it did not atone for the fins of the world; but, by fatisfying 
divine juftice, by fhewing that no lefs than the Son of God fuffered 
for fin, it fhewed to men, and innumerable created beings, the hei- 
noufnefs of it, and therefore rendered it unneceflary for divine ven- 
geance to be exercifed againft finners, as it otherwife mutt have 
Leen ; that in this way it might operate even in favour of thofe who 
had never heard of it: as to thofe who did hear of it, the effe& it 
should produce would be repentance and piety, by imprefling upon 
the mind a juft notion of fin : that original fin was the propenfity to 
evil, which no doubt was occafioned by the fall. He prefented 


this folemn fubject in a new light tome *, and rendered much more 
rational 
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* « My worthy, intelligent, and candid friend, Dr. Kippis, informs 
me, that feveral divines have thus explained the mediation of our 
Saviour. 
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rational and clear the doctrine of what our Saviour has done for us ; 
—as it removed the notion of imputed righteoufnefs in co-operating ; 
whereas by this view, Corift has done all already that he had to do, 
or is ever to do, for mankind, by making his great fatisfaction ; the 
confequences of which will affect each individual according to the 
yartécular conduct of each. I would illuftrate this by faying, that 
Chrift’s fatisfa&ion refembles a fun piaced to fhew light to men, fo 
chat it depends upon themfelves whether they will walk the right 
way or not, which they could not have done without that fun, ** the 
fun of vightecufuefs.” There is, however, more in it than merely 
giving hght,—a light to lighten ihe Gentiles: for we are told, there 
is healing under his wings. Dr. Johnfon faid to me, ** Richard Bax- 
ter commends a treatife by Grotius, De Sarisfa@ione Chrifti. I have 
never read it: but I intend to read it; and you may read it.’ I re- 
marked, upon the principle now Jaid down, we might explain the 
dificult and feemingly hard text, ** They that believe fhall be faved; 
and they that believe not fhall be damned :”’ They that believe fhall 
have fuch an imprefiion made upon their minds, as will make them 
a&t fo that they may be accepted by Gop.’ 

On the whole this publication hath afforded us much enter- 
tainment; and we expect to have it confiderably increafed by 
tze Life of Dr. Johnfon, now preparing for the prefs, by the 
hand which hath recorded this ‘Yournal of his Toyr, and which 
is fo well qualified to do it juftice. 

We with him to copy the example of Plutarch, who, though 
he foilowed his heroes to the recefles of private life, and ex- 
hibited them in the hours of focial eafe, yet generally left in the 


thade what tended to diminifh their greatnels, or fully their 


virtugs. B-a-k . 
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Art. VIII. Effay on the Life and Character of Petrarch: to which 
are added Seven of his Sonnets, tranilated from the [talian. 8vo. 
1s. 6d. Cadell. 1785. 


HE production of an elegant and truly claffic pen; in 
which the Writer difcovers a refined tafte and an accurate 
judgment. 

Petrarch’s paffion for Laura hath been immortalized by his 
own Sonnets. A confiderable part of this eflay is devoted to 
this fubject ;—chiefly interefting, becaufe it relates to an ad- 
mired poet, and becaufe, in defcribing the influence and effeét of 
his paffion, that poet hath left nothing new for the Mufe of 
love and melancholy to dictate to any future bard. 

The following extract from this ingenious eflay will pleafe 
every Reader that poflefles a feeling mind, which vibrates at the 


~ 
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Saviour: What Dr. Johnfon now delivered, was but a temporary 
opinion ; for he afterwards was fully convinced of the propitiatory 
Jecrifice, as 1 fhall thew at large in my future work, THe Lire OF 
SaMUEL J HNSoN, LL.D.’ 
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finer touches of fenfibility, and is awakened at the fofter mufic 
of delicate forrow. 

« For a confiderable fpace of time after the death of Laura, the 
mind of Perrarc#, inacceflible to every other idea, feems to have 
found no other employment than in the contemplation of his mif- 
fortune. There is preferved, in the Ambrofian Library at Milan, a 
manufcript of Virgil which formerly belonged to PeTrarcu, and 
on the margin of which are many notes of his hand-writing. One 
of thefe, which is written on the firft page of that manufcript, re- 

ards his beloved Laura; and ‘ there is a delicacy and a value in 
it, which hearts alone of the finefl feelings can fully enjoy.” ‘The 
following tranflation, by an anonymous Author, appears to me to 


do juftice to the original. 
“ Laura, illuftrious by the virtues fhe poffefied, and celebrated, 


during many years, by my Verfes, appeared to my eyes for the firft 
time, on the fixth day of April, in the year thirteen hundred and 
twenty-feven, at Avignon, in the church of St. Claire, at fix o’clock 
in the morning. I was then in my early youth. In the fame town, 
on the fame dav, and at the fame hour, in the year thirteen hun- 
dred and forty-eight, this light, this fun, withdrew from the worid, 
I was then at Verona, ignorant of the calamity that had befallen me, 
A letter I received at Parma, from my Ludovico, on the nineteenth of 
the following month, brought me the cruel information. Her body 
fo beautiful, fo pure, was depofited on the day of her death, after 
vefpers, in the church of the Cordeliers. Her foul, as Seneca has 
faid of Africanus, I am confident, returned to heaven, from whence 


it came. 
‘¢ For the purpofe of often dwelling on the fad remembrance of 


fo fevere a lofs, 1 have written thefe particulars in a book that comes 
frequently under my infpedtion. I have thus prepared for myfelf a 
pleafure, mingled with pain. My lofs, ever prefent to my memory, 
will teach me, that there is now nothing in this life which can give 
me pleafure—That it is now time I fhould rencunce Babylon, tince 
the chain which bound me to it, with fo tender an attachment, is 
broken, Nor will this, with the afliftance of Almighty God, be dif. 
ficult. My mind, turning to the paft, will fet before me all the fu- 
‘ete cares that have engaged me; all the deceitful hopes that I 

ave entertained, and the unexpected and affliting confequences of 
all my projects.” 

The Author proves, by a feries of arguments equally per- 
{fpicuous and forcible, that Laura was never married. The 
contrary hath been afferted, and with much plaufibility main- 
tained, by the author of Adémoires pour la Vie de etrarque, in 
3 volumes quarto, printed at Amfterdam 1764 ;—from which 
work the ingenious Mrs. Dobfon compiled her Life of Petrarch, 
in 2 volumes 8vo.—The reafons alleged by the author of the 
Mémoires to prove that Laura was a married lady are particularly 
examined, and very fatisfaQorily anfwered in the prefent eflay. 

It is here remarked, that in all the Sonnets and other Veries 
compo(ed by Petrarch, on the fubject of his paflion, there is not 
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a fingle word intimating that Laura was a married woman, 
The Author of the Effay pufhes this and other reafons with 
much fpirit and energy againft the conjecture of the AZemoir- 


writer. 

We will tranfcribe his third and fourth argument entire : 

¢ An amour of this kind, with a married woman, the mother 
of a family, was in itfelf an offence again& both merality and re- 
ligion, and muft have been viewed by the Poet himfelf in a criminal 
light. But the paflion of Perrarcn for Laura, appears to have 
been his glory and pride, and to have raifed him both in the efleem 
of others and of himfelf. 

Anima—da lei ti vien l'amorofo penfero 

Che mentre’l fegui, al fommo ben t invia— 

Da lei vien TP animofa leggiadria 

Ch’al ciel ti fcorge per deftro Sentero. Son. 12. 

© In amore meo, {ays PeTrarcu, in his Dialogue with St. Av. 
guftine, al turpe, nil obfcenum, nil denique preter maguitudinem cul- 
pabilis. Dial. de Contemptu Mundi. Jia juvenilem. animum ab 
omni turpitudine revecavit, uncogue retraxit, atque alta compulit Spec 
tare. Ibid. Amore acerrimo, fed unico et honefto in adolefcentia labo- 
ravi, et diutius laborafem, nifi jam tepef/centem ignem mors acerlba fed 
utilis extinxiffet. Epilt. ad pot. 

‘In the dialogue above-mentioned (de Contemptu Mundi, Dial. III.) 
where St. Auguftine is introduced reafoning with the Poet, and en- 
deavouring to convince him of the errors of his paft life, and parti- 
cularly to diffuade him from the indulgence of his paffion for Laura, 
to which he was as much a flave after her death, as he had been 
during her life, the Holy Father makes ufe of every argument that 
can be drawn both from Religion and Morality. Would he have 
omitted the ftrongeit of all arguments; would he have forgot to 
urge that Laura was the wife of another, and confequently that his 
paffion was a crime in the fight of God and man?’ 

The feven Sonnets tranflated from the Italian of Petrarch, 
and added to this Eflay, are marked in the original by the fol- 
lowing numerals: No. 251, 260, 261, 270, 132, 48, 212. The 
tranflation happily preferves the tender and pathetic fentiments, 
as well as the penfive air, and flow movement of the original. 


We will feleét No. 261, as a fpecimen. 
On the Profpeé? of VALCHIUSA. 


‘ Thou lonely vale, where in the fleeting years 
Of tender youth I breath’d my am’rous pain ; 
Thou brook, whofe filver ftreams receiv’d my tears, 
Thy murmurs joining to my forrowing ftrain, 
I come, to vifit all my former haunts again! 


O green-clad hills, familiar to my fight! 

O well-known paths, where oft I wont to rove, 
Muofing the tender accents of my love! 

Long ufe and fad remembrance now invite, 


Again to view the fcenes which once could give delight. 
Yes, 




















An Examination of Mr. Robinfon’s Plea, &c. 285 


Yes, ye are ftill the fame—To me alone 
Your charms decay; for fhe, who’to thefe eyes 


Gave Nature beauty, now for ever gone, 
Deep in the filent grave a mould’ring victim lies !’ 


We have only to regret that our entertainment fhould have 
been fo foon at an end, when the means of prolonging it were 


fo much at the Author's command. AO-h 


a 
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Art. 1X. An Examination of Mr. Robinfon of Cambridge’s Plea for 
the Divinity of our Lord Jefus Chrift. By alate Member of the 





Univerfity.V8vo. 3s. 6d. fewed. Johnfon. 1785. Pik 


HE Author feems unwilling to have this work claffed in 

the lift of controverfial writings; but if it doth not be- 

long to controverfy, we know not under what denomination to 

rank it. Ie hath all the peculiarities which diftinguifh that {pe- 

cimen of compofition ; and the Author, throughout, difcovers the 

zeal of a partifan, with all the guarded dexterity of the practifed 
difputant. 

In the Preface Mr. White is moft feverely reprehended for 
what the Examiner calls his * Philippie againft the learning, the 
principles, the Chriftianity of thofe whom he ftiles Socinians,” 
in the Appendix to his late celebrated Sermons. The Author, 
however, qualifies his cenfure with a tribute of refpect to the 
learning and ingenuity of the Profeflor; and ranks his Lampton 
Leéures among the juftly admired produ@tions of the age. But 
the paflage which hath given him and his brethren fo much of- 
fence, hath coupled the Socinians with the Mahometans, in fuch 
a manner as to make ignorant readers imagine, that the former 
are equally enemies to the Gofpel with the latter, and that both 
ought to be objects of equal diflike to true Chriftians. * He’ 
(viz. Mr, White) £ is however’ (fays this Writer) § much mif- 
informed, if it be not a flight of imagination, in his affertion, 
that there is fcarcely any thing the modern Socinian affects to 
regard with greater abhorrence and indignation, than a com- 
parifon that affociates his tenets with thofe of Mahomet. They 
who are perfuaded from the Scriptures, from which alone they 
can learn any thing of him, that Jefus Chrift was a human 
being, and not God; and that there is but one God, whois the 
Father of Chrift and of all beings; fo far from looking upon it as 
a reproach, or being angry at being ranked with Mahometans in 
the belief of this great truth, they would rather glory in tt; and 
do fincerely rejoice in the thought, that fo large a part of their 
fellow-creatures, in numbers furpafling Chriftians, retain a 
knowledge of fuch infinite importance as the unity of God; 
which cannot but have the beft effect upon their minds, and may 


in time turn out a great bleffing to the whole Chriftian world.’ 
When 
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286 An Dxamination of Mr. Robinfon of Cambridge's Plea 


When the Examiner thinks he hath fufficiently repelled the 
force of the Profeffor’s Philippic, he fays (with an air of autho- 
rity which he frequently * affumes in the courfe of this work) ¢ 7 
hope we Jhall hear no more genera] harangues againft Socinianifm 
and Socinians as fuch; left they be found to be in reality pointed 
againft the Gofpel and its divine Founder himfelt.” This lan- 
guage ill becomes a writer, who would have every fubject which 
relates to religion difcuffed with unreftrained freedom. It is the lan» 
guage which partial zeal hath always made ufe of; when it would 
excite imaginary alarms in the breaft, in order to fecure its doc- 
trines from too critical an inquifition.—** Take care left you be 
found fighting againft God,” —was the awful warning which the 
author of Thelyphthora rung in the ears of thofe who ventured to 
expofe his dangerous fyftem: and every fectarian zealot feeks to 
terrify by the fame expedient, and is ready to apply to himfelf 
and his miffion the words of our blefied Lord to his Apoftles— 
“ He that defpifeth you, defpifeth me.” 

In the Introduction, the Author makes an apology for under- 
taking what others of his party had declined. They, it feems, 
had confidered Mr, Robinfon’s P/ea as too fuperficial to need 
confutation; but this writer, though he entertains the fame 
Opinion of its real merit, yet, as it is written in * @ very smpofing’ 
manner, he thinks it proper to expofe its weaknefs, in order to 
guard incautious readers againit its fallacy. 

The Examination difcufles with great fhrewdnefs and inge- 
nuity the following heads of enquiry; v7z. 

Whether the facred writers {peck of God in peculiar appro- 
priated terms :—Whether Jeius Chrift is the Supreme God :— 
Whether the fame titles are given to Chrift in the Chriftian 
Scriptures which are given to God in the Jewifh Scriptures :— 
Whether the perfections which are afcribed to Jefus Chrift in 
the Scriptures are the fame with thofe that are afcribed to God: 
— Whether the works which are afcribed to Jefus Chrift are the 
fame as thofe that are afcribed to Jehovah, the Supreme God : 
Whether the like worfhip is given in tve Scriptures to Jefus 
Chriit as to Almighty God :—Whether there be any paflaves 
belonging to Jehovah, the Supreme God, in the Old Tefta- 
ment, and applied to Jefus Chrift in the New Teftament, which 
prove Jefus Chrift to be Jehovah, the Supreme God :—Whether 
the Scriptures, which foretell the deftru€tion of idolatry by the 
Gofpel, have not been fulfilled, although Jefus Chrift be wrongly 
worfhipped as God:— Whether, if Jefus Chrift be not the Su- 
preme God, Mahomet hath written more clearly on the nature 





* It may be hoped we fhall now hear no more, &c. &C. Vid. p. 23» 
38, 40, 95, &c. &c. A writer who ufes this language prefumes a 
little too much on the influence and credit of his decifions. 
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of Jefus Chrift than the Apoftles have; and whether Mahomet 
was right in his doétrine of the Unity of God :— Whether num- 
berlefs paflages of Scripture have no fenfe, or a very abfurd onc, 
if Jefus Chrift be a mere man :—What is the fource of men’s 
erroneous opinions adout the perfon of Chrift, according to the 
hypothefis of Mr. Robinfon ?—Concluding obfervations. 

Thefe enquiries take a confiderable range in the Trinitarian 
controverfy; and in every part of it the Author hath fhewn 
himfelf to be a perfect mafter of the argument which he hath 
undertaken to fupport, and thoroughly acquainted with all the 
modes both of attack and defence which have been long prac- 
tifed in the fchools of polemical divinity. 

Inftances of his adroitnefs in the art of difputation are num- 
berlefs. We will fele&t a few by way of f{pecimen. 

Mr. Robinfon, and other advocates for the divinity of Chrift, 
have laid confiderable ftrefs on the titles and appellations which 
are applied to him in Scripture. Many of them convey ideas of 
a nature far fuperior to what hath been denominated /inple bu- 
manity. Some of thefe titles are appropriated, by way of pecu- 
liar diftinction, to the Supreme Being ; and are claimed by him 
as the characterific titles of his own being and perfections. 

When, in the Pialms, the ** ever/a/ting doors” are commanded, 
by a bold and lofty figure of fpeech, to unfold themfelves, in 
order to admit ** the King of Glory ;” it is afked, ** Who is 
the King of Glory ?” The anfwer is, ** The Lord of Hofts, He 
is the King of Glory.” 

Now as a title very fimilar to this is applicd to Chrift, many 
have concluded that he muft poflefs a higher nature than the So- 
cinians are willing to allow him. He is exprefsly called in 
1 Cor. ii. 8. the Lord of Glory [tov xupsov rns Aokus] and they 
prefume the paflave to be authentic, becaufe no attempt hath 
yet been made to get rid of it, by configning it, like fome other 
paflages of the like import, to the lilt of interpolations. 

The title Lord of Glry, as applied to Jefus Chrift, is thus in- 
terpreted by our Examiner : 

‘ The glory that God has ordained for us teachers and pros 
feflors of the Gofpel, is to be the preachers and expounders of 
thofe revealed truths and benevolent purpoles of God, which, 
though contained in the Scriptures of the Old Teftament, were 
not underftood in former ages. To teach this wifdom, is all the 
glory that belongs to us; and it is what none of the rulers of 
this age attended to; for otherwife they would not have crue 
cifled the Lord of Glory; would not have put bim to a violent un- 

juit death, who was the Lord, the giver, the difpenfer of this 
glory and honour of which we boatt.? 

Mr. Robinfon produces an inftance of the fame title being 
given to Chrift as to God himiclf. He piaces the correfpondent 
texts in two oppofite coluains. 
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288 An Examination of Mr. Ratinfon of Cambridge’s Plea 


I (Jehovah) am THE FiRsT || I (Jefus)am THE FIRST AND 
AND THE LAST. Ifa. xliv. 6. || THE LAST. Rev.i. 11.17. 


‘ It 1s a mark’ (fays our Author) ¢ of very blameable negleé& 
or ignorance in Mr. Robinfon to refer his readers to Rev. i. 1, 
as an example of the title of the fir/? and the laff being given to 
Chrift; when it is a point well known to and allowed by * the 
Jearned, that tre words, / am Alpha and Omega, the firft and the 
laft, in the beginning of this eleventh verfe, are an interpolation, 
being wanting in all the beft manufcript copies and ancient ver- 
fions of the New Teftament; having probably been inferted in 
later times by fome miftake of Tranfcribers. 

© And although in the 17th verfe of this chapter, Chrift un- 
doubtedly calls himfelf, the firf? and the la/?; yet this does not 
prove Jefus to be Jehovah, the moft high God? It is not fuffi- 
cient evidence of it, that Almighty God ufed the fame terms in 
{peaking concerning himfelf, many ages before, by his prophet 
Ijaiah. Unlefs the reader be difpofed at all events, to take it on 
truft from Mr. Robinfon, it may very naturally be prefumed, 
and he will eafily perceive, that God may ftile himfelf the fir? 
and the laff in one fenfe, and Jefus be fo termed in another fenfe, 
fo as not to give the leaft colour to fufpect Jefus to be the mott 
high God on this account. 

‘ Gop, for inftance, is moft truly the fir/? and the la/?, in that 
he is before all things, and all things are from him, depending 
upon him, and which will for ever depend upon him, for their 
exiftence. ‘They may perifh, but he endureth for ever and ever. 
Chrift, on the other hand, was the firf? and the laff, in the di- 
vine difpenfation of the Gofpel, as the whole was appointed to 
begin with, and had thus its origin from him, and fhall be car- 
ried on to its final completion, by his miniftry, and according 
to his predictions, whatever oppofition be made to it by the 
powers of this world. ‘That thefe terms, the firf? and the laf, 
are here to be applied to our Lord, in fome fuch qualified fenfe as 
this, is moft apparent from the words immediately following ; 
viz. Lam he that liveth and was dead. And behold I am alive for 
evermore. i.e. ** Although I once fuffered by the hands of un- 
righteous men, and was put to death ; I fhall now Jive for ever, 
and be enabled to recompenfe all my fincere followers, who 
fhall after my example fuffer for the truth.” Such things as 
fuffering, dying, cam never in any fort be predicated of, or be- 
long to‘ the ever bleffed, eternal God.’ 

The Examiner will by no means admit that the perfon who 
fays in Rev. i. 8. Jam Alpha and Omega, &c. can be any other 











* * See Mill and Wetftein. Griefbach has, to his honour, le‘t them 
out of the text in his late moft valuable edition of the New Teftament; 
where they ovght to have no place.’ 
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than Jehovah, the felf-exiftent God. But who is the perfon 

that claims this title in Rev. xxii. 13.? [Comp. ver. 16. ] 

We will prefent the Reader with our Author’s ipgenious ex 
plication of a paflage, which feems to attribute more power to 
Chrift than is confiftent with the nature and charaéter of a mere 
man, * who had no being’ (fays our Author) ¢ till he was brought 
forth of Mary his mother, at Bethlehem, in Judea, 1785 years 
fince, according to the vulgar zra.’ 

Col. i. 16. For by him were all things created, that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, vifible and invifible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers; all things were 
created by him, and for him. | 

© Very able and impartial interpreters of the New Teftament, 
of very different fentiments concerning the perfon of Chrift, 
have feen here, that St. Paul ufes this lofty pompous language, 
not as if the inhabitants of the heavenly world, ahd of the whole 
univerfe, were affected by the Gofpel, and underwent a very 
confiderable change from it: but that it is merely language 
which he * borrows from the popular notions of his countrymen 
about the different orders of beings in the unfeen world, their 
names and powers, thereby to fet off and magnify the Gofpel the 
more. 

‘ It is alfo cuftomary in the prophetic writings, to fpeak of 

" great events in terms of allufion to their ancient hiftory, efpe- 

cially the account of the creation by Moles. : 

: ‘ And from all thefe circumftances laid together, the atten- 
tive reader will perceive, that what the Apoftle intended by this 
grand imagery, was, that mankind, of whom alone he had been 
treating, all the individuals, and the different ftates and powers 
upon earth, would undergo a mighty revolution, would be re- 
novated and reformed, put into a new ftate and condition, which 
might well be ftiled nothing lefs than a mew creation, by being 
brought acquainted with Jefus Chrift, and becoming fubjects 
and obedient to the laws of his kingdom. 

‘ This account appears to be confirmed, by the long lift 
which is given of the dignities of Chrift ; concluding, verfe the 
i8th, with his being the beginning, the firft-born from the dead; 
that is, by ranking it among his higheft honours, that for his 
confummate virtue, benevolence to men, and loyalty to God, in 
fuffering for the truth, he was fpeedily raifed from the dead to 
an immortal life and glory. For this, however glorious and 
honourabie for a creature, muft be confidered as a very inferior 
circumftance, and fuch as could not be added by the Apoftle, to 
crown a character which had before been denominated by him, 
the omnipotent and eternal Author of the univerfe. 
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* See Wetftein in locum ; Zanchius alfo, upon Eph. i. 20. 
Rev, April, 1786. U ‘Tam 
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‘ Tam fenfible that many perfons will have great prejudices’ 


againft this interpretation, who have been always accuftomed to 
annex the production of things out of nothing by a divine power, 


to the word creation; and have been led from that to confider 


efus Chrift as here pronounced to be the Creator of all things. 
¢ Jt will be difficult alfo for fome to reconcile themfelves to 
St. Paul’s literal reprefentation of the whole univerfe of Beings 
as created by Chrift, when all he intended by fuch magnificent 
language, was only to give a more grand and fublime idea of the. 
Gofpel itfelf.’ 
~ Fhe praétice of praying to Chrift hath frequently been vin- 


dicated from the charge of idolatry by the example of Stephen,’ 


recorded in the Aéts of the Apoftles. Mr. Robinfon urges this 
inftance; but our Author, adopting the fentiments of Mr, Car- 
dale on this fubje&t, fays, that © the example of Stephen is no 
rule to others, unlefs they are encouraged by a like vifion.’ 

But it will be faid, perhaps, that Stephen invoked Chrift, 
not at the moment when the vifion abforbed his faculties, in the 
tranfport of joy and wonder; but in a more awful fituation, 
when fancy gave place to reality, and his words expreffed the 
fettled conviftions of his mind. To this fuggeftion our Author 
repliese=* Although Stephen did not addrefs himfelf to Jefus, 
and call out to him, at the very moment of the vifion; yet it is 
evident from his being inftantly feized by the mad rabble upon 
the mention of it, and hurried out of the city to be ftoned, the 
traces and impreffion of it would remain ftrong upon his mind 
fo as to put him upen fuch an application to Chrift, which he 
oe not have ufed at any other time, and in a different fitua- 
tion.” 

‘Though the Author will not confent to have this work clafied 
in the if of controverfial writings, yet he hath adorned almoft 
every page with thofe figures of fpeech, and expreffive epithets, 
which controverfy firft learnt in the {chool of theology, when 
fomething that was chriftened by the name of zeal took the chair, 
and became prefident. 

Extreme ignorance—fuperficial declamation—great prefumption— 
tedious, dull, infipid, impofing, trivial—idle talk—unlearned /o- 
phifiry, are fome of the flowers which the Author fcatters around 
him with no unfparing hand. 

We muft, however, do him the juftice to acknowledge, that 
though Mr, Robinfon is much his fuperior in eloquence, and 
will enfure more readers by that animation which he throws into 
his compofitions, yet his Examiner is more than a match for 


him in-clofenefs of reafoning and fubtlety of diftin€tion; and’ 


recompentes for che defects of ftyle by the acutenefs of his 
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Art. X. Dr. Gillies’s Hifory of Ancient Greece, continucd, See 
Review, February. 


¥AVING already announced this Hiftory of Greece to the 

i Public with general expreffions of approbation, it f= 
mains that we proceed to fupport our opinion of the work, and 
to enable our Readers to judge of its merit, by giving a more 
particular account of the Author's plan, with fpecimens of the 
manner in which it is executed. 

From the imperfeétion of early hiftorical records, and the ob- 
fcurity in which fable has involved the firft accounts of all na- 
tions, the hiftorian of ancient times finds the moft irkfome, if 
not the moft difficult part of his tafk, at his firft entrance upon 
his work. This is particularly the cafe with refpect to the 
Crecian hiftory, which, in the heroic ages, abounds with my- 
thological and poetical fiction, and whofe early remains, though 
fufficiently copious, are embarrafled with many incoafiftencies. 

Dr. Gillies has, in our judgment, been uncommonly fuccefl= 
ful in making his way through thefe intricacies. In the period 
preceding the ‘Trojan war, he has developed a feries of facts, 
which carries with it every appearance of probability that can 
reafonably be expected. He traces back the hiftory of this coun- 
try to two tribes of hunters and fhepherds, known by the names 
of Hellenes and Pelafgi; he remarks their fubfequent divifions 
and their emigrations; he relates the arrival of colonies, at dif- 
ferent periods, from Egypt and Afia; he notices the improves 
ments which they introduced, he mentions thofe circumftances 
which retarded the progrefs of fociety, and enumerates thole 
which contributed to civilization in Greece. The following 
account of the Argonautic expedition, and its effects, appears to 
us exceedingly judicious and fatisfactory : 

‘ The northern diftrifts of ‘Theffaly being peculiarly expofed to 
the dangerous fury of invaders, the petty princes of that province 
entered into a confederacy for their mutual defence. They affem- 
vled in {pring and autumn at Thermopyla, a place afterwards fo 
i!luftrious, and then governed by Amphifyon, a defcendant of Deu- 
calion, whofe name is immortalized in the Amphi@yonic council. 
The advantages which the confederates derived from this meafure, 
were foon perceived by their neighbours. The central ftates era- 
dually acceded to their alliance; and, about the middle of the fours 
teenth century before Chriit, Acrifius king of Argos, and other 
princes of the Peloponnefus, were allowed to fhare the benefits and 
fecurity of this ufeful affociation. 

‘ After this event, the Amphictyons appcar to have long confined 
themfelves to the original purpofe of their inflitution. ‘the fates, 
whofe meafures were directed by this aflembly, found fufficient occu- 
pation in defending their own territories; anc near a century 
elapfed, before they undertook, by common confent, any diftant ex- 
pedition, But it was not to be expected that their reftlefs aétivity 
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could be always exhaufted in defenfive war. The eflablifhment of 
the Amphi¢tyons brought together the chiefs moft diftinguifhed hy 
birth and bravery. Glory and emulation prompted them to arms, 
and revence directed thofe arms againft the barbarians. Jafon, Ad- 
metus, add other chieftains of ‘Theflaly, having equipped a fmall 
fleet in the neighbouring harbour of loleus, and particularly the 
fhip Argo, of fuperior fize and conftruction to any before known, 
were animated with a defire ro vifit foreign lands, to plant colonies 
in thofe parts of them that appeared moft delightful, and to retort 
on their inhabitants the injuries which Greece had fuffered from 
ftrangers, The princes of the north having proclaimed this fpirited 
defign over the central and fouthern provinces, the ftandard of enter- 
prize and glory was f{peedily furrounded by the flower of the Grecian 
youth, who eagerly enrbrated this honourable opportunity to figna- 
lize their manly valour. Peleus, Tydevs, Telamon, and, in gene- 
ral, the fathers of thofe heroic chiefs, who, in- the fucceeding age, 
fhone with ditinguifhed luftre in the plains of Troy, are numbered 
among the leaders of the Argonauts. They were accompanied by 
the chofen warriors, and by the venerable prophets, of their refpec- 
tive tribes; by an Efculapius, the admired father of the healing art, 
and by the divine Orpheus, whofe fublime genius was worthy to ce- 
Jebrate the amazing feries of their adventures. 

« Thefe adventures, hawever, liave been too much adorned bz 
the graces of poetry, to be the proper fubjedts of hiiftorical compofi- 
tion. The defigns of the Argonauts are veiled under the allegorical; 
or at lealt doubtful, phrafe, ** of carrying off the golden fleece ;”” 
which, though eafily expiained, if we admit the report that the in- 
habitants of the eaftern banks of the Euxine extended fleeces of 
wool,. in order to collect the golden particles which were carried 
down by the torrents from Mount Caucafus, is yet defcribed in fuch 
various language by ancient writers, that almoit every modern who 
examines the fubject, thinks himfelf entitled to offer, by way of ex- 
planation, fome new conjecture of his own. But in oppofition to 
the moft approved of thefe conjectures, we may venture toaffirm, 
that the voyage to Colchis was not undertaken with a view to efta- 
blifh extenfive plans of commerce, or to fearch for mines of gold, 
far lefs to learn the imaginary art of converting other fubftances into 
that precious metal ; all fuch motives fuppofing a degree of fpecu- 
lation and refinement unknown in that age t the gallant but unin- 
ftructed youth of Theffaly. The reat objet of the expedition may 
be difcovered by its confequences. ‘Fhe Argonauts fought, con- 
guered, and plundered; they fettled a colony on the fhores of the 
Fuxine ; and carried into Greece a'daughter of the king of Col- 
chis, the eclebrated Medea, a princefs of Egyptian extraction, whofe 
crimes and enchantments are condemned to eternal infamy in the 
immortal lines of Euripides. 

* Notwithitanding many romantic fictions thet disfigure the ftory 
of the Argonauts, their undertaking appears to have been attended 
with a confiderable and a happy effect on the manners and charaéter 
of the Greeks. From the zra of this celebrated expedition, we may 
difcover not only a more daring and more enlarged {pirit of enter- 
prize, but amore decilive and rapid progrefs towards civilization 
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and humanity. The fullen and unfociable chiefs, whofe acquaint- 
ance with each other moft commonly arofe fram acts of mutual 
hoftility, hitherto gave full {cope to tle fanguinary paffions which 
charaéterize barbarians, Strength and courage were almoft the.only 

valities which they admired: they fought and plundered at the 
head of their refpective tribes, while the inhabitants of the neigh- 
bouring diftriéts were regarded as fit objects only ‘to excite their rage, 
and gratify their rapacity. ‘But thefe gloomy warriors, having ex- 
erted their joint valour in a remote expedition, learned the‘neceflity 
of acquiring more amiable virtues, as well as of adopting more li- 
beral notions of the public intereft, if they pretended to deferve the 
efteem of their equals. Military courage and addrefs might alone 
rocure them the refpect of their immediate followers, fince the 
fafety of the little community often depended on the warlike abi- 
jities of the chiefrain ; but when feveral tribes had combined in 2 
common:enterprize, there was ‘lefs dependence on the prowefs of any 
jingle leader, Emulation and intereft naturally rendered all thefe 
Jeaders as jealous of each other, as defirous of the public applaufe ; 
and, in order to acquire this applaufe, it was neceffary to brighten 
the luftre of martial {pirit-by the more valuable virtues of juftice and 
humanity.’ 

The war of Thebes, the expedition of Thefeus to Crete, and 
the fiege of Troy, with its confequences, pafs in review before 
the reader, not in the glare of poetical fiction, but in the clear 
and temperate light of philofophical narration. 

Chiefly on the authority of Homer, to whom Dr. Gillies, on 
the beft grounds, allows the credit of a faithful hiftorian of the 
mythology, geography, hiftory, and manners of the Greeks, he 
takes a particular furvey of the ftate of religion, government, 
arts, and manners, in this early period. His obfervations on 
thefe heads difcover correct information, and no common fhare 
of philofophical penetration. ‘There is a-degree of originality 
and ingenuity in the Author’s reflections on the nature of their 
religious inflitutions, and their effect as moral fanéions, which will 
fufficiently apologize for our tranfcribing the whole paffage : 
but for this extract we muft refer our Readeis to the next 
month’s Review. E. 





Art. XI. Addrefes to the Deity. By James Fordyce, D.D. 12mo. 
zs. 6d. fewed. Cadell. 1785. 


HAT pure and rational devotion is the nobleft exercife of 

the human mind, will be readily admitted by every fin- 

cere believer in the great principles of natural religion ; that ig 
is likewife the meft delightful exercife, and the richeft fource of 
improvement and confolation, will be acknowledged by every 
ferious Chriftian. ‘The writer, therefore, who labours to in- 
{pire the young with a tafte for the moft exalted pleafures of 
which they are capable, and to improve that tafte where it is 
already formed, muft be confidered as a friend to the beft inte- 
U 3 reft: 
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refts of mankind ; as folicitous to cherifh and encourage that 
temper and difpofition from which the moft folid fatisfa&ions 
muft ever flow. Such is the praife to which the pious and in- 
genious Author of thefe Addreffes 1s juftly entitled. 

‘ I chofe the title of Addrefes to the Deity,’ fays he, £ rather than 
that of Prayers, becaufe, though they contain many petitions and 
interceflions, they partake chiefly of the ityle of meditation. In 
truth, they are meant for a fpecies of pious contemplutions, where 
the foul, acting under an animated fenfe of the Divine Prefence, ex- 
prefles with humility and ardour her inmokt thoughts, aff >étions, and 
defires, on different fubjeéts, and fill looks up « God as her Parent 
and her Judge, whofe approbation conititutes her fovereign felicity, 
as he alone can proteé&t and blefs her through every period of her 
exiltence. 

« In this view it is hoped, that candour will make allowance for 
the freedom ot introducing from Life, as well! as from Scripture, 
various chara‘ters and events, which rofe to the memory, and ex- 
cited the fenfibility of the writer. Thofe, indeed, he did not al- 
ways find it very eafy to reprefent in language immediately directed 
to the Supreme. But he was defirous of making the attempt, from 
a belief that generalities feldom touch the heart, and that particular 
circumltances and objects are more likely to awaken and affeé it. 

‘ The breaks between the paragraphs, marked by numbers, were 
defigned for refiting-places to the reader, in cafe he fhould be in- 
clined to adopt any part of thefe Addreffles for his own ufe; as he 
may there ftop for a longer or fhorter time, to think over what he 
has juft read for the purpofe of imprefling it more deeply, and then 
renew his attention to proceed, with a facred feeling of the fame 
tranfcendent Prefence. By fuch folemn paufes, the author conceives 
that exercifes of this kind, efpecially where they run into fome 
length, might be rendered more moving and efficacious, than it is 
to be feared is often the cafe, from the fuperficial and hafty manner 
in which they are too commonly performed.’ 

From this account, our Readers may form a juft idea of the 
Author’s plan; and in regard to the execution of it, we may 
venture to fay, that whoever is defirous of cultivating a fpirit 
of fervent, habitual! devotion, will be greatly affifted by it, and 
find a growing pleafure in devotional exercifes, The Doétor’s 
views of réligion, both natural and revealed, are rational; and 
his picty and benevolence are confpicuous through the whole of 
his 4ddrefes. ‘Vhe following paflages may ferve as a fpecimen 
of his manner: 

‘ What fhall I render, O Lord, for the exalted fatisfa&tion of 
tracing thy attributes in this capacious univerfe, for the tranfcendent 
privilege of walking with thee, amidft the glory of thy works? Dif- 
pof: me more attentively to ftudy, though [ can never fully compre- 
hend, them. Unable asI am, ina furvey fo immenfe and {fo various, 
to difcover the contrivance or the ufe of many parts, I have yet 
2.undant caufe to believe that they are worthy of their Author; fuch 
confiltency of defign, fuch confummate wifdom, fuch boundlefs 
goodnefs are confpicuous in all the reft! I rejoice in the reflection, 


7 that 

















Fordyce’s Addreffes to the Deity 295 


that the farther enquiry is extended by the largeft and moft en- 
lichtened minds, they meet yet brighter marks of intelligence and 
benignity, and are more fully convinced that thofe appearances 
which the ignorant and the difcontented have cenfured as blemithes 
in the plan, or defects in the execution, are to be numbered among 
the ftrongeft demonftrations of thy ikill and care, almighty Archite& ! 
But, O my God, if views, which this limited flate of humanity, ren~ 
ders at the utmoft imperfeé, yield fo much delight, what will it be 
when every remaining cloud, that now obfcures thy workmanhhip, 
fhall vanifh, and the light of Eternity, breaking forth on our tranf- 
ported eyes, fhall give us to behold it in all its magnitude and 
{plendor ?’ 

‘ Save me, Heavenly Father, from the boafted benevolence of 
thofe, who, while they promife liberty from the fhackles of fuper- 
ftition and prejudice, are labouring to overthrow every principle, 
which thou hatt eftablihed among mankind as the foundation of 
their virtue and their hapvinefs. Deliver me from the falfe pretexts 
of thofe whofe ‘‘.tender mercies are cruelty ;’’ who would rob the 
fainting f{pirit of its richeft cordial, tear from the children of forrow 
their moft powerful fupport, and leave without reward or expecta- 
tion the generous toils of the true patriot, the ufeful and arduous re- 
fearches of the devout philofopher, the patient conflicts and heroic 
facrifices of the follower of Jefus. May I ever regard with abhor- 
rence their impious fyftem, who would transform this beautiful and 
glorious Univerfe into a fcene of defolation, by excluding thy crea~ 
‘tive energy, and banifhing that fovereign prefence which directs, en- 
livens, and adorns it! Defend, I befeech thee, every virtuous mind, 
and every unwary youth, from the deceitfulnefs of all that are wick- 
edly ftriving to undermine and deftroy ‘* whatfoever things are juft, 
and true, and venerable, and holy among men;” whatfoever things 
can endear them to each other as members of thy Family, or recom- 
mend them to thee as fubjeéts of thy Government; whatfoever 
things become their dignity and their hopes as immortal beings. In 
{pire them with an utter and unabating detettation of that depravity, 
which, not contented to difturb the peace and order of human life, 
feeks with frigid argumentation, deliberate fubtilty, or wanton 
mirth, to damp and degrade the heaven-born foul that was made 
after thine image, and at lait to fink it with all its faculties and ho- 
nours into the fearful abyfs of Nothing.’ 

‘The work contains fix Addrefes; the firt—On a View of the 
Sea; the fecond, on Salvation by Chrift; the third, on Con- 
templation; the fourth and fifth, on Providence; and the fixth, 
on the Death of Dr. Samuel Johnfon: whom our Author Ja- 
ments, as a ‘ fhining light,’ then recently extinguifhed *. 5S me 
Readers may poffibly imagine that the Author is guilty of an 
impropriety in introducing the mention of his brother in his 
firft Addrefi. Confidering the circumftances of his brother’s 
death, however, it was extremely natural for Dr. Fordyce, 


when taking a view of the ocean, to indulge his feelings; and 








* This work was publifhed foon after the death of Dr. johnfon. 
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his fenfibility muft be allowed todo him honour. But fo flight 
an impropriety, if it muft be confidered as fuch, will be eafily 
overlooked by every reader who poflefles a feeling heart, R 





Art. XII. Fhe Shield of Achilles, tranflated from the French of 
Monfieur Court de Gebelin. 4to. 1s. Robinfon, &c. 


PwHIS thield, it has been faid, is the world in epitome; but 

A itis the world, fays our ingenious Author, confidered in 
one of its annual revolutions, It is, as it were, a Greek Ca- 
lendar in verfe, or in pictures, beginning from January, and fo 
proceeding regularly on, from month to month, to the clofe of 
the year. To confirm this explanation of the fhield of Achilles, 
M. Court de Gebelin gees through the fucceffive pi€tures or de- 
{criptions given by Homer, and fhows that they relate to the 
various employments of men, in early ages of fociety, in the 
different months of the year. It muft be acknowledged, how- 
ever, that the explanation of the figures introduced in this won- 


_ derful piece of poetry, forms not the main difficulty of the 


fubjecd. 

‘ The wits in the beginning of this century took it into their 
—_ to attack Homer with unparalleled effrontery : the famous 
Monfieur La Mothe, the Coripheus of thofe days, joined the confedes 
yacy, and although he poffeffed not the leaft knowledge of the 
Greek language, yet had the affurance to pafs judgment upon our 
immortal Bard, from Madame Dacier’s cold, inanimate, and infipid 
tranflation ; nay he proceeded farther, he even dared to verfify 
Homer, but it was a traveftie: This Lady complained moft bit- 
terly: fhe was learned, but threw off the delicacy of her fex; fhe 
had indeed drank deep, but muddy draughts of literature; and, as 
it were, monopolifed all the pedantry of the writers, whom fhe 
had propofed as her models. ———-Za Mothe defended himfelf with 
vivacity, and yet with all the politenefs of that age ; the difpute was 
very unequal ; and the honour of Homer fuffered by the controverfy ; 
he lay obfcured for fome time, like the fun under an eclipfe. ‘The 
Shield of Acu1LLEs in a more particular manner could not efcape 
their farcaftical attacks. 

‘ The Abbé Tarafon more particularly depreciated the genius 
of Homer, and maintained that in order to reprefent every picture 
on the fhield, would have required a fpace large enovgh to have 
contained the whole of the Paluce Royal. | | 

‘ Monfeur Boivin, inf{pired with the foul of our inimitable bard, 
took fire at thefe ungenerous infinuations ; and to confound thefe 
illiterate critics, employed P/eughels, an eminent artift, to paint thefe 
compartments on the Shield in a narrow compafs ; in the year 1715, 
he direéted the engravings executed by Mon/reur Cochin? 

Without entering into this difpute, we fhall infert a note 
from Dr. Gillies’s Hiftory of Ancient Greece, which fets this in- 
terefting fubje& in a new point of view : 


« The 
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«© The nobler kinds of painting are all illuftrated in the fhield of 
Achilles ; and each piéture difcovers a wonderful degree of inwvens 
tion, exprefion, and compofition. Mliad xviii, Perrault and Ter- 
raffon, who thought it impoflible to place fo many pictures in che 
circumference of a fhield, were anfwered by Boivin, who fuppoied 
a great many concentric circles. ‘This opinion was adopted by 
Pope, who pretends that all the branches of painting, even aerial 
perfpective, may be found in Homer’s fhield; ‘* That he was no 
“* ftranger to aerial perfpective, appears from his exprefsly marking 
«© the diftance from obje& to object,” &c. But this obfervation 
only proves that Pope, who prattifed painting, was little acquainted 
with the theory of that art; fince aerial perfpective has nothing to 
do with the diminution of objeéts in proportion to their diltance, 
and relates entirely to the changing and weakening of colours, ace 
cording to the condition of the medium through which they are 
feen. The objections of Perrault and Terraflon, and the concen- 
tric circles of Boivin, are equally frivolous. ‘The fhield of Homer 
contains, in fact, but ten pictures. The enumeration by the par- 
ticles wv and & fixes the number. But the poet not only defcribes 
thefe ten pictures actually reprefented on the fhield, but alfo men- 
tions their antecedents and confequents. This is the chief fuperi- 
ority of poetical imitation above painting, that it can defcribe ina 
few pages, what many galleries of pictures could not reprefent.” 

The fame idea is explained at greater length in Dr. Gillies’s 


14th chapter, which gives the hiftory of the arts of defign. Gi? 





Art. XIII. Ye Hoty Breve; containing the Books of the Old 
and New Teftaments, carefully printed from the firft Edition 
(compared with others) of the prefent Tranflation: with Notes, 
by the Right Reverend Father in God, Thomas Wilfon, D. D. 
Lord Bifhop of Sodor and Man; and Various RENDERINGS, 
collected from other Tranflations, by the Rev. Clement Cruttwell, 
the Editor. Three Vols. 4to. 4l. 14s. 6d. Boards. Riving- 
ton, &c. 1785. 

HIS edition of the Bible is publifhed with the laudable de« 
fign of affifting the widows and children of clergymen in 

the counties af Lancafter and Chefter, and the Ifleof Man. A 

numerous lift of fubfcribers appears prefixed to the work; fo 

that there can be no doubt that the publication has already an- 
fwered one very ufeful purpofe. 

_ The Editor has greatly increafed the value of this edition by 

inferting, in the margin, different renderings of the fame paf- 

fage, from al] the tranflations he could procure: he has alfo 
prefixed a particular account of the feveral English tranflations 
of the Bible, and of their authors. He deferves much applaufe 
for the labour and attention that he has beftowed on this part 
of the work, which may afford great affiftance toward a new 

tranflation, whenever this fhall be judged neceffary. 
With refpect to the Bifhop’s Notes, they are only to be con- 
fidered as brief hints, either for the explanation, or the practical 
| improvement, 
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improvement, of particular paflages.—As illuftrations of the 
text, their value is inconfi cabin efpecially as the Author fre- 
quently decides and pronounces without proof, and falls into 
miftakes tnrough inadvertency. He alte rts, for example, that 
St. Mathew wrote within eight years, St. Mark within ten, and 
S:. Luke within fifteen years after Chrift’s alcenfion,—contrary 
to the opinion commonly received, that the earlieft Gofpel was 
not written till about the year 60, or twenty-fix or twenty-feven 
years after the death of Chrift. He fays, thac ‘Tertullian affirms, 
that the very original books of Scripture, written by the 
Ap ‘ftles and Evangelifts with their own hands, were extant in 
the churches in his time:’ whereas the original words [{apud 
quas (ecclefias) autlentice litere eorum recitantur] imply nothing 
more than that the writings then read in the churches were gee 
nuine: Sve Lardner, Part ii, vol. ii. p. 598. and F. Simon’s 
Critical Hiftory of N. T. ch. 4.—To shvbate the difficulty which 
arifes from the name Barachias in Matt, xxiii. 36. the Bifhop 
fuppofes the words to be a prophecy of one Zechariah the fon 
of Baruch (mentioned by Jofephus, Apol. c. 26.) who was murs 
dered in the Temple juft before the deftruction of J-rufalem.— 
Speaking of Herod’s maffacre of the infants at Bethlehem, ia 
his note on the ft verfe of the 2d chapter of Matihew, he fays, 
that Herod probably waited for the return of the wife men till our 
Saviour was entered upon his fecond year; and in his note or 
the 14th verfe of the fame chapter, he {ays that Herod: died in 
fomething lefs than a year after Chrift was born. ‘The notes on 
Revelations afford fome curious examples of a fanciful applica- 
tion of prophecies : among which are the following; Rev. ix. 17. 

*A mott lively defcription of guns and gunpowder, invented 
under this trumper, and made ufe of by the Turks to deftroy 
the Chriftians.’ Ch. vi. 15. 22.——The flood. * Was not this the 
Arian herefy, which the devil raifed immediately after the em- 
pire tecame Chriftian?’ 

As leflons of praética] inftruGiion, thefe notes are alfo liable 
to objefion. Sometimes we find them quaint and trivial, as in 
the following example: Matt. xi. 8. 4 man clothed in Soft rai- 
ment: Note—* Would to God this luxury were not found ia 
other places !’—What then, it might be afked, would become 
of our manufaCtures ? 

We are forry to add, that we meet with paffages in thefe notes 
breathing a fpirit the reverfe of that charity which is the 
end of the commandment. On Rom. xv. 22. the Bifhop re- 
maiks; * It is a wicked thing to difturb the peace of the church 
with private opinions: nothing can excufe a man’s publifhing 
his private fentiments, which are contrary to the doctrine of the 
church, unlefs the church holds fome damnable error.’—Had 
Luther been of this opinion, where had been the Reformation ? . 
What is the fpirit of fuch doétrine but this, Let him that is ig- 

norant, 
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norant, be ignorant ftill. In the note on St. Luke, xiv. 23, 
Compel them to come in, we find this quotation from St. Auguf- 
tine: © When the church is fettled, if the fheep wilfully leave 
the fold, they are to be compelled, by moderate penalties, to re~ 
turn into the fold; for to compel men to that which is good is 
lawful, and the duty of Chriftian princes, and which has 
brought many to fee their errors.” After adopting this do@rine, 
fraught with all the horrors of perfecution, with what confiftency 
could the Author add—Compel them—by exhortations and in- 
treaties, not by force? How much more worthy of the good 
Bifbop Vi‘/on, is the exclamation which we meet with in ano- 
ther part of thefe notes, * O that Chriftians would be perfuaded 
to think favourably of one another, and to preferve an unity of 


love one towards another !’ E 
e 





MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 


For APRIL, 1736. 
PoLITICAL. 


Art. 14. Thoughts on a Bill offered to Parliament for regulating 
the Export and Import of Corn: with Obfervations on Dean Tuck- 
er’s Reflections, fo far as they relate to this fubje&. By a Coun- 
try Gentleman. §vo. 1s. Pridden. 1786. 


HE bill referred to was withdrawn, on account of an obje@ion 
taken to its principal obje&t, viz. to regulate the export and 
import of the whole kingdom by the prices of the London market: 
on which ground alfo, Dean Tucker caft many harfh reflections on 
the promoters of that meafure. This is a well-written defence of 
the Bill; and fince it failed, from a prejudice entertained againft 
the London market being made the ftandard, the writer concludes 
with fome hints. for another, which, by taking in averages from all 
the maritime counties, will, he hopes, be confidered as lefs excep- 
tionable. 

Art. 15. Addrefs to the Stockholders: with a Propofal for the bet- 
ter Security of their funded Property. 4to. 2s. Murray. 1785. 
‘rhe fam of this tedious pamphlet is, a modeit requeft to the pro- 

prietors of ftock, that they would grant to government a yearly be- 

nevolence of 360,000/. by a tax of 4 per cent. upon their dividends 

of intereit; or, if they prefer it, that they would fubmit to an a& 

allowing a month’s delay yearly in the payment of the dividends of 

the funded money. If the Author has nothing better to propofe 
than fuch demands upon generofity, we apprehend his abilities in 

financiering will be of little ufe to the Public. . 

Art. 16. Ywo Letters addrefied to the Right Hon. W. Pitt, for 
obtaining an equal Syftem of Taxation, and for reducing the Na- 
tional Debt. By P. Barfoot, Efq. 8vo. 15s. Debrett. 1786. 
On a comparative view of the proportions of taxes paid by tradef- 

men and farmers, Mr. Barfoot ihews that the burden bears more 

heavily on the latter than on the former; and for their relief he 
offers 
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offers fome fubftitutes for the taxes on malt, falt, foap, and candles, 
Rut he is guilty of a fin never to be forgiven iz this world, by drag- 
ging in the clergy for their quota, with the aggravation of difguifing 
the impofition under the name of a free gift: can any propofal in- 
clude a more glaring abufe of words? 

His fcheme for paying off the national debt, is nearly the fame 
with that fuggefted by Lord Newhaven *; with this material dif- 
tin@tion however, that he requires fix years more for its operation « 
but whether this is an advantage or otherwife, may, for reafons 
hinted in that article, be Jeft as an exercife for political ingenuity, 
Art. 17. Defultory Reflections ou Police: with an Effay on the 

Means of preventing Crimes and amending Criminals. By Wil- 

liam Blizard, F.S.A. Surgeon of the Artillery Company, &c. 

$vo.,.2s. Dilly. 

Every one who knows any thing of the general police through the 
three grand divifions of the metropolis, muft know alfo, that it is 
sntitled to very little praife. We collect, from anecdotes inter- 
Iperfed in thefe letters, that a more intimate correfpondence fubfits 
between many of the officers of juftice, their dependants, &c. and 
the wretches who live by habitual depredations on fociety, than is 
compatible with the public fecurity, or the dignity of magiftracy. 
The Effay hints at, but does,enter fully into, a like idea of: armed 
nightly patroles that was ftrongly recommended by a late writer on 
the fame fubje& +. 

Art. 18. Tax on Retail Shops; or the Plunderers of India ere€t- 
ing the Standard of Peculation in Great Britain. ‘Together with 

a Peep among the Back Stairs Club; with Refleétions on the 

Condu& of fecret Advifers fince the Acceflion of his prefent May 

jefty. Alfo pointing out infallible Methods of obtaining a Re- 

peal of the odious and deteftable Shop Tax A&. By Old Square 

Toes. 8vo. 1s. Ridgway. 1786. 

One of the mental infirmities incident to age, is, that crude opi- 
nions, formed during youth, fink fo deep, and influence the habits 
of thinking fo powerfully, in length of time, that no reafoning or 
evidence, however cogent, can turn their courfe, or alter the traces: 
hence it is that fome old men become intolerable through their ig- 
norance, conceit, and obftinacy; and the more fo becaufe age is 
generally confidered as intitled to refpeét on the credit of fuppofed 
wifdom. The writer of the filly farrago before us may aflert this 
claim by his fgnature; but however tacitly it may be admitted 
when he is haranguing at his evening club, fuch complaifance can- 
not be extended to his ravings in the public charaGer of a writer. 
Art. 19. The prefent State of Great Britain confidered; and the 

National Debt difcufled, toward a radical and fpeedy Payment. 

By a Lover of his Country. S8vo. 1s. 6d. Becket. 1786. 

After fome loofe general remarks, this writer propofes to pay off 
the national debt in fqur years, 100,000,000 /. excepted, to be 
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* See Rev. Feb. p. 153. 1 


+ * Outlines of a Plan for fecuring London and its Environs 
from the Depredations of Houfebreakers, Street and Highway Rob- 
bers,’ See Rev. vol, Ixxii. p. 146. 
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referved as a fund for marriage fettlements, the property of widows 
and orphans, and for monied interett attached to government. 
His ways and means are, firft, to abolifh the land-tax, cuftoms, and 
excife, and in their ftead to eftablifh a navigation-office, where al? 
fhips coming in and going out, are to be entered, with a payment of 
certain fees not fpecified. Britifh and foreign goods on Britifh bot~ 
toms, to pafs free from any other impofitions: but foreign goods 
in foreign fhips, to pay moreover 5 per cent. on value. For fome 
particular regulations as to the corn trade, we mutt refer to the 
pamphlet. ; 

Having 266,000,000 4. to difcharge in four years, he computes 
the number of the people at 7,000,000 /, reckoning one woman and 
two children to every man, deducting thefe will leave four millions 
of males. From this namber taking off two millions for labourers 
-and artizans, there will remain two millions ; of whom he fuppofes 
one half to be ‘ mean chandlerfhop people, failors, foldiers, and 
* fervants.’? The remaining one million, confifting of nobility, gen- 
try, confiderable tradefmen, manufaQurers, and farmers, is the 
fet he feleéts and trufts to for the difcharge of this load, by a tax 
of 5 per cent. on their refpective incomes ; which tax is to extend to 
all corporate companies. 

At the end of this period the mode of taxation here recommend- 
ed is to ceafe with its objeét; and the current expences of the ftate, 
with the intereft of the 100,000,000 /. referved, are to be raifed by 
a reference to the poor’s rate, computed at two millions : five times 
which fum to be levied on the inhabitants of every parifh, according 
to the parifh books. 

Such, as briefly as we could exprefs them, and without any com- 
ments, are the outlines of a fcheme for the confideration of politi- 
cians of all dimenfions. 

Art. 20. Certain Arrangements in civil Policy, neceflary for the 
farther Improvement of Hufbandry, Mines, Fifheries, and Ma- 
nufactures in this Kingdom; ina Letter to the Gentlemen af- 
fembled in Quarter Seflion in a large northern County. By the 
Hon. A. Frafer. 8vo. 1s. Cadell. 

Every writer whofe aim is to promote the public welfare, is in- 
titled to public acknowledgments ; but, it fhould be obferved with- 
al, that the applaufe due to the motive, does not neceflarily imply 
an approbation of the execution. ‘This applaufe is fo clearly due 
to Mr. Frafer, that it is with reluétance we muft add, that he has 
_ given us nothing beyond a few defultory obfervations, leading 

only to loofe general principles. That the whole is indigefted, 
will appear by obferving that this very loofe-printed pamphlet of 
about forty pages is made up of a letter, as mentioned in the title, 

a poftfcript to that letter, and an appendix to both. He promifes 

to lead us to the expectation of certain arrangements in civil policy ; 

inftead of which he points out certain arrangements of local advan- 
tages and difadvantages, from which we derive two clear pofitions : 
firft, that fuel and water-carriage are advantages indifpenfably re- 
quifite to give commercial value to all others, or to compenfate for 
partial deficiencies : fecondly, that duties impofed on either of thefe 


articles, in the firft inftance, will ftifle all the efforts of induftry. 
In 
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In the poftfcrip: Mr. Frafer appears to be an advocate for the eft#- 
blifhment of fifhing towns in the northern parcs of Scotland; and 
in the appendix he offers fome confiderations on the nurferies for 
Britith feamen. , He does not allow, and we believe he is very right, 
either the Eaft India, the Weft India, or the Greenland trades, to 
be marine nurferies; for, employing none but able feamen, they 
wear them out, but breed none; our feamen he therefore contends 
are raifed in the coaft-fifhery and coalt-trade, which employ boys, 
and train them to the fea by a regular apprenticefhip. 

As the objeéts of Mr. Frafer’s attention in this addrefs to the 
Public are of great national impertance, we cannot but recommend 
his publication to fuch of our readers as are interefted in the con- 
tents: and what individual of the Britith empire is zot interefted in 
them? 

Art. 21. 4 Letter from a diinguifocd Enzlifo Commoner, to a 
Peer of Ireland, on the Repeal of a Part of the Penal Laws againft 
the Irifh Catholics. 12mo. 6d. Keating. 1785. 

This diftinguifhed tommoner is a gentleman of great fenfibility 
of nerves in the caufe of the Irifh catholics; as thinking it better 
for them to remain under the full rigour of the penal laws, than to 
receive a mitigation of thofe laws, if the terms in which the relaxation 
is conveyed are to remind them that they are ftill catholics. ¢ It is 
not eafy for me to determine whether or no it was wife for the 
fake of expunging the black letter of laws, which, menacing as they 
were in the language, were every day fading into difufe, folemnly 
to reaffirm the principles and to re-enact the provifions of a code 
of ftatutes, by which you are totally excluded from the privileges 
of the commonwealth from the higheft to the loweft, from the 
moft material of the civil profeffions, from the army, and even 
from education, where alone education is to be had.’ Again: 
* To look at the bill in the abftraét, it is neither more nor lefs 
than a renewed act of univ -rfal, unmitigated, indifpenfable, ex- 
ceptionlefs difqualification.’? Lt is it a benefit to individuals, or 
is it not? And is an exemption trom penal laws of no value unlefs 
it extends to a full participation of political privileges? Chriftian 
charity may dictate the one, while found policy, grounded on expe- 
rience, may juftifiably ftop fhort of the other. 

This is a very fenfible letter ; but the writer entérs too minutely 
and too feelingly into the caufe of the Catholics, and particularly of 
their priefts, for the affumed proteftant character of the writer. N 
Art. 22. Letters from the Right Honourable (¥’—— E ,on 

the late political Arrangement, to the Earl of Carlifle, Lord 

North, Hon. C. J. Fox, John Lee, Efg; Mi. W. Woodfall, 

Duke of Portland, Lord Loughborough, R. B. Sheridan, Efg; J. 

Wedgwood, Efq; William Adam, Efg. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Bla- 

don. 1786. ae 

We met with this grub fome time ago *, and have nothing farther 
to remark on this fecond encounter, than that—*‘ the creature’s at 
** his dirty work again.” N. 
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Art. 23. 4n authentic Account of the Debates in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, February 27, &c. on the propofed Plan of Fortifications by 
his Grace the Duke of Richmond, &c. 1786. With a correct Lift 
of the Divifion, and an Appendix, confilting of the Report made 
to his Majefty by the Board of Land and Sea Officers ; Copies of 
Letters from Lord Sidney to the Duke of Richmond, &c. &c. 8vo. 
2s. 6d. Ridgeway. 1786. 

It comes not within the province of this work to determine on the 
propriety of the arguments ufed on either fide of the queition here 
agitated, or to animadvert on the management of the debate. To 
do either, would be, to review the fpeeches of the feveral members, 
or to criticife the proceedings of the Houfe of Commons. All that 
we have to determine, is the degree of accuracy and impartiality 
with which thefe f{peeches are a pepreng this point, not 
having been prefent when they were delivefed, we cannot {peak po- 
fitively, but from many circumftances, we have great reafon to be- 
lieve that the whole is faithfully ftated. Admitting this, the publi- 
cation before us may be confidered as exhibiting a full and clear 
view of that interefting bufinefs, with all its dependent circum- 


OR 


ftances. Gr-e, 


BriTisH FIsHERIeES. 

Art. 24. Obfervations on the Report of the Committee of the Hou/e 
of Commons appointed to inquire into the State of the Britith 
Fifhery. By Robert Fall, Efqg. 8vo. 2s. Debrett. 1786. 
Thefe Obfervations coming from a gentleman intimately con- 

cerned in the Scotch fitheries, claim more attention and credit than 

the reprefentations and fuggeftions of anonymous fpeculatifts. They 
are offered under a variety of heads, into which our limits prevent 
us from entering. Different, indeed, are the opinions entertained 
on the beft means of promoting this great object, and they muft ne- 
ceefiarily be referred to the decifion of thofe who poffefs a local know- 


ledge of the faéts on which fuch opinions are founded. N. 


Art. 25. The Neceffity of founding Villages contiguous to Harbours, 
for the effectual Eftablifhment of Fifheries on the Weft Coaft of 
Scotland and the Hebrides. With a Refutation of the Reafoning 
on that Subject of Robert Fall, Efqg; of Dunbar. By a Member 
of the Highland Society in London. vo. 1s. Cadell. 1786. 
This Author, after premifing that the Dutch rofe to importanc> 

originally by their fifheries, which firft fupplied them with food, and 

then with all other neceffaries and commercial property ; obferves 
that the weftern coafts of the Highlands of Scotland, and the He- 
brides, are admirably adapted for extenfive fitheries, poffefling many 


advantages for this bufinefs, fuperior to moft other countries. Never- - 


thelefs, the inhabitants have been prevented from availing them- 
felves of thefe advantages, by obftacles that are to them unfurmount- 
able. ‘ The chief of thefe obftacles have been, the duties impofed 
by government on coals, falt, and fifh; the perplexities, difficulties, 
and expences, arifing from cufiom-houfe regulations and falt-laws ; 
Vthe difficulties of inland communication, for want of roads and a 
navigable cut acrofs the ifland; and, above all, the want of free 
towns, or villages.’ It is this latter circumftance that peculiarly en- 
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gages our Author’s attention. He affirms, ‘ that there is not a ‘po 
of ground, excepting three, where a fifherman, artifan, or tradef- 
man, can aflure himfelf of a permanent habitation, from the Mull of 
Cantyre to the northern extremity of Scotland, without taking a 


Jeafe of a farm, and then only during the continuance of his leafé.’ 


On this occafion he argues, and as far as we may prefume, very 
juftly, againft blending the employments of fifhing and agriculture ; 
either of which, to be practifed with fuccefs, is fuflicient to engrofs a 
man’s whole time and attention. Hence arifes the importance of 
eftablifhing free towns for them, the proper fituations for which he 
points out; and he ftrenuoufly controverts the opinions of Mr. Fall, 
on this and other points. ‘That gentleman’s pofitions he affirms to 


‘be wrong, his arguments vague, and his conclufions confequently 
erroneous; owing, as he obferves, to his acknowledged ignorance of 
~ the weffern coal of Scotlang. N.- 


my 
@ 


East INDIA COMPANY. 


Art. 26. Confiderations on the Freight and Shipping of the Eaft 
ss India Company. 8vo. is. Debrett. 1786. 

The fhip-owners are here defended againft a propofal faid to be in 
agitation for a new fhipping-intereft, by which the Company are to 
fave s/. per ton in the freight: and befide the danger of overturning 
a fyftem under which the Company have fo long profpered, on the 
credit of fpeculation, the impoffibility of favings in the article of 
freight is argued from the trial made by Sir Richard Hotham ; and 
by another trial made by the Company, who have fitted out a fhip on 
their own account, which latter is affirmed to have incurred expences 
as high as any contraét fhip, if not higher. For the reft, we refer 
to the Con/iderations at large, which merit the attention of the parties 
particularly concerned. 

Art. 27. Confiderations on the Neceffity of lowering the exor- 
bitant Freight of Ships employed in the Service of the Eaft India 
Company. By Anthony Brough, Efq. 8vo. is. Robinfon. 
1786. 
Many are the fubftantial reafons urged by this, as well as by for- 

mer writers, for lowering the freight of the Eaft India fhips: but 

why this important article of ceconomy in a trading company is 
not attented to, depends perhaps on many reafons of a /ecret na- 
ture, that can only be gueffed at! We are informed, in a ftyle that 

befpeaks a credit for good fenfe and honefty, that veffels of 5 or 600 

tons burden are better adapted to the India trade than thofe of 700 

or 1000 tons, which are now ufed; that the freight of other coun- 

tries is fo much cheaper than Britith freight, that fmuggling is a 

trade that will ftill anfwer carrying on upon the difference ; and that, 

if our freight were reduced, the newly conceived companies in Ame- 
rica would perifh in embrio, and we might continue to fupply that 
continent with tea. 

The prefent freight of thips in the India trade, is ftated to be, per 
ton, to China alone, 26/. to Madras and China, 27/. and to fome 
other parts, 28/. according to which rates, the freight on the whole 


tonnage amounts to 800,000/. per annum. 


Mr. Brough informs the Public, that he has offered to build as 
many fhips as the Company’s fervice requires, and to-give the = 
ample 
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ample fecurity for performance of his engagement, on terms that 
will amount to a faving of 5 /. per ton on the whole, or 150,000/. 


per annum; and fhortly to much more. 


There can be no doubt but that (as the publifher of Mr. Brough’s 
performanee remarks in the Advertifement) ‘ the thip-owner, the 
fhip-builder, and [almoft] every other perfon in the kiagdom, is 
materially interefted in the event of the propofals contained in this 


> 
pamphlet. 
DRAMATIC, N 


Art. 28. A hort Account of the new Pantomime called Om at, 
or a Trip round the World; performed at the Theatre Royal in 
Covent Garden. With the Recitatives, Airs, Duets, Trios, 
and Choruffes, and a Defcription of the Proceffion. The Panto- 
mime and the whole of the Scenery defigned and invented by 
Mr. de Loutherbourg. The words written by Mr. O'Keefe; and 
the Mufic compofed by Mr. Shield. 8vo. 6d. Cadell. 1785. 
The ferious part of thefe Lyrics is meant to thew in /udlime, the 

manners and cuftoms of the Friendly Ifanders, xc. in Capt. Cook’s 

voyage ; and the comic fongs are well calculated to add merriment 
to a {plendid pantomime. 

Art. 29. The Romp. A mufical Entertainment in Two Aas. 
Altered from Love in the City, by Mr. Bickerftaff. As per- 
formed in the Theatre Royal in Drury Lane. 8vo. 1 Se 
Lowndes 1786. 

A plank from the wreck of Bickerftaff’s Lowe in the City, that 
went to the bottom with the reft of the veffel, but has, it feems, 
lately been worked up again by the help of a Yordan—-a young 
actrefs of that name, to whom the editor has very properly infcribed 
this publication. . 
Art. 30. The Strangers at Home; a Comic Opera in Three 

Acts ; as performed at the Theatre Royal in Drury Lane. 8vo. 

1s. 6d. Harrifon. 1786. A : 

Such a ftrange tiffue of improbable adventures, eguivegues, mif- 
takes, and difguifes, that itis not eafy for the reader to gather up 
the thread of the ftory ; and when he has got it, he may fay as Baf- 
fanio {peaks of the wit of Gratiano, that ‘* it is like two grains of 
*‘ wheat in a bundle of chaff: you may feek all day ere you find 
** them, and when you have found them, they are not worth the 
“* fearch.” ‘Phe author therefore very properly remembers what 
he owes to the performers and the compofer; for to their abilities 
he mutt be indebted for ‘* the moment, when the piece was highly 


** honoured by the public approbation.” c 
Att. 31. Songs, &c. im the Strangers at Home, &e. Bvo. Od. 
Nicol. 


From thefe fongs the Strangers probably derived great part of 
their favourable reception, and they are in themfelves, independent 
of the mufic, much fuperior to the {ccnes in which they are intro- 
duced. They are alfo included in the preceding publication, (0, 
Art. 32. The Beauties of Mrs. Siddons; or a Review of her 

Performance of the Charatters of Be/widera, Zara, Vfatella, Mar- 

garet of Anjou, Fane Shore, and Lady Randolph; in Letters from 

Rav. April, 1780. x a Lady 
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a Lady of Diftin&tion to her Friend in the Country. 8vo. 2s, 

Strahan, in the Strand. 

It appears from the advertifement prefixed to thefe panegyrical 
ftriftures, that they are the refult of a conftant attendance on the 
performances of Mrs. Siddons (during her latt Dublin campaign) 
in the fix characters here inveftigated. Our ingenious fifter, the 
fair Reviewer, though an enthufiaftic admirer of the genius and 
accomplifhments of this great actrefs, is not altogether a dlind 
adorer of the goddefs of her idolatry, but knows how to eltimate 
the nature of her attributes and the extent of her powers. Ina 
word, fhe comments with nice difcrimination and good tafte on 
all the prominent and mott ftriking paiffiges in the parts above men- 
tioned ; and has given us, on the whole, a feries of very agreeable 
and entertaining letters. 

NoveEts. 
Art. 33. Francis, the Philanthropitt: an unfafhionable Tale, 
1zmo, 3 vols. 7s. 6d. fewed. Lane. 

Confidering the prefent tate of novel writing, this author is en- 
titled to more applaufe than we can honeftly beftow on the gene- 
rality of the profeflion. His language is not inelegant, and his ob- 
fervations befpeak good fenfe, if not acute penetration. He is 
fometimes pathetic, but his tendernefs too often degenerates into 
puerility ; and in feveral paffages where he evidently exerted him- 
felf to awake our fenfibility, he only excited a fmile. BD- 
Art. 34. Conflance: the Firft literary Attempt of a young Lady. 

12mo. 4v0ls. 10s. fewed, Hookham. 

The chara&ters in this novel are difcriminated with a confiderable 
degree of fpirit and propriety ; but they are not thrown into fitw- 
ations fo various or intereiting as wholly to prevent languor. It is, 
however, one of the belt written productions of this fort that hath 
appeared fince CeciLia. , 

Art. 35-6 The Quaker: in a Series of Letters. By a Lady. 
1zmo. 3 vols. 7s. 6d. fewed. Lane. 

Though the di¢tion of this performance is in general too fplendid 
for the title it aflumes, and too much ornamented for epiflolary 
writing, yet on the whole, it poffefies merit, aud is entitled to re- 
commendation for its virtuous and moral tendency. OD? 
Art. 36. The Duped Guardian: or the Amant Malade. Ina 

Series of Letters. By Mrs. Cartwright. 12mo. 2 vols. 5% 

fewed. Cafs. 

The conftruétion is inartificial, and the cartfrophe is particularly 
confufed ; but the work is neither tedious nor infipid; it may af- 
ford amufement to pleafe an idle mind, and initruction to warn 
a thoughtlefs one. v 
Art. 37. The Force of Love Ina Series of Letters. By John 

Dent, Author of Yoo Civil by Half, &c, &ce Azmo. 2 vols. 55. 

fewed. Cafs. 

This little piece is fprightly and ingenious’; though as it pofleffes 
none of the higher qualities, it hath no force to withftand the tide 
which is perpetually carrying down the progeny of moderna genius 
tothe guiph of oblivion. : rs) 

: . BS Art. 
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Art. 38 The Lady's Tale, or the Hiftory of Drufilla Northington. 
2 Vols. 1z2mo. 5s. fewed. Noble. 

The tale of a lady who firft refolves againift love, but foon after 
breaks her refolution, and becomes enamoured of the ‘* handfome 
fon of an ugly father, before fhe fees him.—She is then furprifed 
into a confeffion of her paffion.—Her admirer, in a fit of jealoufy 
at finding her on the knee of an uncle to whom he was a ftranger, 
leaves her; but fhe purfues, and overtakes him.-- A marriage is the 
confequence’. So ends the tale. For further particulars: we mutt 
refer to the work itfelf, which is by no means fo quaint in its ftyle 


as the title feems to promife. RB -r- qe 


Art. 39. duterefling Memoirs. By a Lady. 12mo. 2 vols. 
ss. fewed. Cadell. 

The reader will meet in thefe volumes with entertainment of a 
kind much fuperior to that which is commonly afforded by novels. 
Several amiable characters are drawn with difcrimination, and ex- 
hibited in fituations truly interefting. The fentiments of picty, 
of paternal and filial affection, of gratitude, friend{iip, and love, 
are, by turns, agreeably unfolded. The moft elevated principles 
are connected with incidents which forcibly imprefs them upon the 
heart. The whole is juftly adapted to anfwer the writer’s profeffed 
intention, the improvement as well as amufement of young perlons. 
We obferve a ftriking refemblance in this lady’s work, to the pro- 


: . - #hy / 7 ee 
duCtions of the author * of the Man of Feeling. E ’ 


Art. 40. The Adventures of George Maitland, Efq. 12mo. 3 vols. 
gs. fewed. Murray. 1785. 

This tale, though neither with refpeé to delicacy of fentiment, 
nor purity of language, to be mentioned with the former, has a {uf- 
ficient quantity of buftle and drollery to make it a tolerably 
good lounge for an idle hour. E 

POETRY. . 
Art. 41. 4 Poetical and Congratulatory Epifile to “Fames Bofwell, 

Efg. on his Journal of a Vour to the Hebrides with the cele- 

brated Dr. johnion. By Peter Pindar, Efg. 4to. 2s. Kearf- 

Jey. 1786. 

Don’t make yourfelf too cheap, friend Peter!—** 4t-all,” was 
the famous Dr. Hill’s maxim; till, at lait, his name + carried con- 
demnation to every thing which bore its ttamp. Peter Pindar is, as 
yet, a favourite with the lovers of burlefque fatire ; but—beware of 
“* At-all.” 

And why, when plying the lath on the broad fhoulders of Johnfon 
and Bofwell, didit thou go out of thy way, friend Peter, to aim 
(head and fhoulders) fuch a {piteful cut at M—j—y itfelf? What 
hath the poor **** done to you, Master Pindar ?—Eternally at the 
*#** 1 Bye, fye! it is little, it is ow, though your aim is fo high! 
—But, take this friendly hint: you have pleated us before, and you 
will pleafe us again. 


a 





* Said to be a Mr. Mackenzie of Edinburgh. The writer of the 
dnterefiing Memoirs is, we hear, a widow, of the name of Keir. 
t His real name, we mean, for he had innumerable feigned ones. 
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Art. 42. 4 Poetical Addrefs to Edward Gibbon, Efg. occafioned 
by his Hiftory of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. 
4to. 1s. Faulder. 1786. 

A young lady, daughter of the Poet, allured by the beauty of 
Mr. Gibbon’s ftyle, imbibed his fentiments, and fell a melancholy 
vigiim to her incredulity. This fimple ftory is here thrown into 
verfe. The author is no enemy to Mr. Gibbon’s literary fame, but 
fully fenfible of his incomparable merit ; yet, in the perfon of his 
daughter, laments the fatal effects of the hiftorian’s principles; 

‘« T reverenc’d no more Religion’s laws, 

For which th’ Hiftorian finds a human caufe. 
That antidote remov’d, my foul drank deep 
The lufcious potion, drugg’d with deadly fleep. 
Lull’d and deluded, I to Nature gave 

The reins, from principte vile Paffion’s flave.” 

The Author concludes with fome advice to Mr. Gibbon, which, 

if followed, will prove a benefit to the prefent age, and to pofterity : 
‘ Purfue then, Gipson, thy well-chofen theme: 
Till dawning Science difflipate the dream 
Of Superftition’s night, and brighteft rays 
Of meek Religion gild th’ improving days. 
Tiluftrious tafk! with radiant eloquence 
To trace the wondrous ways of Providence, 
And blazon Truth, defpight of Sceptic Infolence. 
Nor let the jeft oblique, the fcornful fneer, 
Nor of loquacious tongues th’ unmanly fear, 
Arreft thy courfe ; but ftill pufh boldly on ! 
(Thy fleady eye fix’d on th’ immortal crown), 
And midft the mock of fools thy Saviour dare to own.” 

Art. 43. Poetry, by Richard Crafhaw, who was a Canon in 
the Chapel of Loretto, and died there in the year 1650. With 
fome Account of the Author, and an Introductory Addrefs to the 
Reader, by Peregrine Phillips. 1zmo. 3s. fewed. Bell. 1785. 
Much of this poetry might, in our opinion, have been permitted, 

without any great lo{s to the world,, to have remained in the obli- 

vion to which it has long been configned; fome few of the pieces, 
however, merited republication. 

Mr. Phillips, in his Preface, attempts to defend his favourite bard 
againit Mr. Pope, whofe character of Crafhaw, given in a letter to 
Mr. Cromwell, he thinks deficient in juftice and candour, and feems 
to attribute the general tenour of it to the writer's with to conceal 
the obligations under which he lay to the verfes of this Canon of 
Loretto. Here we mutt beg leave to differ from the Editor ; for on 
comparing the poe'ry with the chara&er, the /atter appears to exhibit 
avery jult account of the former. Nor could Mr. Pope write the 
Je.ter with a view of /ecreting his obligations, as he mentions, as one 
of the beft of Crafhaw’s pieces, the very poem to which he was moft 
obliged. This is the Epitaph on Mr. Afhton, which we fhall pre- 
fent to the Reader, not only as a fpecimen of the Poet’s powers, but 
that he may compare it with Pope’s Epitaph on Mr. Fenton; in 
which, fays Mr. Phillips, * he has not only adopted the thoughts, 


G-4-S. 


but, in fome places, the very words of ow Author.’ 
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EpirAPH UPON Mr. AsHTON. 
‘ The modeft front of this {mall floor, 


Believe me, reader, can fay more 

Than many a braver marble can, 

Here lies a truly honeft man! 

One whofe confcience was a thing 

That troubled neither church nor king ; 
One of thofe few, that in this town, 
Honour al! preachers ; hear their own: 
Sermons he heard, yet not fo many, 

As left no time to practife any; 

He heard them reverendly, and then 
His practice preach’d them o’er again ; 
His Parlour Sermons rather were 

Thofe to the eye, than to the ear; 

His prayers took their price and ftrength, 
Not from the loudnefs nor the length ; 
He was a proteftant at home, 

Not only in defpight of Rome ; 

He iov’d his Father, yet his zeal 

Tore not off his Morher’s veil. 

To th’ church he did allow her drefs, 
True Beauty to true Holine/s : 

Peace, which he lov’d in life, did lend 
Her hand to bring him to his end; 
‘When 4ge and Death call’d for the f{core, 
No furfeits were to reckon for ; 

Death tore not, therefore, but /ans ftrife 
Gently untwin’d his thread of life; 
What remains then, but that thou 
Write thefe lines, reader, in thy brow, 
And by his fair example’s light, 

Purn in thy imitation bright ; 

So, while thefe lines can but bequeath 
A life, perhaps, unto his death ; 

His better epitaph fhall be, 

His life ftill kept alive in thee.’ 

In the So/petto d’Herode, which is the beft piece in the colleétion, 
are many beauties, to fome of which Milton feems to have been 
obliged, as Mr. Phillips obferves; who adds, that ‘ Dr. Young, 
Mr. Gray, and many other celebrated Britifh poets, are in the fame 
predicament.’ The particular paflages fhould have been pointed out 
in anote, to have rendered the charge indifputable. The Latin 
Poems, which are very incorrectly printed, are not without their 
beauties. -f- 
Art. 44. The Eclogues of Virgil, tranflated into Englifh Verfe, 

by William Graham, Reétor of Stapleton. 8vo. Pamphlet *. 

Carlifle. 

Virgil’s Eclogues have already appeared fooften in an Englith drefs, 
and are fo well known from the tranflations of Dryden and Warton, 





* Fifty-one pages, Price and Publifher unknown, 
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both of which, indeed, have beauties diflin& and peculiar, that 
whoever, in thefe faflidious days, fhoald attempt a new veriion of 
them, ought to poflefs uncommon powers.—Such a man, however, 
is not the Rector of Stapleton. —Witnefs the following lines from 
the fifth Eclogue: 
MOPSUS, 
‘ Rather I'll try thefe frains of newer date, 
Whi ich on green beechen bark I carv’d of late : 
I carv’d, and feng between: attend with care, 
Then bid myatas with my {kill compare. 
MENALCAS. 
*. As fewer charms the fhrub than olive fhows, 
As cowflips yield to the fweet crimfon rofe ; 
So much, O fwain! if right I judge your lays, 
To you Amyntas yields the heav’nly bays.’ 

Thofe who are not contented with this fpecimen, may fend ta 
Carlifle for the book itfelf! Bau =~ 
Art. 45. A Poem on the Lofs of the Halfewell Ea/? Indiaman 

Capt. Pierce. To which is fubjoined, dz Elegy on the unfortu- 

nate Sufferers. By a Law Student. gto. 1s. 6d. Whieldon. 

17386. 

Evidently the produ@tion of a young writer, whofe poetic talents, 
when matured by judgment, may not, perhaps, be deemed inconfider- 
able. He manifetts a at feeling, with reff eat to the melancholy theme 
on which his Mufe has been employed, as above- mentioned ; ‘and his 
numbers are not deftitute of harmony: but there is mach room for 
improvement. And, on the whole, we hope that our § Law Student’ 
does not {pend his time 

‘© In penning ftanzas, when he fhould encrofs.” 

Art. 46. The Breeches; or the Country Curate ia Cobler’s 
Wife. A Comic, Satiric, Poetic, Defcriptive Tale. qto. 1s. 6d. 
Bladen. 1786. 

A low tale—as how a cobler was cornuted by a curate ; and how, 
by dire mifhap to the latter, his breeches and purie fell to the lot of 
the cuckold ;—who 

‘ -——~ with the parfon’s guineas tios his horns.’ 
L A W. 

Art. 47. The Laws concerning Horfes: or, Every Horfe-keeper 
his own Lawyer. Containing all the Aas ‘of Parliament, and the 
Cafes adjudged in the Siferent Courts at Weitmintiter, refpe.'ing 
Horfes, &c. &c. By William Lucas, of the Middle Tempie, 
Gent. 8vo. is. 6d. Whieldon. 

This publication, which profefles to be defigned for the ufe of the 
farmer, the carrier, and the horfe-dealer, moj? learnedly fets out 
with a flourilhing diflertation on the antiguity of the noble art of 
horfemanthip ; and, beginning with the Scholiait of Euripides, and 
Euftathius (names ‘with which we believe our noble and ignoble 
jockies, both the honourable and ¢i/honourable dealers in horfes, 
are much lefs familiar than with thole of Aldri dge and Tatrerfal), he 
borrows or fteals all he can find in Chambers’s. Dictionary, under the 
title Horses. About 15 or 16 pages more, contain the general 


common-place rules of law on the tubjeét; and then follow the 
Horfe- 
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Horfe-tax, Highway, and Poft-horfe A&is; which, with a few cafes 
on horfe-racing, form the whole of this compilation. *T’. 


Art. 48. The Trial of the Rev. Fames Altham, of Harlow, in 
Effex, Vicar of St. Olave, Jewry; Reétor of St. Martin, Iron- 
monger Lane; and one of his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace, for 
Adultery, &c. In the Confiflorial and Epifcopal Court at Doétors 
Commons. 8vo. Two Parts. 2s. 6d. each. Liiter. 1785. 
This publication exhibits the whole (as we fuppofe) of the evi- 

dence in the proceedings againft Mr. Altham; who appears, from 

the account here given, to have laboured under fome intellectual dif- 
order. 

Art. 49. The Trial of Fohn Motherhill, for a Rape on the Body 
of Mifs Catherine Wade ;—at the Affize at Eaft Grinftead for the 
County of Suffex, March 21, 1786, before Sir W. H. Athhurft, 
Knight, &c. Taken in Short-hand, by Jofeph Gurney. Folio. 
zs. 6d. Kearfley. 

John Motherhill- has been tried at Eaft Grinftead, and, to the 
furprife of many, acguitted. The publication of thofe proceedings 
hath, in courfe, brought the matter to a fecond trial,—by a jury of 
Reviewers,—who have, unanimoufly, found the ruffian GuiLty; 
and forry they are, that it is not in their power to go farther, and 
fee jultice executed upon a wretch who, in the moment of furprife, 
when arrefted for this crime, acknowledged himfelf to be ‘* a very 
wicked villain,’ who ‘* deferved to be hanged a long while ago *.” 

HuSsBANDRY. 


Art. §0. The Defcription and Ufe of the new-invented, patent, uni- 
verfal fowing Machine, tor broad-cafting, or drilling, every Kind 
of Grain, Pulfe, and Seed. By John Horn. 8vo. 1s. 6d. John- 
fon, &c. 1786. 

The Reader muft expe& to find here, what occurs in all the writ- 
ings of patentees—viz. the inconveniences of former methods, and 
the advantages of the plans propofed exceedingly magnified. How- 
ever, upon many accounts, country gentlemen would do well to 
attend to the trial of a machine, that may be worked by any hand 
at all converfant in matters of hufbandry, and which is fet at a price 
which any one can afford. The patentee affects to fet windy fea- 
fons at defiance, and to fuperfede the want of experienced feed{men, 
aflerting that his machine will fow more regularly than the moft ex- 
pert profeffor of the art, and that in any weather. ‘Two plates ac- 
company this little treatife, exhjbiting figures of the machine in all 
its parts, conjointly and feparately. The treatife itfelf explains the 
ufes of the feveral parts, and the mode of regulating the whole. 

The machine here recommended may be affixed to any common 
plough, and is not liable, unlefs much improper violence be ufed, 
to be put out of order. G-a-A- 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Art. 51. The Life of Cervantes; together with Remarks on his 
Writings. By M.de Florian. Tranflated from the French, by 
William Wallbeck, 12mo. 1s. Bew, &c. 1785. 

Though this is, on the whole, not a very important publication; 
yet 1t contains fome particulars of the life of Cervantes, that are not 
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generally known; and fome obfervations and criticifms on his 

writings, which will not be thought impertinent by his admirers :— 

and who, that is capable of difcerning the beauties of Dow 

Quixore, is not an admirer of the author? For our part, we feel 

ourfelves interefted in whatever relates to the fortunes, and, alas! 

the misfortunes, of fo great a genius,—-fo eminent, fo various, fo in- 
ftructive, fo entertaining a writer! 

M. de Florian, from whofe work this account hath been extraéted, 
wrote this piece of biography, &c. in order to prefix it to his tranfla- 
tion of La Galatea; a work which Cervantes left unfinifhed : and 
the Frenchman hath, as he, no doubt, apprehends, ccmpleted it, by 
adding the concluding fourth book ; after condenfing the original 
fix books into three.—As we have not feen M. de Florian’s own 
publication *, we cannot take upon us to fay in what manner he hath 
acquitted himfelf of the tafk. 

Art. 52. Remarks on the Fournal of a Tour to the Hebrides. In 

a Letter to James Bolwell, Efq. 8vo. 1s. Debrett. 

Thefe Rewarks are few and flight. The Author maintains that 
Dr. Johnfon was not a poet; that he rafhly uttered many indefens 
fible dogmas; and that he has been too fondly idolized by Mr. bof- 
well ; who (in the Remarker’s opinion) hath publifhed a great book, 
fraughe with little matter that was worth communicating to the Pub- 
Jic..-To convince us that the Remarker is himfelf a poet, though 
Dr. Johnfon was not, he has added to thefe ftri€tures ‘* dn Elegy on 
the Lofs of the Doctor’s large Oak Stick :”"—we beg his pardon,—he 
does not give the verfes as his own, but as the communication of 4 
friend.—-Be the jeu d’e/prit whofe it may, we do not think it con- 
temptible; nor is the concluding verfe uncharacteriftic of Dr. John- 
fon’s national] turn, and coarfe manner of cafting reproach. 

Art. §3. A Defenve of Mr. Bofwell’s Fournal, in a Letter to the 

Author of the Remarks, &c. 8vo. 1s. Swift. 

As the defender of Mr. Bofwell deems the Remarker’s perform. 
ance trivial, impertinent, and malignant, why did he give himfelf 
the trouble of refuting an infignificant pamphlet, which, if his opi- 
nion of it be juft, muft inevitably refute itfelf? 

Art. 54. The Remarker remarked; or, A Parody on the Letter 
to Mr. Bofwell, on his Tour, &c. 8vo. 18. No Publifher’s 
Name. 

Tis pity that thefe Remarkers and Defenders did not affix their 
names to their performances, which would have obviated the fuf- 
picion, which fome have entertained, that there is more of author- 
craft in this controverfy, than innocent, unfufpecting readers may be 
aware of.—We do not fay that fuch zs the cafe, in the prefent in- 
ftance; but the time has been, when the Curls and the Coopers, of 
publifhing ‘and vamping memory, have been addreffed by a pam- 
phleteer, with a ‘* Here is my Satire on the Minifter; and in cafe 
that fhould not go off fo brifkly as we hope it will—here is my dn- 
Jwer to the Satire ; then, to give a fillip to both, here are my Remarks 
on the Anfwer : after which, we may keep up the ball with a Parody, 





* An Englifh tranflation of this piece, with other works of the 
Chevalier Florian, hath been publifhed fince the prefent Article was 
written, 

a Re- 
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a Rejoinder, &c. &c. What fay you to this fcheme, Mafter Curl ?”—~ 

«© Admirable!” replied Curl: ——‘* Excellent!” quoth Mother 

Cooper :—the prefs groaned—and three large collops were added to 

the bubble and /queak. m 

Art 55. Sy Authority. The Claims of Britifh Seamen to a 
more equal Diftribution of Prize Money, inconteftably afferted. 

With a Plan for a more equal Diftribution. By a mutilated Ve- 

teran. 8vo. 1s. Moore. 

The immenfe difproportion between the allotment of prize-money 
to the commander of a veffel, and to the common man, is exempli- 
fied in the cafe of the diftribution of 100,000/. to the company of a 
third rate man of war of 74 guns. By this table, 3 to the Captain 
amount to 37,560/. and % among the common men, to 47/. Is. 73d. 
each! A diftinétion which has a twofold bad operation with refe- 
rence to the fervice, both on the one and on the other. 

That thefe poor fellows are ignorant, and frequently diffipate 
their hard-earned acq.ifitions in a ridiculous manner, is nothing to 
the purpofe. They all have fome connexions which may be bene- 
fited by their gains; and it would ftimulate their exertions, if a 

arent, filler, or wife, flood the chance of fharing thefe gains of a 
confiderate relative, in a proportion fomewhat more liberal. 

We heartily with fuccefs to any endeavours which have policy and 
humanity for their bafis; but leave the particular difcaffion of the 
fubjeét to thofe whom it more immediately concerns, and who are 
more intimately acquainted with circumitances that ought to govern 


the proportions. 
We do not comprehend the import of the two words in black 


Jetters that introduce the title-page. N. 


Art. 56. Cary’s Actual Survey of Middlefex, on a Scale of an 
Inch to a Mile. Wherein the Roads, Rivers, Woods, and Com- 
mons, as well as every Market-town, Village, &c. are diftinguifhed, 
and every Seat fhewn, with the Name of the Pofleflor. Preceded 
by a general Map of the County, divided into its Hundreds. To 
which is added, an Index of all the Names. 8vo. 5s. fewed. 
Cary, No. 188, Strand. 

This furvey being neatly engraved, diftin&tly coloured, and given 
in the form of a pocket volume, wil] be found peculiarly convenient 
for occafional confultation, both as a county-map, and as a road- 
directory. 

Art. 57. The Adventures of the Six Princeff:s of Babylon, in their 
Yravels to the Temple of Virtue. An Allegory. 4to. 35s. 6d. 
fewed. Buckland. 

Under the veil of allegory the ingenious writer recommends the 
practice of virtue, and contrafting its difliculty with its advantages, 
~ fhows the infinite fuperiority of the latter to the former. Diligence, 
good nature, truth, meekne/s, generofity, and contentment are the com- 
panions of virtue ; and their worth and excellence are defcribed with 


a confiderable fhare of fancy. 
If this performance be, as we have heard, the produétion of a very 


young female *, it may well be confidered as a work of confiderable ~ 


merit. ps} my = 
# A Milfs Peacock. 
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Art. §8. Mifcellaneons Thoughts in Effays, Dialogues, Epijtles, 
é &c. By M. P. 8vo. 5s. bound. Marfhall. 

There 1s not much novelty, or fprightlinefs, or acutenefs in thefe 
Thoughts; noris the language in which they are clothed either for- 
cible or elegant; yet they evidently bear the marks of a pious and 
benevolent heart; and appear to have been publifhed from an 
earneft defire to promote the caufe of virtue and religion. Such 
writers difarm criticifm ; and all our complaint is, that + # 
not {peak of their performances fo well as we with, RB 

EDUCATION, 

Art. 59. Effays on the Subje‘t of Education, publifhed fome 
Time fince in the Morning Chronicle, and Public Advertifer, 
a the Titles of the Warning Voice and the Englifhman. 8vo. 

. fewed. Dilly. 

ii. et preterea nihil! or, mach ado about nothing ! De 
Art. 60. ‘The happy Family ; or Memoirs of Mr. and Mrs, 

Norton, intended to fhew Ae delightful Effedts of filial Obedience, 

6d. Marfhall. 

We have here fome pretty little tales, of a pretty little family, 
which by amufing children may induce them to read, Hi. 
Art. 61. 4 brief Account of a Seminary of Learning eftablifoed at 

Margate in Kent, for the Reception of Twelve young Gentlemen, 

1zmo. 6d. 

This pamphlet is merely an advertifement of a private feminary, 
under the care of the Rev. Chriftopher Wills, chaplain to the ear! 
of Harcourt, and rector of Leigh in Worcefterthire. E " 
Ait. 6%. Dr. Wattss Fymns and moral Songs for Children, 

revifed and altered. Io which are added Prayers for the Ufe of 

Children © 6d. or 9d. bound in red leather. Marthall. 

An affe&tidnate and pious mother, who greatly efteemed this lit- 

tle production of Dr. Watts’s mule, but at the fame time difap- 
proved fome expreflions, or the ideas conveyed by them, is the edi- 
tor of the prefent republication. As fhe ranks with thofe who are 
called rational Chriftians, fuch of our readers as are acquainted with 
the compofitions in queflion, will be at no lofs to conceive what 

arts of them fhe objefted to: they were paffages which, in her ap- 

rehenfion, the good Dr. would, himfelf, in the latter part of his life, 
have willingly expunged, or correCi¢d. Accordingly fhe has under- 
taken the tafk for the ufe of her own children, and has publifhed this 
glresud edition for the benefit of others. We cannot fay that the 


poetry is much improved, whatever may be thought of the fentiments. 


In the laft refpect, however, this revilal {ccms to merit our full ap- 
probation, —fo far as fuch freedom with an author may be deemed 
allowable. H 
PHILOSOPHY, &e. ° 
Art. 63. An Effay on the -_ ert tali ity of the Soul; fhewing the 
Fallacy and Malignity of a /¢ cal one lately publithed, together 
with Such another on Suicide; and both afcribed by the Editor to 
the late David Hume, E%q. Svo. 1s. Rivington. 
The author of this Effay enileay yurs to fhew, that the didtates of 
reafon, natural philofophy, and natural religion, eitablith the 
doctrine 
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doftrine of the foul’s immortality, independently of, though con- 
fiftently with the dictates of divine revelation. What he advances on 
the fubjeét appears to us vague and unfatisfactory: his intentions 
are laudable, but he is no great philofopher. 

© The whole ttring of Mr. Hume’s arguments (fays our author) 
to prove the MORTALITY of the foul, mutt appear to every perfon 
who has the leaft tinéture of logic to be no more than a concatena- 
tion of fophifms in fupport of fcepticifm :?—Our Effayift’s argu- 
ments for the immortality of the foul, fuch as they are, are founded 
upon this principle, that nature does nothing in vain. On this ground 
he argues in the following manner.—‘ That fince nature does no- 
thing in vain, fhe would not have given us an unbounded love of 
happinefs together with ideas of ail kinds and degrees of happinefs, 
if fuch kinds and degrees of happinefs did not exitt;—that among 
thefe ideas of happinefs, we have one of a perfect and permanent 
happinefs, together with an adequate love of it ;—that fince nature 
does nothing in vain, this moft valuable kind and degree of happi- 
nefs muft alfo exift;--that all kinds and degrees of happinefs 
which we have any idea of, are obtainable (whether purfued or 
. not) in our prefent ftate of exiftence, except this perfect and per- 
manent happinefs ;—that feeing nature does nothing in vain, this 
perfe&t and permanent happinefs mutt alfo be obtainable, whether 

urfued or not ; —that fince it is not obtainable in our prefent ftate 
of exiftence, nature muft have prepared us a future one: and that to 
pafs from our prefent to that future ftate of exiftence we muft be im- 
mortal; otherwife nature would have done fomething in vain ;— 
that therefore, fince our body is mortal, our fouls which at prefent 
‘animate our body, muft be-effentially ourfelf, and immortal.’ 

Such of our readers as think this conclufive and logical reafoning, 
will have the fatisfaétion to find much more of the fame caft in the 
Effay itfelf, to which we refer them. RQ 

MEDICAL. . 
Art. 64. Symptomatology. By John Berkenhout, M. D. 8va. 
as. boards. Baldwin. 

Prefixed to this book is a dedication to each individual apothecary 
in England, in which the author expreffes an opinion that a total 
abolition of the faculty of medicine would more effectually prevent 
the depopulation of this kingdom than any law that could be de- 
vifed ; becaufe the practice of it at the moft important periods, at 
the beginning of acute difeafes, is chiefly in the hands of perfons 
familiarly acquainted with every article of the difpenfary, but lying 
under a total incapacity of diltinguifhing one difeafe from another ! 
We agree with Dr. B-—— in thinking it a fubje&t of regret that 
fo many unfkilful perfons fhould be allowed to praftife phyfic in 
this kingdom, as are daily known to do fo. ‘The facility with which 
ignorant men in the inferior departments of the profeffion get de- 
grees from various places, and by pafling themfelves for phyficians 
prevent men of ikill from being called to the affiftance of the fick, is 
a matter which cries loudly for reform. But though, as Dr. B —— 
juftly obferves, the apothecary be entrufted with the condué of 
the fick at the important period of the beginning of acute diforders, 
yet we fear, notwithftanding the many good things contained in 
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the Symptomatology, it will not be fufficient to fupply the place 

of education, or to remedy the defeés of which he complains. 

book in fo concife a form as that before us is better calculated to 
help the memory of an informed man, than to infruct an ignorant 
erion. 

Att. 65. Medical Reports of the Effecis of Tobacco, principally 
with regard to its diuretic Quality in the Cure of Dropfies and 
Dyfuries, together with fome Obfervations on the Ufe of Clyfters 
of Tobacco in the Treatment of the Colic. By Thomas Fowler, 
M. D. Phyfician to the general Iufirmary of the County of Hert- 
ford. 8vo. 2s. Johnion. 

Dr. Fowler recommends an infufion of the tobacco to be made 
according to the following formule: & foliorum ficcatorum ni- 
cotiane Virginienfis unciam unam, aque bullientis libram unam. 
Macera per horam unicam in vafe claufo, in balneo marie pofito, 
Geinde hujus infufi uncias quatuordecim exprime et colaturz adde 
fpiritis vinoli rectificati uncias duas, ut melius confervetur. The 
average dofe for an adult is from fixty to one hundred drops, to 
be repeated twice a day. The proper times for adminiftering it 
are two hours before dinner and at bed time. Dr. Fowier obferved 
it to difagree moft with the ftomach when taken fafling. ‘The in- 
fufion fhould be given in fome vehicle, which may be either water, 
cordial julep, or draught, at the pleafure of the prefcriber. In the 
colic, an ounce of the infufion is recommended to be given in a clyfter. 
Dr. Fowler has minutely related a great many cafes which feem to 
confirm the opinion he entertains of the virtues of tobacco,. They 
are certainly fufficient to entitle it to the attention and to the trial 


of the faculty. pe 


Art. 66. Obfervations on the Scurvy, with a Review of the 
Theories lately advanced on the Difeafe, and the Opinions of 
Dr. Milman refuted from Praétice. By Thomas Trotter, Surgeon 
of his Majeity’s Navy, and Member of the Royal Medical Society 
of Edinburgh. 8vo. 2s. Robinfon. 

The opinion of Sir J, Pringle, that the fcurvy confifted in a putre- 
faction of the blood gradually accumulated, we believe was gene- 
rally received, till Dr. Milman attacked it in a publication of which 
we gave an account in vol, xlvii. page 175. of our Review. Inthe 
place referred to, though we did not entirely adopt Dr. Mil- 
man’s fentiments, we did juftice to his arguments, and confeffed 
that he appeared to us, by his force of reafoning, to have fhaken to 
the foundation the opinions ‘of Pringle and his followers. We 
refer the reader to the Doétor’s book, having no room to repeat what 
we have before quoted from his work. Mr. Trotter, we believe, 
was a mate cf a fhip of war; for, he fays, * not being entitled to 
* immediate employ by his rank in the navy at the conclufion of 
« the war,’ he became a furgeon to a Guinea-man, engaged to carry 
flaves from the coaft of Africa to Jamaica, He appears to be a 
difciple of Dr. Cullen’s, and to be a zealous, though not an 
able advocate for the profeffor’s opinions. After the example of 


. his maiter, he refers the proximate caufe of the fcurvy to a putri- 


dity of the blood joined with an acrimony of the ammoniacal kind. 
When we noticed Dr. Cullen’s Firft Lines, we remarked that though 
putridity 
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putridity and a fpecific faline acrimony were eafy of detection, he 
had afforded no proof of their exiftence ; but that the doétrine refted 
on loofe inference and vague conjecture. When we fat down to 
Mr. Trotter’s book, ‘ profefling to refute opinions from practice,” 
we expected fome pointed obfervations tending to explode Dr. 
Milman’s doétrines, and to confirm Dr. Cullen’s ideas on this fub- 
ject. But we were difappointed. The book before us only con- 
tains a dull repetition of Ur, Cullen’s arguments, confiderably 
weakened by an injudicious tranfpofition of them. Jf Mr. Trotter’s 
obfervations have any weight, they make againft the caufe he means 
to fupport, and are fubverfive of the principles he wifhes to efta- 
bith. ‘The flaves in their paflage from Africa to Jamaica, were 
attacked with the fcurvy in a warm climate and whilft they were 
living ‘upon beans, rice, and Indian corn, alternately boiled ; 
to which was added a fufficiency of Guinea pepper, and a {mall pro- 
portion of palm oil and common falt. Jt firit fhewed itfelf in various 
mufcular affections, hardnefs, ftiffnefs, and contraétion of the joints, 
pins and weaknefs of the extremities, flefh fprouting from the gums, 
hamorrhages, Jc. Se. If this be the cafe, what fhall we fay of 
the juftnets of Dr. Cullen’s character of ** fcorbutus,” which is ir 
thefle words: ‘ In regione frigida poft victum putre/centem, falitum, 
ex animalibus confe&tum, dificiente fimul materia vegetabili recenti, 
afthenia, ftomacace, in cute macule diverfi colores plerumque live- 
{centes ad pilorum radices.’ D? 
RELIGIOUS, . 

Art. 67. Sermons: By the late James Riddoch one of the Mis 

nifters of St. Paui’s Chapel, Aberdeen. 2 vols. 8vo. 10s. 

boards. Aberdeen, printed; and fold by Evans, in Paternofter 

Row, London. 1782 *. 

The author of thefe difcourfes appears to have been of the Epif- 
copal church in Scotland. The fubjeéts are—‘ Advantages of fre- 
quent and devout communion, Pf, lxv. 4. Love of God in man’s 
redemption, 1 Joha, iv. g. Condefcenfion and mercy of Chrift, 
Pf. Ixvi. #6. Progrefs of our time, Pf. cxliv. 4. Thankfulnefs to 
God for his benetits, Pf. ciii. 1, 2, 3, 4. Reflections on a new 
year, Haggai,i. 5. Sufferings of Chrift, 1 Pet. ii. 24. Caufes of 
forrow in commemorating Chrift’s fufferings, Luke xxiii. 28. Exe 
ample of Chriit in his fufferings, 1 Pet. 11. 2i. Motives to Chriftian 
watchfulnefs, Luke, xii. 35, 36. Heavenly mindednefs, Col. iii, 1. 
Stedfaftnefs in religion, 1 Cor. xv. 58. Motives to newnefs of life, 
Rom. vi. 4. Influences of the Holy Spirit, Rev. iii. 20. Regenera- 
tion, John, iii. 3. Improvement of the means of falvation, Luke, 
xvii. 22. Rath and cenforious judgment, Luke, vi, 37. two fermons. 
Condudt of the cleanfed lepers, Luke, xvii. 17, 18. Impoffibility of 
ferving God and Mammon, Matt. vi. 24. Habitual preparation 
for death, Matt. xxiv. 44. Vanity of worldly enjoyments, 2 Chron. 
xxxv. 24. Bleffings of a peaceable acceffion, preached on the 25th 
October 1761, 2 Chron. il. 12. Confequences of early profligacy 
(two fermons), Eccl. xi. g. Duty of fervants, Colof. iii. 22. Duty 





* Though the date of this impreffion is fo remote, it is not long 
fince we were informed of the publication. We fuppofe that the 
volumes were but iately advertifed in the London papers. 
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of mafters, Colof. iv. 1. Of publicly denouncing curfes on finners, 
Deut. xi. 26, 27, 28. Advantages of reconcilement with God, 
(two fermons), Job, xxii. 21. Providence, James, i, 17. Injitation 
of the mercy of God, Luke, vi 36. Religious diligence, Rom. xii. 
41. Chriftian obedience, Matth. vii. 21. On ferving God, 1 Chron. 
xxviii. g. Morning devotion, Pf. v. 3. Evening devotion, Pf, 
cxli. 2. Immoderate concern for the world, Matt. vi. 31. On put- 
ting the evil day far off, Amos, vi. 3.’ 

Thefe difcourfes, if not of a /uperior kind, exhibit important and 
afeful truths in a plain manner with fenfe and fervor. They do 
not launch into fpeculative or controverted fubjeéts. Many fer- 
mons ftand on an equality in point of merit, and nota few of a 
higher rank are already before the world. But the increafe of this 
kind of publications does not feem, on the whole, unacceptable or 
needlefs. As Mr. Riddoch’s compofitions are of a practical and 
beneficial tendency, we wifh them fuccefs; efpecially as we find 
that they are printed for the benefit of the author’s widow. 

THEOLOGY, Ge H. 

Art. 68. 4 friendly Dialogue between a common Unitarian 
Chrittian, and an Athanafian. 1zmo.-° 3d. Johnfon. 

This is the re-publication of a pamphlet, for an account of which 


we refer our reader to the Review for May 1784. Vol. Ixx. p. 


393- We have nothing to add to what is there faid, except that 
the editor is Dr. Difney. The original author* is not fo generally 
‘known ; but the alterations which have been made are faid to ren- 
der it no longer his, Setting afide the particular fubject of this {mall 
piece ; one remark is natural concerning publications in the dialogue 
form, viz. that this method generally affords great advantage to 
that fide of the argument which the writer inclines to embrace. 
And this reminds us of a valuable faying of the late Dr. S. John- 
fon’s—A friend was complimenting him on his political impartiality, 
when he wrote the debates in the Senate of Lilliput : ** No, Sir,” re- 
plied the Doctor very honeftiy, ‘* it was not 10, for the whig dogs 
never made a good fpeech in thofe debates.” H : 


- 





S E-R M ON 6S. 


I. Preached before the Houfe of Lords, in the Abbey Church of 
Wettminiter, January 30th, 1785, the Anniverfary of K, Charles’s 
Martyrdom. By Richard, Lord Bifhop of Worcefter. 4to. 15. 
Cadell. 

This difcourfe does not difgrace the folemnity of the occafion, 
or the reputation of the author. ‘The text is, 1 Pet. ii. 16. The 


_ excellent preacher juftly afferts and clearly proves, that ‘* the re- 


ligion of Jefus is moft friendly to the civil and religious liberty of 
mankind.” Sentiments like thefe, founded as they are upon folid 


‘reafon, and fupported by uniform experience, (yetsderivd a higher ¢ 


authenticity and more extenfive utility from the characters of wri- 


.ters by whom they are avowed and defended. 





* Said to be the Rev. Mr. Hopkins of Cuckfield; a well-known 
and much refpected advocate for rational Chriftianity. 
8 On 














SERMONS. 319 


On a fubje& which has been fo largely and fo ably treated by 
Hoadly, it were vain to expect any arguments intirely new, even 
from the genius and tafte of Hurd. We think ourfelves, however, 
not only authorifed, but compelled to obferve, that the, learned 
writer has done ample juftice to the noble caufe of freedom; and 
that this compofition is replete with that elegance of ftyle, and 
that exactnefs of arrangement, which diftinguith the other writings 
of this ingenious author. 

The part which ftrikes us as eminently beautiful, is the third 
head, under which his Lordfhip difpaflionately inquires ‘ what im- 
provements we have made of the eflablifhed order and freedom 
which fucceeded the horrors of fanatical tyranny.’ Burt leit the 
example of Bifhop Hurd thould mifguide young and unexperienced 
writers of fermons, we think it our duty to felect the following 
paflages, as inconfiftent, in our opinion, both with the dignity of 
the pulpit, and with the correétnefs whica generally inarks the ftyle 
of this venerable prelate. P. 6. By erecting our thoughts. P. 7. 
The Holy Spirit /aw fit. P.8. The fource of this evil is to be 
fought in the reformation itfelf, which concluded, &c. P. 10. The 
Bifhop fpeaks of a mew model giving way to another, under whofe 
broad wing a thoufand fects fprung up, tll religion itfelf difappear- 
ed under the prevailing torrent of fanaticilm.—The metaphors 
here are furely incongruous. P. 13. Barefaced tyranny and licen- 
tious mifrule were feen to emerge from beneath the /pecious mantle 
of public liberty. P. 16. Other queftions of the “ke /ort.—Ibid. 
We thall fee how the abufe of religious and civil liberty £eft operating 
in thofe days. 

Recollecting the talents whith Bifhop Hurd has difplayed on topics 
of criticifm and theology, we prefume not to impute the foregoing 

afflages either to a puerile affectation of fingularity, og to a ge- 
neral defeét in tafte; we confider them as the effects of mere inad- 
wertency ; and we are happy to add, that the excellencies to be 
found in this difcourfe would atone for more and greater blemifhes, 
than can. be difcovered in it by the moft captious and faftidious 
hypercritic. "Pam 
Il. The Advantages of Sunday Schools; preached for the Benefit of 
that ufeful and excellent Charity at St. Mary’s, Mancheller, Oc- 
tober 2d, 1785. To which is prefixed fome Account of the 

Origin, Defien, and Progrefs of this Inftitution. By the Rev. 

John Bennett, Secretary to the Society. gto. 1s. Cadell, &c. 

From the general remarks by which this diicourfe is introduced, 
we learn that twelve mouths had elapfed fince the commencement 
of Sunday fchools at Manchefter; and farther, that during this 
time experience has more than realized the warmth of expectation. 
There are now, it is faid, in thefe feminaries 2291 boys and girls 
The author manifefts a laudable zeal for the continuance and im- 
provement of the efforts which have thus far been ufed, and pro 
ceeds to recommend, by fuitable motives, a vigilant perfevering at- 
tention, from Matt. xxv. 49. Among the different notes which ac- 
company this difcourfe, is the following remark of the benevolent 
and indefatigable Mr. Howard: ‘* ‘There are few prifoners in Swit- 
zerland, becaufe care is taken to give the children a religious edu- 

cation,’? 
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cation.” Appendix to the State of Prifoxs, p. 88. An account fome- 

what fimilar is alfo given by the fame worthy writer, in his article 

concerning Scotland. 

III. Ways and Means to pay Taxes and to be happy. Preached at St. 
Dunftan’s, Stepney, September ssth, 1784, and at the New 
Chapel in Kentifh Town on the Sunday following. By Ifaac 
Hunt, M. A. of the Colleges of Philadelphia and New York, 
ato. 1s. Scatcherd and Whitaker. 

The Preacher is an American /oyalif, who here acknowleges with 
warmth the fafe and hofpitable retreat our country has afforded him, 
Many perfons of this denomination have no doubt fuftained con- 
fiderable loffes, and fome, it is probable, may have found this plea 
productive of advantage. It is a fubjeét, however, into which it 
would be difagreeable to enter: burdenfome and painful enough 
it has proved to Great Britain! Mr. Hunt feems defirous to teflify 
his refpect for this nation by offering advice, which, if purfued, may 
render the payment of taxes more fupportable and eafy, ‘Ihis ad- 
vice falls principally under the three heads of induffry, frugality, and 
habits of piety and virtue: fubje&ts of acknowledged importance ; 
and not the lefs fo becaufe their neceflity and utility are felf-evident. 
There is nothing, however, particularly ftriking or extraordinary 
in the difcourfe by which they are here recommended; the moft 
interefting part of it confifts of extraéts from poor Richard’s al- 


manack, an admirable piece, written by Dr. B. Franklin. pe ' 


IV. The Death of the Righteous defrable. Preached in the 
Chapel of Mile-end, New ‘Town, on the death of Mr. William 
Good. To which is added an Addrefs at the Interment of Mifs 
Matilda Twait, who in little more than Six Weeks after hearing 
the above Difcourfe was taken from hence, in the 14th Year of 
her age. By the Rev. John Cottingham, Minilier of the faid 
Chapel. 8vo. 1s. Buckland. 

This pamphiet is faid to be — for the benefit of fome 
poor children inftruéted in the hamlet of Mile-end, New Town. 
Such intentions forbid all critical inveftigation. However, we ob- 
ferve, that when a writer’s aim appears to be fincerely that. of 
promoting piety and virtue (which he may fpeak of by fome different 
terms), we heartily with him fuccefs, in whatever way he chufes to 
make the attempt. Whether the methodiftical manner is really 
adapted to fuch an end, we are doubtful, or whether it does not: 
lead us to fubftitute fome fancied qualifications in the room of that 
which is truly eflential. Making allowance for what is highly cal- 
viniftic, or methodiftic in this difcourfe, it is otherwife feited to 
the occafion, and urges our attention to our duty and moft impor 
tant intereft, in no unpleafing manner. ‘The text is; Numb. 
LU. FO. 





EORRESPONDENCE. 


L. Y. has our thanks; but communications, from we know not 
what quarter, muft be declined. 


*,* Other articles of Correfpondence in our next, 


“Kee ash” 
Anok: 3+ 3oa, at 17, Lit , for thes valle 
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